
Tough battle seen 
brewing over draft 
alcohol legislation 


By Ayman Al Safedi 

Jordan Times Staff 

AMMAN — Islamic Action 
Front (IAF) deputies, deter- 
mined to press ahead with 
their drive for a complete ban 
on liquor, will seek to have a 
draft law on alcohol governed 
by the Islamic axle, IAF 
sources said Monday. 

But the 18- member bloc 
will not have clout to ensure 
the success of its bid in the 
80-member legislature de- 
spite the support it is expect- 
ing from lawmakers, deputies 
said. 

The draft legislation, simi- 
lar to a 1984 law that reg- 
ulates the use of alcohol, m 
Jordan, was sent to Parlia- 
ment on Tuesday by the gov- 
ernment. The law will ban 
Muslims from producing, 
selling and importing alcohol 
in. Jordan and define punish- 
ments for violators. But it 
leaves the door open for 
Christians to engage in the' 
trade. 

The draft law, which also 
bans the serving of alcohol at 
state functions, comes nearly 
two years after deputies 
asked the government to 
draft a new legislation that 
would introduce a complete 
ban on alcohol in the 
Kingdom. 

Producing, selling and 
drinking alcohol is a com- 
plete taboo in Islam, which 
the Constitution defines as 


the religion of the state. 

“The draft law .does not 
meet the requirements of 
Islam, but such a law was 
expected from the govern- 
ment." IAF Deputy Ham- 
mam Said said.- 

Dr. Said said the IAF 
would seek the support of 
other deputies in its push for 
amending the law to corres- 
pond with Islamic teachings. 
And “when it comes to issues 
clearly defined in religion, we 
believe that many deputies 
will be with us," ’he said. 

Jordan National Front 
(JNF) spokesman Moham- 
mad Thouieb agreed and said 
he would support a ban on 
alcohol because it was a clear 
Islamic requirement. 

Other deputies disagreed. 
“The (IAF deputies) will not 
succeed in their bid." leftist 
deputy Abdul Hafez 
Shakhanbeh said. 

Mr. Shakhanbeh. member 
of the 22-member Progres- 
sive Democratic Coalition 
(PDC), said Jordan needed 
more legislation that prom- 
otes tourism. “Laws that 
(hurt) tourism should not be 
introduced, 0 he said, point- 
ing to the negative impact a 
ban on alcohol would have on 
the industry. 

Observers expect the IAF 
to “use the power of reli- 
gion'' to embarrass deputies 
who would not support its 

(Cflrttnwd on page 5) 


Regent tells U.S. congressmen 
of impact of Aqaba blockade 

Prince briefs Near East Institute delegation 


Arafat hopes self-rule 
snags will be removed 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent, told a U.S. 
congressional delegation Tues- 
day that the inspection of 
Aqaba-bound vessels by the 
enforcers of the sanctions 
against Iraq was causing severe 
damage to the Jordanian eco- 
nomy - 

The siege on the port and 
the harassment of shipping 
are continuing although Jordan 
is fully committed to and abid- 
ing by U.N. resolutions con- 
cerning the embargo on Iraq. 
Prince Hassan said at the meet- 
ing held at the Royal Court 

(Continued on page 5) 



His RoyaJ Highness Crown Prince Hassan Tuesday meets with a 
delegation representing the U.S. Congress (Petra photo) 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat Tuesday was optimistic 
about faltering Middle East 
peace talks , insisting, “where 
there’s a will there's a way," 
and terming Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin “a 
great and courageous man.” 

Mr. Arafat began his first 
official visit to Britain by lun- 
ching with Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd and ambassa- 
dors Raymond Seitz of the 
United States and Moshe 
Raviv of Israel. 

Mr. Arafat said afterwards 
he planned further talks with 
Mr. Rabin in Cairo “to investi- 
gate all the obstacles which we 
nope we will be able to over- 
come." 

Withdrawal of Israeli troops 


from the Gaza Strip and the 
West Buik town of Jericho was 
due to have begun Monday 
and be completed by April 13, 
but violence and gh'ches in the 
Cairo talks caused delay. 

Mr. Hurd hailed “the begin- 


Israelis 
kill two 
more 
in Gaza 


mng of a new chapter and we GAZA CITY, Occupied Gaza 
m Britain are detentitned to Strip (Agcncies> _ i sraeli 
play a helpful part in the new forces ko£d two Palestinians 


play a helpful part in the new 
chapter as we played a promin- 
ent part in the old chapter." 

“It has been an excellent 
day," said Mr. Hurd. 

Mr. Arafat, who was to meet 
with Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor on Wednesday, down- 
played the failure of his talks 
with Mr. Rabin in Cairo last 
weekend. 

“There are some differ- 


(CoBtinned on page 5) 


on Tuesday, and wounded 20 
more in Gaza Strip clashes. 

Two men from the Islamic 
Resistance Movement Hamas 
opened fire from a car on a 

S ilice patrol on the edge of 
aza City, lightly wounding a 
policeman, military officials 
said. 

Osama Hamdi Hraeid, 25, 
was shot dead in the riposte 
while his accomplice and a 

(Continued on page 5) 


Yeltsin foes take big lead 



Vladimir Qiirinovsld 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Ex- 
treme nationalists who want to 
revive the Russian empire took 
a massive lead Tuesday in par- 
liamentary election results as 
President Boris Yeltsin’s sup- 
porters appealed for help to 
defend democratic reforms. 

With more than two-thirds 
of the election districts report- 
ing Tuesday, the Liberal’ 
Democratic Party (LDP) was 
leading with 243 per cent of 
the vote. The ultranationalists 
appeared to have an unseat- 
able lead, government officials 
said. 

The main pro-Yeltsin group, 
Russia's Choice, was trailing m 
second place with 13.9 per cent 
after Sunday’s election. The 


Co mmunis t Party had 11.6 per 
cent The anti-Yeltsin Agra- 
rian Party had 9.5 per cent and 
the Women of Russia bloc 
followed with 8.2 per cent. 

Three other minor parties 
appeared likely to get at least 
five per cent of the vote, the 
required minimum to get seats 
in the Duma or lower Bouse of 
parliament. There were no 
nnn indications on how many 
seats each party would have. 

Liberal Democratic Party 
leader Vladimir Zhirinovsky 
demanded major changes in 
Mr. Yeltsin's economic reform 
programme and said he would 
seek the resignation of key 

(Coatfeaed on page 5) . 


Scope of Israeli pullout could be 
as crucial as control over crossings 


By Lamis K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

ALTHOUGH control over 
crossings has been cited as 
the major snag that has ham- 
pered a deal on Palestinian 
autonomy between the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and Israel, definition 
and the scope of an Israeli 
military withdrawal from the 
occupied territories could be 
most crucial to the future of 
the peace process. 

PLO officials are already 
warning that the talks could 


be suspended if Israel insists 
on “redeptoymem" 0 f troops 
in the Gaza Strip, allowing it 
control over security and the 
port and consolidate the sta- 
tus of Israeli settlements as 
one unit. 

“If Israel does not adhere 
to the second annex of the 
(Sept. 13) accord then talks 
will come to a halt," 
cautioned. Saleh Ra'afat, a 
member of the Palestine 
Democratic Union (PDU) 
that supports the autonomy 
agreement. 

The PLO mdastands fee provi- 
sions in the accord to ih-. 


volve an actual Israeli with- 
drawal and specific limited 
security control within the 
settlements themselves. But 
Israel has used these terms to 
argue for a redeployment of 
troops in an area extending 
from the Gaza port to the 
Mediterranean strip's bound- 
aries with the West Bank and 
Israel. 

According to the Israeli 
interpretation, maintaining 
control of the security of the 
settlements means connect- 
ing the settlements in one 

(Coatimied mi page 5) 
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Thanks to the millions of passengers 
who flew with us time and again 


For decades, we at Royal Jordanian have been privileged to 
fly tens of millions of passengers to over 46 destinations on 
four continents. As we celebrate our 30th anniversary today, 
we thank our passengers for their faithful confidence which 
has motivated us since we first took to the air in 1 963. 

To ensure safety and comfort, we reaffirm our pledge to 


focus on our human and technical capabilities and shall 
pursue quality inflight service, convenient schedules and 
efficient ground facilities. 

To the 29,569,433 passengers who have flown with us 
during the last 30 years, we say, thank you for giving us the 
privilege of serving you time and again. 



ROYAUORDANIAN 
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U.S. hopes Israel-PLO 
gaps could be bridged 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
Trie Slate Department has 
brushed aside the delay in 
starting Palestinian self-rule in 
Israeli-held territories, assert- 
ing that the two sides can over- 
come the current impasse. 

“Our assessment is that it 
can be done," spokesman 

Mike McCunv said, reaffirm- 
ing that the United States has 
.no intention of mediating a 
solution. 

Monday was the deadline by 
which Israel was to have begun 
military withdrawal from the 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
town of Jericho. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, who was in the 
region last week encouraging 
the parties to narrow their di£ 
ferences. spoke with Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
Sunday night about the situa- 
tion. 

Mr. McCurry did not dis- 
close details but said Mr. 
Christopher found during his 
trip a seriousness of purpose 
on both sides. 

Mr. Rabin agreed to meet 
•with Chairman Yasser Arafat 
of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation in 10 days to try 
.to resolve differences over 
three key issues, including the 
size of the Jericho autonomy 
zone. 

During this period, Mr. 
McCurry said, the United 
States will encourage the par- 
ties to focus on practical steps 


needed to start the withdrawal. 

The spokesman said the Un- 
ited States has urged the par- 
ties in the peace process “to 
move forward to focus on the 
practical steps that will be 
necessary to get the imple- 
mentation underway." 

Mr. McCurry noted that the 
Israel-PLO negotiations for 
self-rule in Gaza and Jericho 
are part of a “difficult" process 
that will take time. 

“I don't want to underesti- 
mate the importance or the 
difficulty of reaching agree- 
ment on those issues, but I 
rhink our assessment based on 
our contacts in the last day or 

so is that it can be done,” he 

emphasised. 

He added as well that both 
parties “understand the 
seriousness” with which we re- 
gard “the proposition of mak- 
ing progress on implementa- 
tion as fast as possible." 

The United States will focus 
on what the international com- 
munity can do, especially with 
economic assistance, to make 
sure that the Declaration of 
Principles between Israel and 
the PLO is “viable," the 
spokesman stressed. 

“We've known all along that 
the issues involved in this dis- 
cussion between the two par- 
ties were very difficult ones,” 
be stressed. “They involve 
transitional arrangements; and 
they involve fundamental 
issues of how do you carry 


forward the declaration of 
principles as negotiated.” 

He said that Secretary of 
State Christopher in his just 
concluded trip to the region 
found a “very serious sense of 
purpose" on both sides. “The 
secretary in the last 24 hours 
has restated and redoubled his 
efforts to urge the parties to 
continue to make every effort 
to resolve their differences." 

Mr. McCurry said that Mr. 
Christopher spoke with Mr. 
Rabin late Sunday following 
the prime minister's meeting 
with Mr. Arafat. “We’ve had 
other contacts with the parties, 
and we certainly intend over 
this next 10-day period to stay 
in touch with them.” He added 
that “we will also be in contact 
with the Egyptian government 
since President Mubarak was 
the sponsor” of the Dec. 12 
discussions. 

Mr. Christopher made clear 
during his recent trip that 
“we're not entering into this 
process as an intermediary or 
as someone who will be at the 
table to help them hammer out 
the details of this agreement,” 
Mr. McCurry emphasised. 

The declaration of principles 
was negotiated in face-to-face 
discussions between the two 
parties, “as it rightfully should* 
Be,” he continued. “It was 
successfiil . And we think that 
implementation itself can be 
successful as the parties meet 
face to face." 


Syria voices mistrust at self-rule delay 


CAIRO (R) — A Syrian envoy 
on Tuesday voiced mistrust at 
Israel's delay in implementing 
the accord to bring limited 
self-rule to Palestinians in the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
town of Jericho. 

“Syria wants the Palestinian 
brothers of get their rights and 
restore their (occupied) lands 
as quickly as possible. We do 
not see in the Israeli position 
any indication they (Israelis) 
are faithful to their commit- 


ment,” Mouwaffaq A1 Ailaf, 
head of the Syrian negotiating 
team to Washington, told re- 
porters. 

Mr. Ailaf, speaking after 
meeting Arab League 
Secretary-General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid, said they both 
discussed, the continuation of 
the Arab ‘economic boycott of 
Israel. 

“The secretary-general 
affirmed to me the position of 
the Arab countries — that the 


Lebanese woman issues last-minute 
plea to ensure justice in Kuwait case 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A Lebanese 
family whose father and son 
were shot dead and a daugh- 
ter was raped and shot in the 
bead in post-war Kuwait in 
March 1991 is calling on all 
governments and internation- 
al organisations to ensure 
that a trial in Kuwait of the 
case comes to a fair and just 
verdict. 

The last session of the case, 
where a suspect is on the 
dock, is scheduled to be held 
at a Kuwait court today 
(Wednesday) with no indica- 
tion of when the verdict will 
be issued, said a statement 
received here from Naimat 
Farhat, the 35-year-old vic- 
tim of the rape and attempted 
murder. 

Miss Farhat, whose father 
Ismail and brother Osama 
were shot dead in the assault 
in the days immediately after 
the Iraqi occupation army 
was ousted from Kuwait, be- 
lieves that the trial is a sham 
since key witnesses have not 
been called and some testi- 
monies have been tampered 
with. 

In a message to the minis- 
ter of interior of Lebanon, 
Miss Farhat said: “I believe 
that the government of Leba- 
non and its embassy in 
Kuwait should be committed 
to following up our case... 
and finding solutions with the 
government of Kuwait, which 
has abandoned its responsi- 


bility towards me and my 
mother, who has lost her 
husband and son." 

“1 am crippled since dm 
incident and am supported by 
my brothers. It is dear that 
the Kuwaiti judiciary has no. 
intention to put on trial all 
those involved in the kill- 
ings...,'’ she said, reaffirming 
the family's charges that 
senior offidals of the Minis- 
try of Interior of Kuwait were 
involved in the affair. 

The appeal, copies of 
which were sent to the media, 
the U.S. Congress and the 
Kuwaiti parliament among 
others, called on the 
Lebanese government to 
seek an “equitable settlement 
of the affair.” 

The family has charged de- 
liberate suppression of evi- 
dence and twisting of facts as 
well as character assassina- 
tion in the case. 

Naim Farhat, brother of 
the rape victim, is alsochaig- 
ing that the Kuwaiti court 
trying the case has not indi- 
cated any willingness to call 
prosecution witnesses who be 
says could testify to the actual 
happenings at the Farhat resi- 
dent in Kuwait Gty on March 
2, 1991. 

Mr. Farhat, a U.S. ritizen 
resident in San Jose, Califor- 
nia, argues that the killing of 
his father and brother as well 
as the rape and attempted 
murder or his sister Naimat 
were ordered by senior 
Kuwaiti offidals. 

Jabcr A1 Omairi, a former 


“interrogator” with the 
Kuwaiti Ministry of Interior, 
is the prime suspect in the 
case. He was detained in mid- 
1993 after an intense cam- 
paign by the Farhats on the 
international level. 

The defence argument is 
that Mr. Omairi was seriously 
injured in a car acddent 
several days before the ind- 
dents described by Naimat 
Farhat took place and, as 
such, he was not in a physical 
condition to have carried out 
the attack as charged. 

Miss Farhat travelled to 
Kuwait in August and posi- 
tively identified Mr. Omairi 
as the man who came to her 
house, made her tie up her 
father and brother, raped 
her, shot her in the head and 
then killed the two hogtied 
men. Miss Farhat, left to 
bleed to death, was rescued 
by neighbours. She under- 
went singeiy, but one side of 
her body is paralysed and she 
nee d s help to mo ve around. 

ThtT family has^ enlisted the 
support of American and in- 
ternational human rights 
organisations and lawyers. It 
says that witnesses' testimo- 
nies were changed and others 
who wanted to testify were 
discouraged or intimidated 
into keeping quiet. 

“The whole trial is a 
farce,” Mr. Farhat told the' 
Jordan Times over the. 
phone. “Kuwait only wants 
to satisfy the international 
outcry the case has raised and 
then close the book.” 


Habibi meets Assad, Nasrallah 


DAMASCUS (AP) — Syrian 
President Hafez AJ Assad met 
Tuesday with Iranian Vice- 
President Hassan Habibi for 
talks believed to have focused 
on the Arab- Israeli peace pro- 
cess and the fate of six Israeli 
soldiers missing in Lebanon. 

Mr. Habibi also met Tues- 
day with his Syrian counter- 
part, Abdul Halim Khaddam, 
and discussed “the situation in 
the Middle East,” the Syrian 
Arab News Agency reported 
without giving details of either 
meeting. 

Damascus-based Western 
diplomats said Mr. Assad was 
expected to seek Tehran’s 
cooperation -to determine the 
fate of the Israeli servicemen. 

Iran’s Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) re- 
ported from Damascus that 
Mr. Habibi and Iran’s foreign 
minister, Ali Akbar Velayati, 
held talks Tuesday with Sheikh 
Hassan Nasrallah, bead of the 


Hizbollah. 

The Iranian-backed group is 
reported to hold at least three 
of the six Israeli servicemen 
missing in Lebanon. Two of 
them are believed to be dead. 

The diplomats in Damascus, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said Mr. Assad 
hopes to wrap up the issue of 
the Israelis before he meets 
with President Bill Clinton in 
Geneva in mid-January to pave 
the way for the resumption or 
deadlocked Syrian-Israeli 
peace talks. 

U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher announced in 
Damascus last week that he 
had secured a pledge from 
Assad to help find the missing 
Israelis. He said the develop- 
ment was a “humanitarian ges- 
ture" to help push forward the 
peace process. 

IRNA, monitored in Cyp- 
rus, said Mr. Habibi_ and 
Sheikh Nasrallah “reviewed 


the current developments in 
the occupied Palestine and the 
anti-Zionist activities of the 
Islamic resistance move- 
ments...” 

The agency said Mr. Habibi 
“renewed Iran’s support for 
the struggle of the Lebanese 
people and the resistance 
movement against the Zionist 
enemy." 

In nis meeting with Mr. Kad- 
dam, he called for “a full- 

of a! the occupied territories.” 

Mr. Habibi arrived in 
Damascus Monday with a 
high-level entourage, for what 
the Iranian media srnd was an 
annual meeting of a joint Ira- 
man-Syrian committee. 

Iran has opposed the Middle 
East peace talks, launched 
under the sponsorship of the 
United States and Russia in 
1991. But it also is reluctant to 
strain its relations with Syria, 
its only ally in the region. 


‘Illusions’ led to collapse 
of Somalia talks — Meles 


boycott will continue as long as 
the reason that led to its im- 
position prevail." 

He reiterated Damascus' 
stand of “no peace without a 
full Israeli withdrawal" from 
lands occupied in the 1967 
Arab- Israeli war. 

Syria and Lebanon agreed 
last week to resume peace talks 
with Israel in Washington in 
January following a peace mis- 
sion by U.S. Secretary of State 
Waraen Christopher. 


ADDIS ABABA (Agencies) 
— The breakdown of Somali 
peace talks he re' last weekend 
was due to the illusions of the 
various parties that they could 
seize power in Mogadishu for 
themselves, .Ethiopian Presi- 
dent Meles Zenawi said.. 

The two main sides, warlord 
Mohammad Farah Aideed and 
the self-styled “interim presi- 
dent'' Ah Mahdi Mohammad, 
“entertain some illusions (and) 
sooner or later there will be 
disillusion" which will enable a 
solution to be found, Mr. 
Meles told a press conference. 

Despite the breakdown, the 
meeting of the Somali factions 
had partly succeeded since one 
of me goals of the informal 
talks had been to restart dia- 
logue among them, Mr. Meles 
said. “In mat sense it was 
successful.” 

He dismissed a charge by the 
Ali Mahdi camp that his gov- 
ernment supported General 
Aideed. 

Though* firmly opposed to 
massacres that had taken place 
in southern Mogadishu, “we 
do not believe that any faction 
merits special support. ...They 
are equally bad or equally 
good." 

Gen. . Aideed was sought 


earlier this year by United Na- 
tions forces in Somalia in con- 
nection with the killing of U.N. 
peacekeepers, but other fac- 
tion leaders were also believed 
to be involved in the violence 
that has reduced the Horn of 
Africa country to starvation 
levels in the past few years. 

Mr.. Ali Mahdi returned to 
Mogadishu on Monday, while 
Gen. . Aideed remained in 
Addis Ababa Tuesday. 

Mr. Meles dismissed accusa- 
tions from the 12 factions allied 
under Mr. Ali Mahdi who 
claimed he was biased towards 
Gen. Aideed. Mr. Meles said 
the impression resulted from 
his efforts to halt the carnage 
in the southern half of Moga- 
dishu, which Gen. Aideed con- 
trols. 

He said he would have done 
the same for .Mr. Ali Mahdi 
had it been his-forces at battle 
with U.N. troops. 

However, he did issne an 
opinion often expressed, by 
Gen. Aideed that the U.N. 
operation in- Somalia should 
steer dear of the recondliation 
process and handle only huma- 
nitarian assistance. 

Gen. Aideed on Tuesday 
addressed about 100 suppor- 
ters, some -carrying placards 


critical of the U.N. operation 
in Somalia, by the swimming 
pool at the Ghion Hotel, where 
he has been staying in this Eslst 
African capital. 

An' Aideed spokesman in 
Mogadishu ^on Monday 
erroneously claimed the war- 
lord had returned to Somalia’s 
capital aboard, a U.S. aircraft 
and. had -been escorted to his 
headquarters by U.S. forces. 

His travel to Ethiopia Dec. 2 
aboard a U.S. military plane 
drew heavy criticism from 
American troops in Moga- 
dishu. Gen. Aideed waged war 
against U.N. and U.S. tifrops 
from June through _ October 
when scores of soldiers were 
killed, including 24 Americans. 

Earlier Moqday, U.S. army 
spokesman Steve Rausch said 
mere were no plans to fly 
Aideed home aboard a U*S. 
aircraft. 

Aideed in Ethiopia said his 
travel plans would remain sec- 
ret oat of security .concerns. 

Clan fighting after the fall of 
dictator Mohammad Siad Bar- 
re in January 1991 exacerbated 
a drought. that resulted ,iri a 
brutal famin e. An estimated 
350,000 people died from 
starvation ana .warfare. 


LONDON (Agencies) — For- 
mer Defence Minister Alan 
Gark bas told a government 
enquiry into arms rales’ to Iraq 
that the office of former Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher 
knew about a change in the 
weapons embargo. 

Last week Mrs. Thatcher 
told an inquizy into her govern- 
ment's 1988 decision to relax 
'the arms embargo against Iraq: 
“It may have been mentioned 
to one of my secretaries." 

But she added: “I have no 
recollection if it was." 

Mr. Clark Monday told the 
inquiry headed by Lord Justice 
Scott that her private office 
had been informed and that his 
colleague, William Waldeg- 
rave, then Foreign Office 
’ minister, should have told par- 
liament Of these “si gnifican t” 
changes. 

Mr. Clark also said die Fore- 
ign Office urged him not to 
announce the change in export 
guidelines to Iraq, arguing that 
it could pose “presentational 
difficulties” after reports that 
forces loyal to Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein had used gas 
against Kurdish villages. 

Mr. Waldegrave, now minis- 
ter for the citizens charter, told 
the inquiry that he had not 


announced a relaxation of the 
export guidelines to Iraq be- 
cause tnere had been no 
change in policy, only a change 
in how it was interpreted. 

The inquiry was set up to 
investigate claims of collusion 
by monsters and dvil servants in 
the export of defence equip- 
ment prior to the Gulf war,, 
which breached official guide- 
lines and export control legisla- 
tion. 

Mr. Clark's evidence last 
year led to the collapse of the 
trial of three executives from 
the Coventry-based Matrix 
. Churchill machine tool firm 
accused of evading export con- 

The Scott inquiry was set up 
by Premier John Major follow- 
ing the trial under pressure 
from the opposition Labour 
Party. 

Mr. Clark told the inquiry 
that be regarded government 
restrictions on arms sales to 
Iraq as “tiresome" and deliber- 
„atefy imprecise. ‘■‘I would al 
ways regard them to some ex- 
tent as a kind of packaging to 
wrap round different deci 
sions,” said Mr. Clark. 

Testimony by Mr. Clark, a 
political maverick and long- 
time Thatcher favourite, is re- 


garded as crucial to the seven- 
month inquiry into the bending 
of the government’s own res- 
trictions^ 

Gvil servants and several 
government ministers have 
conceded, often reluctantly, at 
the inquiry that in effect the 
guidelines were quietly 
loosened when the war be- 
tween Iraq and Iran ended in. 
1988. Britain had curbed sales 
to both countries in 1985. 

Mr. Clark, who was defence, 
procurement minister until 
April 1992, acknowledged 
being '“economical... with the. 
1 actualite” — giving his own 
twist to the expression “econo- 
' mical wit h the truth. " 

A wealthy old Etonian 
whose political career faltered 
after Mrs. Thatcher was 
ousted, Mr. Clark was relaxed 
Monday — in contrast to her 
sometimes tense maxin g be- 
fore the inquiry. 

. He joked, often took charge 


that news of sales would look 
bad. 

“I don’t think they (the 
Foreign Office) would allow 
themselves to admit there was 
an inherent latitude (in the 
guidelines? said Mr. Gaik. 
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(»3744il. 

D* ta Suite Church Td. hh|757 
Terrasanctu Church Tel: (£2366 
Chnrch or (be Annundatiou Td. 
•*23541. 


Anglican Chnrch Td. 630851. Td. 
62X543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tci. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chnrch Td. 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751 
Amman International Church Tci. 
H52526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: 

104328. 

German-speaking Evangelical Con- 
gregation Tel: 684195 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church of N a zarene Tcl.67569 1 . 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Mcteurokny. 

Moderate weather conditions will 
gradually prevail with icmqpralurcs 
remaining pclow average, and winds 
will be "northwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, it will be partly doudy with 
northerly winds and seas calm. 

Min.'Ma.T. temp. 

Amman 4 12 

Aqaba 10/22 

Jurdan Valley 9/ 20 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
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man 9. . 
Amman 


9. Aqaba 21). Humidity readings: 
rum 9S per cent. Aqaba 50 per 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhlcs Halasa 819220 

Dr. Jamil Maraqa 776149 

Dr. Khalcd Maadi 743500 

Dr. Jamal Jharah 847351 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairaukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacouh pharmacy' 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


IRE ID: 

- Dr. Mazcn Sharairi 

t Al Quds pharmacy 


248056 

I—') 


ZARQA; 

Dr. Mufid Damra 

Khalifch pharmacy 


985522 

985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 63034 1 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic PoKk 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 60S 800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints........ 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7S71 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AMali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Tckviaon 77311 i 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 6X0100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 


RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity- J.Amn... 644281/6 
A kdeh Maternity. J. Amu.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmctsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Aboali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrecn 777101/3 

Ai-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army.SMarka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Antal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (091983323 

Zartp National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Ibn Situ Hospital (09)9fi6732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital (09)990990 

SBiD: 

Princess Bason Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (021272275 

ibn Al Nafccs HasibsS (02)347100 

AQABA: 


Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at tbc Queen Alia Intcnuoonai 
Airport Tel. (08)52200-5. when it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) . 

•W 5 *® Aqaba (RJ) 

08*55 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

Larnaca(RJ) 

>*35 London (RJ) 

I&45 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

IfcM Istanbul (RJ) 

17:25 Brussels. Paris (RJ) 

ISsOO — . Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

18:10 Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ) 

MfclO Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

IS** Romc(RJ) 

23:45 Cairo (RJ) 



Palestinians earn less now than before Intonda 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Eanimgyx* inhabi- 
tant in the occupied territories increased five per ceotm E WZ, 
but they are stffi below the levels of six years ago, according to 
official figures published Tuestfav. Avt^^eam^F^ 
Palestinian reached $2 T 300 in the West Bank wul W^OOtotbc 
Gaza Strip, or about five per cent more than in 1991. But t be 
figures were still 10 per cent beneath avarage.eazn^ the year 
before the intifada began in December 19S7, foe Jsracli 


earat by Palestinians in the territories, ra Israel 

ances from abroad, which fe ll dram atically after the 1991 Gulf 

war, are included in the figures. 

29 face charges of espionage in Sudan 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — Twenty-nine posons inclu ding a 
former aimed forces commander in chief will go on trial before 
a special court Dec. 2D accused of planning -to toppte the 
government of Omar-'Hassan Ai Bashir, it was reported here 
Monday. The 29, of whom 17 will be tried m abseotmjmdade 
Lt-Gen. Fathi Ahmad Ali who served as commoudcr^n-duef 
of the Sudanese aimed forces. Brigadier Al Hadi Bushra who 
was bead of the Sudanese security force and Brig. Abdul 
Rahman Saeed who was the chief of staff for operations, the 
government daily Al Engaz Al Watani reported. The accused 
face trial for plotting against the state, undermining the' 
independence and unity of tit e country, dealing with a foreign 
hostile country, espionage, and passing ovct to a foreign state 
military and security information and classified documents, 
the paper said. The accused face penalties of death and fife 

- *• * . .x e xl -.er — unyl aIaHiii nr 


magistrates. 


the state. The court will be 
Mohammad Khaleel assisted by two other _ 

Syrian hanged for killing girlfriend 

DAMASCUS (AP) — A 23-yer-oId Syrian man, convicted of 
murdering his girlfriend six months ago, was hanged in a ; 
public square at dawn Tuesday. Mohammad Amer issa had 
been having an affair with the victim, Rim* Al Eid, 26, for 
three years, but refused to many her.. Instead, he got 
betrothed to another woman, the government newspaper 
Tishrin reported. Fearful that Ms. Eid would expose their 
relation to his fiancee, Issa derided to kill her, the newspaper 
said. Issa, who worked in his father’s paint shop in Damascus,, 
lured Ms. Eid on June 3 to an apartment he awns in the resort 
of Madafa, 50 kilometres northwest of the capital. There, he 
shot her dead with a pistol and hid her body in a cave. A 


Thatcher’s office knew of 
arms salesto Iraq, Clark says 


mouth later, a friend of Ms. Eid told police about the couple's 
love affair and provided a photograph of them together. He. 
was arrested and during interrogation confessed to ins crime, 
Tishrin said. 

Beirut resumes talks with workers 

BEIRUT (R) — The Lebanese government resumed talks 
with the country’s labour unkms in a last minute attempt to 
convince them call off a general strike threatened on Wednes- 
day. Labour Minister Abd ullah Al Amin held talks Monday 
night with leaders of CGTL labour confederation on increas- 
ing fringe benefits to workers. Mr. Amin said positive ideas 
were discussed but CGTL leader Elias Abu Kizk said the 
meeting did not achieve much. Both men said they were to . 
meet a gain on Tuesday in a “last chance” meeting. Monday's 
meeting was the first in the 12 days since the confederation 
-announced plans for a general strike on Dec. 15 if the 
government failed to meet their demands. 

Europarliament urged to clear Syria aid 

STRASSBOURG, France (R) — The European Commission 
urged the European Parliament on Monday to dear more than 7 
$300 million in aid to Syria, saying its human rights record was 
improving. The parliament has blocked a financial protocol 
worth 304 million European Currency Units twice before 
because of concern -about human rights, especially rest rictions . 
on Jews leaving the country. EC Commissioner Yamris 
Paleokrassas tola the parliament that Syria had promised to 
make 800 additional exit visas available for Jews before die 
end of December. It had also released a number of political 
prisoners, he said. He raid dialogue with all Middle. East 
countries was essential to strengthen die community's influ- 
ence in the region and contribute to the peace process. • 
“Adopting this protocol will give us extra ammunition as 


he said. He said the commission was prepared to draft an 
annual report on Syria’s human rights record. The parliament 
is scheduled to vote on foe question on Wednesday. 

Fifty Kurds start hunger strike In London 

LONDON (R) — ■ Fifty Kurds started a hunger strike at a 
community centre in London Monday d emanding that Turkey 
ends what they called “its campaign of genocide and depopula- 
tion in Kurdistan." The 50, on an “uiSomfted" hunger strike, 
expect hundreds more people to join them at the Kurdish and 
Turkish community centre nj north London, a statement faxed 
to Reuters said. It said the action was also in protest against 
bans on the Kurdish people’s right to organise in European 
countries, particularly Germany and France. “Kurdish people 
were forced to come to this country because they supported 
the na tional liberation struggle being led by the PKK (rebel . 
group),” the statement said. “We will continue to support the. 
struggle wherever we are.” The hunger strikers also want an* 
end to arms sales by European nations to Turkey and demand 
the British government send a delegation to Kurdistan to 
; assess the situation there. 

Two sentenced to death in Mqrocco 

RABAT (AP) — Two Moroccan cousins have been sentenced 
to death for the 1992 murders of a Belgian man and his . 

Mniywgn mrm v w >i /%w i m _ _ j _ « • • .* 


21, 1992. According to the 
throu gh the night at de Potte 
from his bar. 


rat ue rotter's home in Marrakesh on April 
nng to the police, the two cousins stayed 
at de Potters home, getting drunk on liquor 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

O 51 * 5 Rome (AZ) 

Cairo (MS) 

1*3® Jeddah (SA) 

lfc30 Sanaa (1Y) 

I2£5 Abu Dhabi, Doha (GF) 

14 JS Karachi. Abu Dhabi (PI) 

Paris. Damascus (AF) 

19:45 Beirut (ME) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1 ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

•: Romc(RJ) 

18:15 .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

Berlin. London (RJ) 

J*™® Istanbul (RJ) 

Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

Jr*®® London (RJ) 

J®* 5 ® Colombo (RJ) 

Riyadh (RJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

22345 r-.Sansa(RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

5®‘-H Beirut. Paris (AF) 

Cairo (MSI 

IJ 5 ®? Jeddah (SU) i 

l* 2 ® Abu Dhabi (CF) 

15:45 Ab “ Dhabi. Karachi (PI) 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dtp. Ajrnuai 8;00ajn.CTay Monday 

Arr. Danas» 5:00 p.m. cucry Monday 

Dtp. Damans 7J0a4tu every Sunday 

Air. Ammaa 5:00 p.m. every Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

Uppcrflowcr price m fife per kg. 

Appk: ,1 720/450 

Banana 680 

Banana (Mukammar) I.!!!!!!’ ? 620 

60D/.a» 

£“”*8= 100/50 

^ arT “ 240/160 

- .180(100 

Clcmenimc 180/120 

Cucumbers (him): 200M20. 

Cucumbers (small) 360 / 260 

£SBP lant 180/100 

g™;-: 900/600 

p ra P cF "*'* 180/120' 

“ mon — iso noo 

Marrow (lar®:) 170/120 

Marrow (small) 350 /250 

Olives (.green) 700/300 

360/ 260 

Onion (dry) 400/300 

250/ 1#> 

™PP pr j hot J... 2807- 

Pepper (sweet) 280 / 

Potato yjflf no 



Tomato ■ T£m 

Spinach Mar 





%Home News 




Al Quds Open University staff 
stage sit-in to demand salaries 


■ «rn>. 

... *** 


By ..a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Nearly 80 em- 
ployees Of A1 Quds Open Uni- 
versity Tuesday held a two- 
hour sit-in at the muversity’s 
offices in Amman to protect a 
six-month delay in the pay- 
ment of their salaries. 

The protestors said in a not? 
they sent to Palestine President 
Yasser Arafat that they were 
also deeply concerned for their 
families, and they demanded 
to leaxs about. tHeir fate and 
that of the university. 

Representatives of the pro- 
testors said that the university, 
which was established in 1978, 
was recently sold to Ahmad 


Tamimi an Arab- American, 
and the university staff feared 
that the new owner would 
convert the university into a 
private un iversity . . . 

Ai Quds Open University 
was established in order to 
provide correspondent educa- 
tion to students in the occupied 
Arab territories, and its work 
has been carried out with the 
help of several offices operat- 
ing inside the Israelrtield 
lands. 

The workers in these offices 
have also received no pay for 
the past six months, and they 
are worried about their future 
said the representatives. 

“In fact we sent an earlier 


memorandum to President 
Arafat during his last visit to 
Amman but be has failed to 
examine our grievances and to 
respond to our legitimate de- 
mands, hence the sit-in today,’' 
said Khaled Hasanein, head of 
a committee representing the 
protestors. 

Ahmad Abu Sheikha, the 
acting president of the uni- 
versity, has not received his 
salary for the past six months 
either, but he declined com- 
ment on the situation. 

According to nniversity 
sources, the salary delay 
affects nearly' 10,000 workers 
affiliated to the Palestine li- 
beration Organisation (FLO) 
offices operating in Jordan. 
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Arab, Canadian specialists review 
* economic dimensions of Mideast peace 
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IRBID (Petra) — Canada's 
ambassador to Jordan, 
Andrew Robinson. Tuesday 
underlined the importance of 
the ongoing peace process in 
the Middle East, expressing 
hope that it would lead to 
security and stability for all its 
peoples. 

Canada fully supports the 
process and calls for aid to the 
various parties so that an 
opportune climate for the 
establishment of peace and sta- 
bility can be created, said Mr. 
Robinson at the opening ses- 
sion of a three-day meeting 
entitled “Middle East Peace 
Process Economy Confer- 
ence.” 

Organised by Yarmouk Uni- 


Syria « **u 


versiry in. cooperation with the 
Canada Fund for Dialogue and 
Development (CFDD), the 
meetings are attended by spe- 
■dalists ;■ in Middle Eastern 
affairs from Jordan, Palestine 
Lebanon and Egypt in addition 
to Canada. 

Mr. Robinson voiced appre- 
ciation of Yarmouk University 
which hosted the conference 
and CFDD for its financial 


pport of the meeting. 
“Encouragement of dia- 
logue, discussion and effective 
cooperation among interested 5 
parties # to .'the .region would" 
provide opportunities for the 
establishment of professional 1 
relationships, business links, 
and better management of the 
shared natural resources such 
as water. These discussions are 


also essential to raise the aware- 
ness- of -the. economics of peace 
in the Middle East among the 
populations of the region,” 
-said Ambassador Robinson. 

He added that Canada rec- 
ognises that the problems of 
me Arab-Tsraeli conflict are 
many, and that they “cannot 
he settled by governments 
alone.” 

The .ambassador said that 
the Canada Fund for Dialogue 
and Development was estab- 
lished to encourage dialogue at- 
ail levels. 

He said this dialogue fund 
“seeks to promote exchange of 
ideas about development 
issues surrounding peace and 
cooperation between Arab 
countries in the region and 
between Arabs and Israelis.” 

Also addressing the opening 
session was Yarmouk Uni- 
versity President Ali Mahafza 
who said that the conference 
coincides with a crucial stage in 
the life of the Arab nation and 
a turn of events that would 
influence the nation's present 
and future generations. 

Dr. Mahaiza said the Middle 
East region was exposed to a 
series of serious developments 
over the past five-years and-as- 
• & ttb snti: the world has; faflert" 
under the mercy of a ; single 
superpower. 

He added that the past' five 
years also saw the Arab orient 
embroiled in political crises, 
that further deepened inter- 
Arab differences and brought 


about foreign domination. 

It is in the midst of this 
situation that the Madrid con- 
ference was opened in order to 
find a durable settlement to the 
Arah-Israeli conflict, with the 
Arab countries exerting all 
their efforts to attain peace and 
to protect Arab rights, lands 
and interests, said Dr. 
Mahafza. 

But, he said, the Arab coun- 
tries have so far exerted little 
efforts among themselves to 
coordinate their stands vis-a- 
vis the bilateral and multilater- 
al phases of Arab -Israeli nego- 
tiations, adding that it is Be- 
cause of this that Yarmouk 
University’s committee in 
charge of studies on refugees 
decided to organise this meet- 
ing in order to shed more light 
on the situation and discuss 
projects that are being debated 
at the negotiating table. 

According to Dr. Mahafza, 
the participants will also study 
means of lessening the extent 
of economic damages to the 
Arab World that might ensue 
as a result of a settlement. 

In the three-day meetings, 
the delegates will review work- 
ing papers related to the eco- 
. norms dimensions .of. the pjjace 
process and, discuss ways to 
protect . Arab .economic'' in- 
terests and try to draft a formu- 
la that would ensure continued 
consultations among Arab re- 
searchers and experts to help 
the Arab states involved in the 
peace process. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from 

monthly bulletins ana the daily Arabic press. 

Readers are advised to verify die listed time 

and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

■fr Art exhibition by Jordanian artists Khaled 
HUad, Mohammad Al Ameri, and Adnan 
AI Sharif at Phoenix Gallery for Art and 
Culture (TeL 695291). 

☆ Art exhibition by artist Hani Al Hourani 
entitled 1 ‘Impressions from Wadi Al Walah” 
at Batedsa Art GaSeiy. 

* Art exhibition try Iraqi artist Salam Jamil at 
Alia Art Gallery. 

☆ Art exhibition by artist Sarnia Zaroo at the 
Open Studio “Al Marsam Al Maftuh,” 
Jabal Amman, 2nd Circle (9:00-13:00 and 
15:00-17:00 all days except Fridays). 

☆ Photographic exhibition by artist Basheir 

Al-Bbdeh at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* Two exhibitions of pamtiags by Edelbert Pe 
La FortiHa and Ktr pawtuezok at the Royal 
Cnttnral Centre. 

-ft- Exhibition, of prints and drawings of 
Fakhrefaiissa Zdd at Darat Al Fumm of the 
Abdul Hameed Shuman Foundation in Jabal 
Lnwefbdeh. Also showing the permanent 
exhibition (Satorday-Thursday 10:00 a.m. to 
7:00 pjn.) 

☆ Plastic art exhibition by a number of Iraqi 
artists at La Casa Art Gallery (between the 


5th and 6th Circles). 

* Exhibition of paintings by artist Khalid 
Khreis at the French Cultural Centre. 

■ft" Art exhibition by artist FarghaH Abdel 
Hafiez at the Balka’ Art Gallery in Al Fuhess 
(10:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m.) (Tel. 720902). 


FILMS 


☆ 


FQm entitled “Saturday Night and Sunday 
Morning” at the British Council at 7:00 
p.m. (90 minutes). 

☆Circassian film entitled “The Twilight erf 
Hopes” at Phfladephia Cinema at 8:30 p.m. 

LECTURES 

■jV Lecture entitled “Byzantine and Umayyad 
Palestine: The Strands of Continuity” by 
Dr. Irfan Kawar Shahid, professor of Ara- 
bic and Islamic Studies at Georgetown 
University, at the American Center of 

— Oriental Studies (AGOR> at 7:00 p.m. — 

MUSICAL CONCERT 

it Musical concert at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre at 8:00 p.m. 

SPORTS ROUND-UP 

it A one-hour programme featuring a conde- 
nsation of the most popular games of the 
week with play-by-play announcement at 
the American Center at 5:00 p.m. 



PEKING 

HSIAIMI 


TEL 

660250 

660258 
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Iii The Exotic 5 - Star And Not 
E arawa) PEKING Restaurant. 

SOOTHING LIVE ENTERTAINMENT. 

- PEKING’S CHE E 'S SPECIAL DISHES WITH 
TRADITIONAL TURKEY AND X-MAS CAKE 

- Valet Parking. 

IS -}l)’s Ticket. 


Experts study ‘feeding’ underground aquifers 
as means to enhance country’s water supply 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — A three-day re- 
gional conference, entitled 
“Horizons of Artificial Re- 
charge of Groundwater,,'' went 
into its second day Tuesday at 
the University of Jordan, with 
the participants from Arab and 
foreign countries reviewing 13 
working papers dealing with 
water issues in the Arab 
World. 

Hazem El Naser and Raja 
Jadoun of the Ministry of Wa- 
ter and Irrigation and the Wa- 
ter Authority of Jordan pre- 
sented a case study in which 
they focused on the feeding of 
underground aquifers in the 
Jordan Valley region. 

Interest in the re-use of tre- 
ated waste water in most de- 
veloping countries has in- 
creased lately because of the 
large amounts of wastewater 
being produced as a result of 
.population growth and con- 


tinued development, the paper 
added. 

In the Jordan Valley, the 
Wadi Sbueib Dam receives tre- 
ated waste water from the Salt- 
Treatment Plant mixed with 
flood waters, the paper said, 
noting that this process is used 
to upgrade the quality of the 
treated water. 

The paper explained that 
large amounts of the dam's 
waters are leaked to the under- 
ground water, and investiga- 
tions on the physio-chemical 
process of the leaked water has 
revealed considerable purifica- 
tion of the infiltrated water to 
the groundwater. 

It also said that the infil- 
trated water has raised the 
groundwater level of the ac- 
quifer and maintained its quali- 
ty- 

The three-day meeting was 
opened Monday by Minister of 
Water and Irrigation Hisham 
Al Khatib who stressed that 
Jordan was facing water shor- 



Specialists Tuesday address second day of 
meeting devoted to exploring the horizons 


of artificial re-charge of groundwater, held 
at the University of Jordan 


tages because of the growing' 
demand on supplies. 

While the ministry is striving 
to upgrade and improve the 
management of water supplies 
and reduce losses in the under- 


ground networks, said Dr. 
Khatib, it also continues to 
search for new resources that 
can contribute to solving the 
water shortages in the King- 
dom. 


One of the methods currently 
being investigated is the mod- 
em technology of feeding the 
aquifers, and seveal related ex- 
periments are being con- 
ducted. he said. 


Officials say no quick fixes to shortfalls in TCC services 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The crisis that 
Jordan's telecommunications 
sector is facing today is a lega- 
cy of the blow that the Kingdom 
suffered in the late 1980s when 
accumulated debts under- 
mined its economy, and there 
are no quick fixes to meeting 
the huge demand for services, 
senior officials said Tuesday. 

“The Telecommunications 
Corporation (TCC) is working 
very hard to address the prob- 
lems, but nothing can be done 
overnight.” said Afram Jamil, 
a senior official of the TCC. a 
government agency. 

Mr. Jamil, a telecommunica- 
tions engineer, said the cor- 
poration was implementing 
some “crash programmes" to- 
address the immediate needs 
for telephone lines by the in- 
dustrial and commercial sec- 
tor, but it would not be before 
the end of 1997 that a “bulk 
of therdemand — 80 to-85 per • 
cent.—rw.of the national de- 
mands are satisfied." 

The TCC official declined to 


provide any definite deadline 
for fulfilling pending applica- 
tions for telephone lines in any 
region, including Amman, 
where the demand is the high- 
est, or of the scope of the 
“crash programmes.” 

Other officials have said 
they expected a good part of 
the pending applications in the 
business areas of Amman to be 
satisfactorily met before the 
end of 1994. 

According to the officials, 
the government has refocused 
attention on the telecom- 
munications sector and 
approved the project after 
freezing all new ventures in 
1988, when the economic crisis 
struck. 

The worst part of the freeze 
was that it came at a time when 
demand was already high and 
the concerned authorities were 
supposed to have speeded up 
work on upgrading existing 
networks as well as installing 
new projects so that the gap 
between demand and supply 
would not stretch too wide. 

-But. as it -happened, the 
.freeze put a total end to all 


projects, ongoing as well as 
planned, and, as a result. Jor- 
dan is facing the shortfalls in' 
services. 

“Regardless of the reasons 
and who was to be blamed, the 
facr remains that Jordan did 
not implement anay new tele- 
communication project in 
seven years.” said Mr. Jamil. 
“Such a delay is not something 
that any country could afford ff 
it were' to meet demands in a 
satisfactory manner " — - 

Mr. Jamil said that, in 
numeric terms, about 10 per 
cent of the total population will 
have telephone service by the 
time the ongoing national pro- 
ject is completed in 1997. com- 
pared with the seven per cent 
today. 

He did not provide specific 
figures on the number of lines 
that Jordan will have in the 
year 1997, but a rough calcula- 
tion based on a present popula- 
tion of four million and an 
annual growth of four per cent 
would put the number at 
nearely 500,000. • 

Mr: Jamil said: ”Bbth the 
public as' well as the TCC are 


suffering today: the public be- 
cause they do not have lines, 
and the corporation because its 
present equipment is overbur- 
dened.” 

He explained that any new 
national, teleco mmunicat ions 
project takes not less than four 
years, since it involves laying 
cables and setting up ex- 
changes and networks in addi- 
tion to the period that the 
manufacturer takes to produce 
the equipment. 

“No one could just go to 
market and buy equipment of 
this type,” said Mr. Jamil. 
“The equipment has to be 
purpose-built to suit our speci- 
fications and this cannot be 
done in a matter of weeks or 
months.” 

The outcome of two years of 
contacts the TCC had with the 
private sector to address the 
shortfalls with private capital 
was an amendment to the TCC 
Law to allow the Jordanian 
private sector to invest in 
“complementary services” — 
such as- paging systems arid 
cellular phones — but riot in'- 
the “traditional, national "sys- 


tem.'’ 

The TCC has already 
granted a paging concession 
under a licensing'arrangement- 
and has floated a tender for 
cellular phones. The tendering 
process is expected ro be com- 
pleted by March, with the 
cellular system expected to go 
operational not before 1995L 

Mr. Jamil emphasised that 
cellular phones were not the 
answer to the rising demand 
for telephone lines. 

“It is only a complementary 
service and has no reflection 
on the national plan that the 
TCC is implementing to 
address the basic need of con- 
sumers in Jordan,” he said. 

The TCC’s efforts, launched 
in 1991, to have private sector 
involvement in an “install, 
operate and share” scheme 
did not yield fruit. 

, Under the scheme, the TCC 
would have allowed the private 
sector to build exchanges and 
networks with private capital 
and commercially operate the 
systems for fixed periods and 
then hand over the systems to 
the TCC. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Regent awards Riad Al Mufleh 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent. Tuesday conferred Al Kawkab Medal of 
the First Order on Riad Al Mufleh in appreciation of his 
services and contributions to supporting national institutions. 
Mr. Mufleh had established the Jordan Cement Factories 
Company in 1952 and made generous donations towards 
building Muta University Mosque and Salt Mosque. He also 
set up a JD 300.000 fund to help educatepoor students from 
the Balqa area at Jordanian universities. The award ceremony 
was attended by the Upper House of Parliament Speaker 
Ahmad Al Lawzi and His Majesty King Hussein's advisor 
Yanal HikmaL 

Cabinet grants exemptions to 11 
industries 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet Tuesday approved recom- 
mendations made by the Investment Encouragement Commit- 
tee to provide facilities and grant exemptions to 11 certified 
industries with a total capital of S15 million. 

Minister opens Korean Cultural Centre 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Culture Amin Mahmoud 
Tuesday opened the Korean Cultural Centre in Amman. In an 
opening speech. Dr. Mahmoud stressed the importance of 
bilateral relations and means of enhancing them. The director 
of the new centre praised His Majesty King Hussein’s policy 
and his interest in further enhancing cultural exchanges 
between both countries. 
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Near East policy institute 
team visits UNRWA facilities 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 
seven-member team from 
the Washington Institute 
for Near East Policy 
(WINEP) Tuesday visited 
the Baqaa refugee camp 
and met several officials 
from the United Nations 
Relief and Works Af 
(UNRWA) and the 
ign Ministry Department- 
of Palestinian Amirs. 

The team, headed by 
WINEP Executive Direc- 


tor Robert Satloff includes 
Paul Wolfbwitz, Michael 
Mandelbaum, William 
Marshall, David Aikman, 
Paul Rosenfeld and Paul 
Gigot. 

WINEP is a Washing- 
ton-based think tank whidi 
focuses its work on the 
Arab- Israeli conflict. 

The visit Tuesday in- 
cluded an UNRWA 
school, built with a dona- 
tion from the Chinese gov- 


ernment. 

UNRWA officials out- 
lined to the WINEP team 
the agency's services to the 
refugees which are pro- 
vided in cooperation with- 
the Jordanian government. 

The team arrived to Jor- 
dan Monday from the 
occupied West Bank and 
are expected to leave 
Wednesday morning for 
Damascus on the next leg 
of their tour of the region. 
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Fewer but better 

JORDAN CAN certainly pride itself with a 
modern and comprehensive network of 
roads and city streets. In the last few 
decades roads have reached almost every 
village no matter how remote. Yet there is 
so much that needs to be done to preserve 
these roads, especially against damage from 
rainwater. 

Roads are very expensive to build, and 
still more expensive to maintain. We have 
seen very clearly that roads built in haste 
and at nominal initial cost deteriorate 
rapidly and require constant repair and 
recoating almost annually. Also roads built 
without slopes that drain rainwater tend to 
wear rapidly due to the accumulation of 
water. The fact is also that roads and city 
streets which are built without adjoining 
pavements tend to break at the edges. Many 
roads and streets are not provided with 
rainwater drainage systems, and water 
running along those roads and streets con- 
tinues to erode them. All these are of course 
basic faults in the building of our roads that 
make their maintenance a very expensive 
affair. 

Roads, whether made of cement or 
asphalt, are an invention of the developed 
world that first introduced the car. They 
are built based on fixed standards that 
developed over years of use and experi- 
mentation. It should not be difficult to 
import from those developing countries, as 
we import the cars themselves, the stan- 
dards for building the roads. Building roads 
at low cost and below standard is a sheer 
waste of money. It is much better to build 
fewer but sturdy kilometres, rather than 
thousands of weak kilometres. 

Another factor that helps in destroying 
our roads is excess weights. Many of the 
trucks that use the roads in Jordan carry 
more weights than allowed by the standard 
of the road itself. We do have in our law 
books regulations against this irresponsible 
use of the roads, but the authorities en- 
trusted in applying the law are not enforc- 
ing it. 

The roads in modern day countries are 
like the veins in the body of a human being. 
They ensure the vitality of the people and 
increase their mobility. Therefore, they 
should be kept in good shape for people’s 
safety and comfort. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

IT seems that growing differences between the PLO and the 
Rabin government are causing tension on both sides, and 
indeed obstructing the peace process at least on the Lsraeti- 
Palestinian track, Sawt Al Shaab daily said Tuesday. The 
underlying cause for all of this seems to be Rabin's persistence 
on maintaining control over security and border crossings into 
Jordan and Egypt through the Gaza Strip and Jericho areas, 
noted the paper. Rabin, who was quoted as saying that the 
Oslo deal is not so sacred that it could not be violated, has 
already defaulted over the Israeli forces' withdrawal from the 
two areas in implementation of the Sept. 1 3 accord. Rabin and 
Arafat have both admitted failure to reach agreement on the 
implementation of the deal at their Cairo meeting, and have 
detened taking further steps until after 10 days' when they 
scheduled another meeting to discuss the situation, added the 
daily. But. the paper noted, the currem escalation of violence 
in the occupied Arab lands and the hostile stand of the Israeli 
government towards the Palestinians do not augur well for a 
speedy settlement on the implementation of tfie Oslo deal. 
The paper said it would be most advisable and wise for 
President Arafat to explain the real situation to the European 
leaders and the world at large during his European tour so that 
the Israeli actions could be exposed" and the world community 
would realise that it is Israel which is obstructing peace. 

Tareq Masarweh a columnist in Al Ra’i Arabic daily Tuesday 
expressed absolute dismay over the Arab writers participation 
in the UNESCO-sponsored Granada cultural dialogue which 
grouped Arab as well as Israeli intellectuals and writers. It is 
unbelievable to see Arab writers attending such meeting with 
the Israelis at a time when Israeli bullets continue to kill 
innocent Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank and Israeli 
shells destroying Arab villages in Lebanon, said the writer. 
How could Arab writers open a dialogue with the Israelis over 
culture when the cultural centres of Palestine are exposed to 
the atrocities of the Israeli forces and settlers, the writer 
asked. He said that perhaps by organising the dialogue in 
Europe, the Europeans wanted to show their regret over their 
mistreatment of the Jews, but they ought to realise that in 
Ahuilusia the Jett’s were respected by their Arab rulers who 
granted "m total freedom, said the writer. 


Yemen’s crisis threatens the country’s unity 


By Eric Watkins 
and 

Patrick Makin 

YEMEN is currently passing 
through its worst political crisis 
since unification just over 
three years ago. With Vice 
President Ali Salim Al Beedh 
refusing to leave Aden since 
the end of August, Yemen is 
experiencing worsening econo- 
mic and political strains which 
threaten both the country’s 
tentative step towards demo- 
cracy as well as its very unity. 
Hailed just slx months ago as a 
potential harbinger of political 
progress throughout the Arab 
World, Yemen is now begin- 
ning to look decidedly retrog- 
rade. 

Problems began just after 
Yemen’s 27 April parliamen- 
tary election. Since no party 
took a majority of the 301 seats 
in parliament,' a coalition gov- 
ernment was clearly in the 
offing. With 177 seats between 
them. President Ali Abdullah 
Salih's General Peoples' Con- 
gress (GPC) and Beedh’s Ye- 
men Socialist Party (YSP) 
looked set to continue their 
joint rule of the country for a 
further five years. But with 62 
seats, the fundamentalist Islah 
Party began to demand a grea- 
ter share in the government 
and, indeed, threatened to 
boycott die entire proceedings 
if their demands were not met. 
To accommodate them, the 
GPC and YSP apparently 
agreed to the election of Islah's 


joint leader. Sheikh Abdullah 
Bin Hussein Ai Ahmar, as 
'speaker of parliament, and to 
the inclusion of six Islah mem- 
bers in the 29-member cab'met. 
But the GPC-Islah alliance has 
since grown much stronger 
than Mr. Beedh and the Y$P 
anticipated, and the growing 
concern among members of 
the YSP is that the alliance 
aims at marginalising them 
from the government 
altogether. 

Mr. Beedh has given a varie- 
ty of reasons for his departure 
from Sanaa. He began by cit- 
ing his opposition to changes in 
the constitution put forward by 
the GPC-Islah alliance to con- 
solidate their grip on power. 
He followed with an 18-point 
list of demands to be met be- 
fore he consider returning to 
Sanaa and taking up his place 
in the new government. But 
President Salih and the GPC 
implicitly rejected the vice- 
president’s position by issuing 
a 19-point set of their own 
demands. And, to make sure 
that the political horizon was 
properly clouded over, Islah 
introduced a set of its own 
demands, as did a coalition of 
opposition parties. As a result, 
the lists of demands and coun- 
ter-demands have obfuscated 
the central political issues in- 
volved and allowed the coun- 
try's chronic economic prob- 
lems to worsen perceptibly. 

Economic problems 

Yemen’s economy was far- 


ing badly enough without the 
political crisis. Oil production 
is up with the coming on 
stream of 120.000 barrels per 
day from Canadian 
Occidental's new fields in late 
September. But as the pur- 
ported mainstay of Yemen's 
economic future, oil produc- 
tion has so far not reached the 
demands of the economy or 
the expectations of the people. 
Sun Oil recently pulled out of 
Yemen after an unsuccessful 
drilling programme- and Shell 
has drilled four exploratory 
wells only to find them all dry. 
At just over 300,000 bpd. Ye- 
men's production pales into 

insignificance next to Saudi 
Arabia's 8 mbpd and even the 
U.K.'s 2 mbpd. Indeed, Ye- 
men's closest match in terms of 
crude oil production per day is 
Gabon, OPEC's smallest pro- 
ducer at 300,000 bpd. 

Yemen's economic situation 
has not been helped by govern- 
ment overstatements of the 
country's oil potential creating 
false optimism in the populace. 
People increasingly want to see 
tangible rewards from their 
coun try’s oil production but 
they have so far not had much 
opportunity. Instead of swell- 
ing the economy, much of the 
oil revenue has served only to 
replace aid and remittances 
lost when Saudi Arabia expel- 
led some 800,000 Yemeni 
workers during the Gulf war. 
And there are continued wide- 
spread suspicions of high-level 
corruption have siphoned off 
much of the country's new oil 


wealth, particularly by the 
president and his party. 

An annual inflation rate for 
the past three years of nearly 
100 per cent is the main con- 
cern for most of the popula- 
tion, but especially the 3o per 
cent now estimated as unem- 
ployed. To control the econo- 
mic situation. General Salih 
has pressured merchants to 
keep prices down and has 
sought to keep price informa- 
tion under wraps. But a recur- 
rent theme in newspaper car- 
toons is the continually rising 
price of eggs and the security 
of investing in chickens. 

The political ’ crisis has 
obviously made the economic 
situation worse. On 21 Octo- 
ber, Beedh stated he would 
□ever return to Sanaa and the 
following day the rival began 
to fall rapidly in unofficial trad- 
ing. Yemenis tend to see falls 
in the exchange rate as synony- 
mous with rises in prices; so, 
when the riyal was rumoured 
to be falling by the hour many 
shopkeepers simply refused to 
sell their goods. By 26 October 
its value against the dollar had 
dropped almost 11 per cent, to 
the point where the govern- 
ment — using its old tactics — - 
simply began to lock up unli- 
cenced money changers. But it 
did little good ana one boy 
expressed the sentiment of 
many shopkeepers by explain- 
ing the situation with a single 
word, “dollar." 

As the political situation de- 
teriorates, Yemen’s potential 
to attract desperately needed 


The declaration of principles: 

Calculated shock treatment for 
Palestinians and Israelis 


By Ludwig W. Tamari 

THE declaration of principles 
hit world public opinion with 
the force of a whirlwind — so 
much so, in fact, that a number 
of observers believe that the 
suddenness of the accord was 
part and parcel of the agree- 
ment itself. This was shock 
treatment for both Palestinians 
and Israelis alike. 

There are those who 
wholeheartedly endorse the 
agreement and there are those 
who oppose it. There are those 
who are awed and predict the 
worst, while others caU for 
patience and warn against 
irresponsible acts. There are 
those who call for bolstering 
the PLO, while others say that 
unanimity in the ranks without 
unity of minds is hypocrisy. 
There are those who are moti- 
vated by self-interest, while 
there are others who declare 
“so what" — a drowning man 
is not afraid to get wet. 

But there is no need for us to 
be stunned by the shock of the 
“Declaration.” The signing of 
the declaration was very much 
like an earthquake: those who 
experience it have no choice 
but to ride it out. It is an 
incontrovertible fact of life. 

But the shock of the declara- 
tion is not the only surprise 
that we should be willing to 
accept. There are other sur- 
prises, I am quite sure, that 
took place before the negotia- 
tions m Oslo even got under- 
way. Those surprises made the 
Oslo talks inevitable. 

The view from Israel 

It is dear that the political 
leaders of Israel decided that 
peace was in their best 
strategic interest. Having made 
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that assumption, they decided 
to negotiate with the PLO. The 
Arab states agreed with that 
view because it was, after all, 
also in their interest that Israel 
would negotiate with the 
Palestinians. 

It is also eminently dear, I 
believe, that the Israeli par- 
liamentary opposition en- 
dorsed the idea of negotiating 
a Declaration of Principles. 
But it is also clear that the 
opposition only agreed to sup- 
port the negotiating position of 
the government so long as the 
PLO unequivocally agreed to 
the word and letter of the 
declaration. 

As part of this agreement, I 
am quite sure that a break- 
down in the talks — or a 
refusal on the part of the PLO 
to negotiate — would have 
resulted in an immediate col- 
lapse of the Oslo channel. The 
Israeli government would have 
felt itself compelled to use 
Machiavellian excuses to jus- 
tify freezing the peace process, 
and perhaps shelving it 
altogether, if the talks had 
failed, I think that we can 
assume that the current Israeli 
government would have fallen 
and ’ife would have become 
more bitter for the Palesti- 
nians. 

It should be assumed that 
while the two parties in Israel 


have fundamental differences, 
they agree on one thing: the 
solid foundation of Israel's 
security transcends all dis- 
agreements and all political 
views. Ironically, therefore, I 
would say that by agreeing to 
the Declaration, the Palesti- 
nian negotiators have actually 
placed themselves in the same 
political trench as the Israeli 
opposition. They agreed that 
in order for the current process 
to go forward, Israel’s security 
could not be placed in 
jeopardy. 

After the Declaration 

What can we deduce from 
the signing of the Declaration 
of Principles then? In addition 
to the above, I will call them 
“scenarios,” the Palestinian 
and Israeli negotiators came to 
realise that the options avail- 
able for further negotiation 
bad been aystallised. There 
was no need for more haggling. 
It was now either a positive 
response, or a negative rejec- 
tion. 

The Oslo negotiations went 
forward because there was a 
choice: either each party could 
insist on realising all they 
wanted —and take the risk of 
losing everything — or they 
could accept negotiations, and 
come away with at least some- 
thing. That is the choice that 
□ow faces each of them. 

The gist of the Declaration is 
that the Palestinians could 
achieve their sovereign entity 
and their land of Palestine in 
stages over a period of five 
years. Throughout this five 
year period, it is incumbent of 
Israel to see to the realisation 
of an inviolate and peaceful 
Palestine. 

The time frame of five years, 
however, also reflects the 
period of time that Israel will 
need to cultivate the political 
atmosphere for completing the 


normalisation process with the 
'other Arab states. 

The view of the Palestinians 

For the Palestinians, the 
negotiations in Oslo embodied 
the following three points. 
First, it signalled the Israeli 
govemmenrs attempt to trans- 
form itself from an intransigent 
enemy to a docile dove. 
Second, it showed that Israel 
and the world community bad 
finally recognised the rights of 
Palestinians to exist as a people 
with a sovereign entity on their 
own land. Third, despite the 
chameleon quality of me Dec- 
laration, it showed that there 
was no other alternative but 
peace. Or, as Rabin conceded, 
“enough is enough.” 

That is how the “surprise of 
surprises” — the Declaration 
of Principles — came about. 
This was capped by the signing 
ceremony on the White House 
lawn on September 13. That 
was the moment when time 
stood still. 

While the voices in favour of 
the accord had their say, so too 
did those against it. By defini- 
tion, those who opposed the 
accord repudiated its particu- 
lars. Bat that does not mean 
that those who opposed the 
accord also opposed the peace 
process. The truth of the mat- 
ter is that, starting with the 
conference at Madrid and for 
almost twenty months thereaf- 
ter, the majority of the Palesti- 
nian negotiating _ team was 
comprised of political hard- 
liners. 

Nor, for those for or against 
the accord, was it ever in- 
tended that the issue of Palesti- 
nians inalienable rights be on 
tire agenda of deliberations of 
the peace process. Palestinian 
rights are inalienable and can- 
not be the subject of negotia- 
tions, In addition, the peace 
process was laboriously de- 


signed to lay down the 
framework of a comprehensive 
peace; and not a final accord. 

For those who opposed the 
declaration it was dear after 
twenty months of negotiations, 
the agreement fell below their 
already dwindling expecta- 
tions. The agreement seemed 
to prostitute the inalienability 
of Palestinian rights. In a mo- 
ment of pique, one opponent 
made the add remark that the 
"general principles” of the De- 
claration were not "general 
prindples at all, but unp rind- 
pled generalities.'* 

Be that as it may, the fact 
remains that the pros and cons 
have been put on the spot by 
the fait accompli of the Dec- 
laration. Since this is the case. 
I have a suggestion: let us 
prevail on those who are in 
agreement to disdpline the 
euphoria of their optimism, 
and in the meantime, let us 
remind the rejectionists that 
the issues at stake beg them to 
temper the intensity of their 
pessimism. 

Let us, with the worst of 
intentions, grant the Israelis 
the benefit of the doubt and, 
while allowing for the best of 
intentions, acknowledge 
Palestinian sovereignty on 
their own land. Let the annals 
of history show that the Israelis 
achieved what they planned 
for; but let those same annals 
show that what the Palestinians 
had to undergo with courage 
— forty years of the worst kind 
of mayhem — was actually a 
litmus of their political staying 
power. “Enough is eno ugh ^ 

Since a tiny gesture of good 
will could arrest a flow of ill 
will, let those with the will to 
give peace a chance, take that 
chance. 

The writer is a Washington- 
based lawyer. He contributed 
ffie above article to the Jordan 
Times. 


investment deteriorates with it. 
The success of the proposed 
free trade zone in Aden will 
depend almost entirely on the 
country’s ability to solicit fore- 
ign investment. But such in- 
vestment is unlikely to appear 
if the current climate of politic- 
al and economic instability pre- 
vails. The 29 October assas- 
sination of Beedh’s nephew, 
for example, added consider- 
ably to political tension in the 
country. The oil industry is 
also unlikely to invest further 
in the country since the gov- 
ernment appears incapable of 
guaranteeing the safety of 
workers from the threat of the 
tribes. In early November. 350 
armed tribesmen demanding 
jobs and money impeded work 
at sites operated by BP, Hunt, 
Lasmo and Total. Hijackings 
of vehicles are again on the 
rise, making a mockery of 
statements by the government 
that it will guarantee the safety 
of company personnel. Not 
only are the tribes reported to 
be better armed than the army, 
but also they are far more 
numerous. A skirmish with 50 
tribesmen today does not pre- 
clude the arrival of 500 more 
tomorrow. 

Downward spiral 

Yemen thus appears to be in 
a downward political and eco- 
nomic spiral. Political dissen- 
sion between the ruling parties 
has led to increased friction 
since the country’s unification 
in May 1990. That friction has 


left undone. many of the most 
baric problems iithc country, 
not least revitalisation of its : 
economy in the wake, of the 
Gulf war. But continued dis- 
sension among the political 
leadership, apart from under- 
lining the possibility of econo- ■ 
mic collapse, gives rise to the . 
haunting spectre of the coun- 
try’s ultimate fragmentation. 

Mr. Beedh himself raised 
that possibility. In interviews 
with newspapers - throughout 
the region, he mute than once 
suggested that Yemeni unity — ; 
once so highly praised — may 
well be a thing of the past. 
And. as the idea of fragmenta- 
tion begins to.take root, he has 
suggested that there could be. 
two Yemens or more. Whether 
Mr. Beedh or anyone else 
actually wants to see the coun- 
try once again divided remains 
to be seen. -A succession of- 
high-level mediators — includ- 
ing Yasser - Arafat — haw • 
made an effort to get Gen. 
Salih and Mr. Beedn talking ! 
again and to keep the two 
Yemens together. By the be- 
ginning of- November. Mr. ’ 
Beedh remained intransigent • 
in Aden and showed no sign of 
giving in on his demands. Dis- 
missed by President Salih as a 
"summer cloud which would 
soon go away”. Yemen’s poli- 
tical crisis shows little sign of 
disappearing Crowds of Ade- 
nis queueing for plane tickets 
in Sanaa seemed to be voting 
with their feet — Middle East 
International, London. 


Battle, not 
bargaining, likely to 
decide Bosnia’s fate 


By Giles Elgood 
Reuter 

BELGRADE — The cup- 
board is bare at the U.N. re- 
fugee agency, winter is biting 
hard and die war in Bosnia is 
regarded as more likely to be 
decided on the battlefield than 
at die conference table. 

Most forecasts for 1994, as 
Bosnia’s Muslims, Serbs and 
Croats approach the end of 
their second year of conflict, 
see a continuation of brutality, 
bad faith and suffering. 

Western governments have 
voiced doubts about whether 
the costly United Nations op- 
eration in Bosnia can go on if 
the factions show no interest in 
a settlement and aid officials 
wonder if humanitarian de- 
liveries are fuelling die war. 

Internationally mediated 
peace talks have been revived 
after a two-month stalemate 
but progress is slow and one 
senior Western diplomat ques- 
tioned their effectiveness and 
said a military solution was the 
only likely outcome. 

“The talks are just for 
show,” said the diplomat in 
Sarajevo. “None of the three 
sides can be seen as refusing to 
negotiate." 

U.N. officials believe heavy 
snow over the winter will slow 
■the pace of fighting but the 
Muslims, who have little to 
lose, will be preparing for a 
spring offensive against the 
Croats. 

“If it is a bad winter, the 
weather will restrict what can 
happen on the battlefield,” 
sauf Brigadier John Reith, the 
senior British U.N. officer in 
Bosnia. 

A senior U.N. official 
added: “The Muslims have 
mad e _ it clear they plan an 
offensive in the spnng if there 
is not a peace agreement on 
their terms. 

“Most of the aid into central 
Bosnia goes to the Muslims, 
who are the Croats’ principal 
enemy. If there is no peace 
agreement I expect the Croats 
will use whatever methods they 
can to block aid shipments.” 
The forecast of further 
offensive action by a reorga- 
nised Muslim army, which has 
jdready seized parts of central 
Bosnia from the Croats, was 
echoed by a senior Bosnian 
officer. 

Deputy army commander 
Jovan Dniak said his outgunned 
troops had little chance against 
the well-equipped Serbs with 
their tanks and heavy artillery 
but could take on the less 
impressive Hpsnian Croat 
HVO militia, ft - — - - 

“A real possibility exists of 
destroying the HVO by car- 
rying out offensives,” he told 
Reuters., 

Fighting between Muslims 
and Croats has severely ham- 
pered the- U.N. operation to 
bring aid to some 1.5 million 
civilians in central Bosnia, but 
next year the humanitarian 
situation is expected to 
worsen. 

The U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
succeeded in securing fimmw 
for a greatly pared down prog- 
ramme in the final mon ths of 



1993 only by intensive lob- . 
bying. 

For the first six months of 
1994, no funds have been re- 
ceived for the agency’s $200 
milli on programme and none 
have yet been pledged, said 
UNHCR spokeswoman Lyn- 
dail Sachs. 

“At present it doesn’t look ' 
terribly good,” she added. 

The United Nations esti- 
mates there are more than 2.7 
million civilians in need m Bos- 
nia, who are much less well 
equipped to withstand the 
war’s second winter than they 
were the first. 

Refugees and “social cases” . 
— civilians dependent on wel- 
fare — were in increasing diffi- ' 
culties in Serbia and Croatia, . 
whose economies were show- 
ing the strain of financing their 
proxies in Bosnia. 

“People's reserves are run- 
ning low,” said Ms. Sadis. . 
“1994 is going to be a crunch 
time for many people, not just 
refugees but also social cases.” 

Nowhere is the economic . 
cost of the war more visible 
than in Serbia, where hyperinf- 
lation brought on by U.N. 
sanctions ana crippling military 
spending has made the nation- 
al currency, the dinar, virtually 
worthless. 

President Slobodan 
Milosevic, blamed by the West 
for starting the war, is ex- 
pected to emerge from Serbian 
parliamentary elections on De- 
cember 19 firmly in power and 
will remain a key player in the 
peace process. 

He and his ministers are 
lobbying for the removal of 
sanctions but it remains un- 
clear whether the Serbs in Bos- 
nia will indeed yield territory 
to the Muslims as demanded - 
by the government in 
Sarajevo. 

In Croatia, the danger of 
Zagreb starting another all-out 
war with secessionist minority 
Serbs holding a third of the 
former Yugoslav republic 
appears to have receded and 
diplomats hope for modest 
progress towards peace in the 
coming months. 

For much of this year, the 
nationalist government 
threatened to eject U.N. 
peacekeepers unless they forc- 
ibly disarmed the Serbs, raising 
fears of a new Serbo-Croatian 
war. 

Since October, bellicose Hue- • 
tone has been replaced by une- 
quivocal public commitments 
to talks on normalisation with 
the Serbs- with no time - limit or 
preconditions. ... 

The change of mood has 
been motivated by threats of 
Western sanctions against 
Croatia if It starts another war 

senior Zagreb officials now 

publicly admit fears of punish- 
ment — and by concern not to 
upset economic reconstruct 
tiou, including .a promising 
new anti-inflation programme. . 

“I think the international * 
community has been .quite' 
forthright, putting a lot of - 
pressure on Croatia,” said a 
Western diplomat. “And the ; 
more moderate and rational 
advisers around President 
Tudjman have earned the 

day. - . \. 
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Arafat hopes self-rule snags would be removed 
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(Continued from page l) 

ences, there are some ambi- 
guities. from both aides," he 
said in a talk to some 250 
members of the House of 
Commons and House of 
Lords. “But I hope we will be 
able to overcome all the obsta- 
cles. 

“We spoke frankly and we 
agreed on a few more days for 
more clarifications and nego- 
tiations,” he said of his meet- 
ing with Mr. Rabin, whom he 
termed “a. man of his word.” 

“We agreed strongly that we 
were both committed to the 
DoP (declaration of princi- 
ples)" the two had signed in 
Washington Sept. 13. 

Mr; Arafat acknowledged 
opposition to the peace accord 
from both the Israeli and 
Palestinian sides. 

“We expected it,” he said, 
“ft is impossible to have 100 
per cent for anybody. Not even 
the prophets can expect 100 
per cents. 

“But there are no other 
alternatives. We must carry 
on. Otherwise there will be 
complete confusion... and bal- 
kanisation.” 

.Mr. Arafat, dad in his cus- 
tomary khaki military unif orm 
and keffiyah, received a warm 
welcome and polite applause 
from the British parliamenta- 
rians after dedaring of the 
Palestinians, “we are fed up. 
We are human beings, not 
slaves. We have a right to a 
homeland, to live in complete 
security.” 

He said the infrastructure of 
the Israeli-occupied territories 
was in shambles and needed 
major influxes of cash to be 
rebuilt. 

“It’s a real catastrophe,” he 
said. “We need more and more 
and more and more. Every- 
thing has been destroyed. I 
hope you understand our 
tragedy.” 

“We need your help. I mean 
it. And not only moral and 
political help,”' intoned Mr. 
Arafat, recalling what he 


termed an old Arabic proverb: 
“A friend in need is a firend 
indeed.” 

It was to be a historic visit 
for the PLO chief, who two 
years ago was politically re- 
viled in the West for his sup- 
port of Iraq during the Gulf 
war, 

Mr. Arafat likewise once 
had little love for Britain, 
which the PLO has accused of. 
shared blame, as architects of 
Israel, for the Palestinian peo- 
ple’s troubles. 

Tuesday, however, Mr. Ara- 
fat was an honoured guest in 
London where be enjoyed a 
statesman’s reception. 

He was to meet Wednesday 
with leaders of the Church of 
England and the Roman 
Catholic Church, and even 
with leaders of Britain’s Jewish 
community, although there 
was bitter controversy over 
that. 

One Jewish group. Rabbis 
for the People ana Land of 
Israel, said in a statement, 
“The avowed declarations of 
the PLO to destroy Israel have 
not yet been stricken from its 
charter. Until this is done, 
there can be no question of 
even innocent dialogue with 
them.”- ------- 

Israeli Deputy Defence 
Minister Mordechai Gur Tues- 
day played down the differ- 
ences between Israel and the 
PLO over security arrange- 
ments, saying these problems 
could be sorted out in a matter 
of days. 

In a telephone interview 
from Israel broadcast od Radio 
France Internationale, Mr. 
Gur said: “I hope we can find 
solutions within 10 days.” 

Asked if a solution could be 
found by Dec. 23, the date by 
which Mr. Rabin and Mr. Ara- 
fat agreed to meet after foiling 
to meet the Dec. 13 deadline, 
Mr. Gur replied: “I am not 
talking dates... believe solu- 
tions can be found. I don’t 
know whether this will be 
possible within five days or 
10 .” 


He said Israel’s major worry 
in talks with the PLO touched 
on the country’s concern to 

g rotect its borders. “The 
alestinians do not believe so 
much that Israel could be 
threatened,” he said. 

As far as the PLO was con- 
cerned, the problem was “the 
symbolism of sovereignty, of 
independence,” he said. “I be- 
lieve we can reach a comprom- 
ise that will satisfy Israeli 
security needs.” 

He added: “We must take 
into account Israseli sensitivi- 
ties on sovereignty.” 

In a statement likely to 
deepen Palestinian frustration 
•at the slow pace ofr peace, Mr. 
Rabin appeared Monday to 
back away from Israel’s prom- 
ise to complete die military 
withdrawal from Gaza and 
Jericho by April 13. 

’’There are no sacred dates 
but rather each date is con- 
ditioned on reaching an agree- 
ment,” Mr. Rabin told repor- 
ters, referring to the phased 
implementation of the Israel- 
PLO accord. 

Differences over security 
issues, the overall authority for 
border crossing and the size of 
a Palestinian self-rule area in 
_ Jericho forced Mr. Rabin and. 
Arafat to agree in Cairo Sun- 
day on further talks and a 


10-day withdrawal delay. 

Accusing the PLO of brink- 
manship' Mr. Rabin did some 
stonewalling of his own, saying 
he had “no intention... to con- 
cede on the security issues.” 

Cabinet minister Sh nlanri t 
Aloni told reporters: “Arafat 
calls himself president of Pales- 
tine, but he nas to understand 
we are not dealing now with 
establishing a Palestinian 
state.” 

“You want to be like Ban- 
tustan?” Mr. Arafot angrily 
asked Mr. Rabin during an 
argument Sunday over the size 
of he West Bank region from 
which Israel would withdraw, 
according to a newspaper re-' 
port Tuesday. 

Responding to Mr. Arafat's 


question about Bantustau — 
black enclaves under South 
African rule — Mr. Rabin 
said: “What you are asking for 
is a non-starter.” 

Mr. Arafat: “I want to .con- 
trol the crossings to Jordan. I 
want to save my people the' 
humiliation at the bridge cros- 
sings." 

Mr. Rabin: “You won’t get 
it. Outside security and control 
over the- crossings will remain 
in our hands.” 

Mr. Rafat: “Understand me. 
Tm weak and yon are strong. 
Why do you have to be con- 
cerned about security? You 
can swallow us.” . . - 
Mr. Rabin: “We are only 
talking about an interim ag 
ment, and we are talking 
the first stage of the agree- 
ment. We are not setting bor- 
ders. We only came to talk 
a boat Gaza and Jericho.” 

Mr. Arafat: “Even in the 
(Alloa) plan, it was written 
that the control over the Jor- 
dan bridges is in our bands.” 
Mr. Rabin: “We are talking 
about Jericho and two refugee 
camps, not more than that.” 
Mr. Arafat: “Had I known 
that this is all you propose, I 
wouldn’t have accepted the 
Oslo accord. I want the whole 
Jericho region.” . 

Mr. Rabin: “What you are 
demanding doesn’t appear in 
the declaration of principles. 
You won't get it.” 

Rabin spokesman Oded 
Ben-Ami said he could not 
confirm the exchange. 

In Strasbourg, France, Mr. 
Arafat said on Monday Israel 
wanted the PLO to set up a 
large force to maintain Older 
after Israel withdrew from the 
occupied territories. 

“Israel insists on the fact 
that we set up a proper stro 



Palestinian leader \av*cr Arafat waves to journalists Tucsduv 
upon his -arrival at the home or British Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd (left) in Y.ondon iAFP photo) 


■peace process, Mr. Arafat re-, 
{died: “The dialogue is now 
open with all of them (the 
opponents). But the moment 
that the peace accord is im- 


plemented, it will be a new era 
m the Middle East” 


The chief Israeli peace nego- 
tiator on Tuesday urged 
Palestinians to oppose the Isla- 


security organisation,” he tol 
the European Parliament. 
“Some 20,000 to 25.Q00 
(Palestinian) soldiers is what 
Israel is calling for.” 

Asked whether he would be 
able to control extremist 
Palestinian opposition to the 


mic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) and give peace a 
chance. 

“Palestinians and all those 
who want peace must oppose 
Hamas,” General Amnon Sba- 
hak, who heads the Israeli 
team in peace talk* with the 
Palestinians, told Israeli Radio 


on the sixth anniversary of the 
founding of Hamas. 

“Some Hamas members are 
interested in the Israeli-PLO 
accord,” said Gen. Shabak, 
who is also a deputy chief of 
staff. 

“They must either accept 
this accord and join the major- 
ity Palestinian view, or dis- 
appear, or fight the accord and 
therefore become the enemies 
of all those who approve it,” 
he said. 

On Monday, General Dorou 
Almog, military commander 
for foe occupied Gaza Strip, 
said be had had talks last week 
with Hamas offi cial* . 


Israeli troops kill two more in Gaza 


(Continued from page 1) 

driver fled on foot, but were 
later captured. 

The army blew up two cars 
laden with explosives which 
they said were meant to kiD 
Israelis. 

At Gaza City mosques activ- 
ists announced that Hamas’s 
Izzeddin A1 Qassam brigades 
were behind the Shajaiyeh car- 
bomb attempt. 

Soldiers opened fire several 
times in the city and neigh- 
bouring Jabalya refugee camp 
as hundreds of Palestinians 
protested after a Hamas call to 
mark in blood Monday's sixth 
anniversary of the founding of 
the hardline movement. 

Fierce dashes continued af- 
ter dark in the Sheikh Radwan 
district of Gaza, a Hamas 
hotbed, where one youth was 
killed and at least five more 
shot. An eight-year-old boy 
was hit in the eye, witnesses 
said. 

Gaza hospitals treated 20 
Palestinians for bullet wounds, 
doctors said. 

On the West Bank, under- 
cover soldiers shot a Palesti- 
nian student in the leg when 
trouble erupted during an 
arrest operation in Bethlehem, 
Palestinian sources said. 

“We know Hamas intends to 
launch suicide attacks against 
us,” Gaza Strip army comman- 
der General Doron Almog told 
military radio. 

Israeli troops killed three' 
Arabs, one a suicide- bomber, 
and wounded a dozen more on ' 
the Gaza Strip on Monday as 
the deadline passed for the 


start of a military withdrawal 
under the autonomy agree- 
ment. 

Gen. Almog noted that the 
delay would likely increase the 
violence because of ’frustra- 
tion among the people.” 

Hamas and the smaller 
group Islamic Jihad have been 
increasingly using suicide 
attacks on Israelis to sabotage 
the Israeli-Paiestiman Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
agreement on Palestinian self- 
rule in the occupied territories. 

Israel and the PLO missed 
their first big peace deadline 
on Monday, delaying the start 
of an Israeli troop withdrwal 
from Gaza and the West Bank 
town of Jericho for at least 10 
days. 

Nationalist Jewish settlers 
who live in the occupied terri- 
tories and also oppose the 
accord heckled Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and threw cof- 
fee at him during a ground- 
breaking ceremony in central 
Israel on Tuesday. The coffee 
missed Mr. Rabin but splashed 
one of his bodyguards. 

Since the Israeli-PLO accord 
•emerged in Sept., 43 Palesti- 
nians and 18 Israelis have been 
killed in political violence. 

Hamas, which claims 40 or 
50 per cent support among the 
nearly two mimon Palestinians 
in the occupied territories, has 
become the most active oppo- 
nent of the agreement. 

The group boasts it has kil- 
led 11 of the 18 Israelis. 

Hamas was founded on Dec. 
14, 1987, by Sheikh - Ahmad 
Yassin, a wheelchair-bound 
Muslim deric now serving a 


life prison sentence for order- 
ing the killing of Palestinians 
suspected of cooperating with 
Israel. Prosecutors dropped 
charges he ordered the killing 
of two Israeli soldiers in a last 
minute plea-bargain. 

Some 200 Hamas and Isla- 
mic Jihad leaders exiled by 
Israel last year are due to 
return home Wednesday or 
Thursday after their expulsion 
orders expired (see page 10). 

Abie Nathan said he talked 
with Sheikh Yassin three 
weeks ago at a prison in north- 
ern Israel where the quadriple- 
gic, 58-year-old sheikh is serv- 
ing a life term. 

Mr. Nathan said PLO chief 
Yasser Arafat gave him a mes- 
sage to take to Sheikh Yassin. 

Y ‘He (Arafot) said he was 
ready to start a dialogue, ready 
to go a Jong way to involve 
them (Hamas), not only in the 
peace process, but in the re- 
building of the occupied 
lands,” Mr. Nathan tola the 
Associated Press.” 

Sheikh Yassin agreed that 
“now was the time for dia- 
logue," Mr. Nathan said. 

Mr. Nathan quoted the 
sheikh as saying that if released 
from jail, be would meet with 
his lieutenants and work out 
the conditions under which 
Hamas would participate in the 
self-rule. 

Hamas wants assurances 
from Mr. Arafot that the PLO 
administration will be demo- 
cratic, Mr. Nathan said. “They 
also want to Jknow that a good 
percentage of Hamas^nembers 
will be involved in ever” 
sphere of life.” 


Scope of pullout as crucial as crossings 


(Continued from page 1) 

unit through Palestinian 
lands. 

“This interpretation deals- 

a serious blow to Palestinian 
sovereignty,” said one PLO 
official. 

In Strasbourg. PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat ruled out 
joint control with Israel of 
border crossing points, but 
said he could accept “coor- 
dination.” •‘Coordination, 
but not control.” Mr. Arafat 
said at a press conference. 

A main .problem that 
Palestinian negotiators have 
been facing is how to arrive at 
an autonomy deal without 
prejudicing tne final status of 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip; especially that 
sovereignty is considered part 
of the ’’firial status” negotia- 
tions. 

Mr. Arafot ‘s argument has 
been that by ensuring Palesti- 
nian control over the crossing 
points Palestinians could en- 
sure that independence 
would' not be blocked. 

“Arafat, fears that Israeli 
control over all crossings will 
reduce the Palestinian self- 
rule into. South African style 
Bantustafts - that will- isolate the 


Palestinians and hamper an 
evolution towards a state,” 
said a weli-informed Fateh 

officiaL - 1 

-" But other officials, who do 
not underestimate the signifi- 
cance of the crossings, be- 
lieve that priority should be 
given to countering Israel’s 
attempts to practically strip 
Palestinians from control 
over their land and ensure 
continued Israeli settjement. 

In the Palestinian view, the 
Israeli scheme for troops re- 
deployment is designed to 
tear apart at least 10 per cent 
of the Gaza Strip and consoli- 
date the existence of the set- 
tlements. 

Palestinians are trying to 
keep the settlements isolated 
and fragmented in order to 
keep the door open for nego- 
tiating the future of the col- 
onies! which the PLO will 
press to be dismantled. 

Consequently the Israeli 
scheme does not only end the 
isolation of the settlements, 
but also imposes a de facto 
annexation of the settlements 
into Israel, thus jeopardising 
the final outcome of the 
negotiations. 

Some Palestinian analysts 
argue that this issue, rather 


than the crossing points, 
should be the make or break 
point in determining the fu- 
ture of the talks with Israel. 

They maintain that the 
utmost that the Palestinians 
could get is a joint strictly 
civilian control of the cros- 
sing points confined to points 
between Egypt and Gaza and 
Jordan and Jericho. 

One concern among many 
PLO officials is that by giving 
more prominence to the cros- 
sing points the organisation 
could play into Israeli hands 
by having to accept a com- 
promise on other more sub- 
stantive issues in return for 
an Israeli approval of some 
sort of participation in the 
aspired control. 

The Israeli argument i$ 
that border control issues 
deal directly with security 
and sovereignty — the latter 
considered to be pari of the 
"final status” negotiations. 

Therefore. Palestinian offi- 
cials favour on focusing on an 
Israeli withdrawal does not 
jeopardise the sovereignty of 
the land rather than sticking, 
to what could prove to be 
symbolic rather than actual 
moves towards Palestinian 
nationhood. 


Battle brewing over alcohol law 


(Coataraed from page 1) 

bid. But Mr. Shakhanbeh’ 
said, the “Question is not one 
of halai and ha ram (religious- 
Iv sanctioned or not) only.” 
the interests of the state 
■should be taken into account, 
he said. 

Fawzi Tuaimeh, spokes- 
man for the 17-member 
National Action Front, said 
his bloc had not adopted a 
position on the draft law. but 
asserted that the majority 
would work to protect public 
freedoms. 

"The general position will 
be in harmony with the Con- 
stitution. in support of public 
freedoms." he said. 

Dr. Said pointed out that 
Muslims are banned from 
drinking alcohol while Christ- 
ians could produce and con- 
sume alcohol in their homes.. 
Their freedom will, be pro- 
tected, he said. 

Mr. Tuaimeh and other de- 
puties said that the govern- 
ment must take the lead .in 
explaining the economic dan- 
gers inherent in a ban. on 


alcohol because many law- 
makers would be in "tough 
position” if' they chose to 
oppose a requirement clearly 
denned in Islam. 

"It will not. be an easy 
issue.” said Deputy Ali Abu 
Al Ragheb. pointing out that 
the economic and social rami- 
fications of a ban on alcohol 
would entail should be care- 
fully studied when the new 
legislation is discussed. 

The alcohol industry, with 
a total investment of JD 250 
million, contributes about JD 
40 million in fees, taxes and 
customs to the treasury 
annually and there are about 
12 distilleries and breweries 
in the Kingdom. 

Deputies said the govern- 
ment should highlight the so- 
cial and economic problems 
that would emerge in the 
event of banning alcohol, cit- 
ing the relatively low rate of 
alcohol-related social prob- 
lems in the country and the 
enormity of such problems in 
neighbouring dry states to 
support its argument. 

"The government must 
move quickly and strongly in 


defence of its policy." said 
one deputy. 

Observers say manv de- 
puties might shy away* from 
opposing an Islamists ' bid to 
ban alcohol if the govern- 
ment does not take a clear 
stand against it and explains 
that such a move would hurt 
the country’s national in- 
terest. 

The House is expected to 
refer the draft law to its 
Judiciary Committee where 
some deputies say the diffi- 
culties associated with discus- 
sing it would be demons- 
trated. 

Five of the 18-member 
committee are members of 
the IAF and its president is 
independent Islamist Abdul 
Baqi Jam mo. These deputies 
are expected to try to have 
the law comply with Islamic 
law against the opposition of 
other members. 

Accordingly, the commit- 
tee will be divided in its 
recommendatin. leading to 
heated and tense discussions 
when the recommendation is 
presented on the House 
floor, observers say. 


Yeltsin foes take massive lead 
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reformers in the government. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky also said his 
party expected to play a big 
role in tne naming of a new 
government and has ready to 
form' an alliance with any of 
the parties:: ' ; 

Zhirinovsky seemed un- 
likelyTTidwever, to become 
prime minister or get a' signifi- 
cant government post because 
Mr. Yeltsin nominates cabinet 
members. . 

Mr. Zhirinovsky vowed 
Tuesday be would fight to roll 
back reforms and would seek 
the presidency to restore the 
country’s lost prestige. 

Hardline communists and 
nationalists were meanwhile 
weighing a possible alliance 
that could give them control of 
the legislature. 

At his first news conference 
since the elections, Mr. Zhir- 
inovsky outlined his party’s im- 
mediate priorities whidi he 
said ranged from cracking 
down on crime to “a new fore- 
ign policy” to resurrect Rus- 
sia’s role as a superpower. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky denied that 
the LDP would try to return 
the Baltic states and other 
parts of the former Soviet Un- 
ion to Russian domination 
through use of military force, 
but predicted they would beg 
to return once Russia cut off its 
"free” aid to them. 

They will be dying with 
tears on their cheeks begging 
the new Russian president to 
take them back, Mr. Zhir- 
inovsky told an auditorium 
packed with reporters, and a 
number of supporters who ap- 
plauded his remarks enthusias- 
tically. 

Some of the newly-in depen- 
dent states of the former Soviet 
Union were “doomed to fai- 
lure” once deprived of Russia’s 


nergy 

said ne would try to ensure. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky, a 47-year- 
old lawyer dismissed by most 
of Russia's ruling class as a 
crackpot fascist until Sunday, 
sought to downplay his reputa- 
tion as an_anti^Semite and poli- 
tical extremist arid claimed the 
LDP was open to “any posi- 
tive" partners. 

He also stressed his newly- 
acquired role as a power brok- 
er in Russian poliucs, describ- 
ing the LDP as the country’s 
“dominant” political force and 
claiming that Mr. Yeltsin had 
“a good feeling” towards him 
ana his party. 

Responding to a question 
from a Jewish reporter, he 
stated: “Yon have an excellent 
nation, a beautiful state in 
Israel — you are richer than- 
any other people in the 
world.” 

Dismissing charges of anti- 
Semitism, be added: “We 



what overshadowed Mr. Yelt- 
sin's success in gaining approv- 
al for a new constitution grant- 
ing Him strong powers — pow- 
ers, he said on Monday, that 
the would use to prevent 
attempts to deflect Russia from 
democracy. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky says his 


next goal is the presidency, 
pledged to step 

down in 1996. 


Mr. Yeltsin has pi 


Washington criticised Mr. 
Zhirinovsky, saying be bad 
views “ ana thema*’ to democra- 
tic principles. 

“I will say that many of Mr. 
Zhirinovsky's past statements 
embody views that are obvious 
completely an anathema to 
principles of democracy , to our 
own views on issues like hu- 
man rights and the democratic 
process, economic reform, and 


relations among sovereign 
states,” State Department 
spokesman Mike McCurry told 
reporters. 

Russian Communist Party 
leader Gennady Zyuganov, 
whose party could hold the 
balance of power in the new 
parliament, -ruled out an 
alliance with reformers want- 
ing to pursue the government’s 
economic “shock therapy." 

In an interview with tne for- 
mer hardline parliamentary 
newspaper Sovietskaya Ros- 
siya, making its first reappear- 
ance Tuesday after being ban- 
ned for its views following the 
October crushing of a par- 
liamentary revolt, Mr. Zyuga- 
nov said that his party was 
“open to dialogue with all." 

Mr. Zyuganov noted that his 
party had cooperated in the old 
conservative-dominated parlia- 
ment with “all patriotic move- 
ments”: centrist industrialists, 
collective farm lobbyists, 
Christian democrats ana con- 
stitutional democrats. 

“We are sure that we will 
find a better understanding 
with the absolute majority of 
blocs for whom the country’s 
peace and welfare is the top 
priority,” he said. 

“We are open to dialogue 
with all, but announce in adv- 
ance that... if we continue 
along the road of “shock ther- 
apy” which is basically anti- 
popular and absolutely des- 
tructive for the Russian state, 
nobody will help us.” 

Mr. Zyuganov’s party backs 
a return to a state-run central- 
ised economy. 

Mr. Zyuganov attacked foe 
architect of radical reform in 
Russia. Deputy Prime Minister 
Yegor Gaidar, who on Mon- 
day had invited foe commun- 
ists to join a “broad anti-fascist 
coalition" to block the 
nationalists. 



Regent meets Congress team 

peace so that its peoples can 
enjoy its benefits, a peace foal 
can be protected,” Prince Has- 
san said. 

With reference to Jerusalem 
he said Jordan was committed 
to finding a just and humanita- 
rian solution for foe questions of 
foe Holy City benefitting all 
followers of the three 
monotheistic religions. 

On democracy and political 
pluralism in Jordan, Prince 
Hassan said that Jordan hud 
made a strategic choice by 
opting for true democracy and 
noted that the recent' par- 
liamentary elections provided, 
proof of foe Kingdom's deter-" 
ruination to pursue this course. 

The Jordanian-Palestinian 
relationship. Prince Hassan 
said, is based on the concept of 
supporting the Palestinian peo- 
ple's rights. 

With reference to future 
links with the Palestinians, foe 
Regent said that Amman had 
already offered a number of 
ideas hut they had not been 
given due consideration. 
These, he said, included foe 
establishment of a united Arab 
kingdom as proposed by His 
Majesty King Hussein in 1972. 

The Regent expressed hope 
that 1994 would be the year of 
peace, provided that all parties 
were committed to exerting 
serious efforts to achieve that 
goal. 


"tGontinned from page 1) 

The Regent discussed with 
the delegation members a num- 
ber of. issues of concern to 
Jordan and the United States. 
He stressed that the Kingdom 
was fully committed to foe 
peace process in accordance 
with its principled stands which 
call for the achievement Of a 
just and durable peace which 
could address all issues of con- 
cern to the people of the re- 
gion. 

Prince Hassan also pre- 
sented Jordan's concern of re- 
gional cooperation, noting that 
such cooperation should take 
into account the Arab Nation's 
interests. 

The U.S. team, which ar- 
rived here Monday, is led by 
Senator Dennis Deconc ini and 
is touring several countries in 
foe region. 

Also on Tuesday, the Re- 
gent met with a seven-member 
delegation representing the 
Washington Institute for Near 
East Policy. 

Reviewing with the delega- 
tion the developments of the 
Middle East, Prince Hassan 
stressed the need for a settle- 
ment that can take into 
account the interests of all peo- 
ples in the region. 

“The Middle East is in dire 
need of a warm and not a cold 


Israel negotiating Morocco air links 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel and Morocco are in talks to establish 
air links, Israeli Transport Minister Yisrael Kessar said 
Tuesday. “Yes, negotiations are being conducted at their 
initiation," Mr. Kessar told Israeli army radio. “We are 
pushing for it to be a direct connection and not via Spain or 
France. We are trying to persuade the Moroccan government 
to allow us direct lines between... (Tel Aviv's) Ben-Gurion 
airport and Morocco.” he said. The New York Times reported 
this month that Morocco's King Hassan II had decided ic 
expand his country’s economic ties with Israel — including 
flights between Israel and Morocco by El Al and Royal Air 
Maroc — in a step towards normalising relations. 

Kuwait deputies to discuss secret report 

KUWAIT (R) — A secret report on Kuwaiti state investment 
activities over foe past six months will be discussed by deputies 
on Wednesday under a law giving parliament the right to 
check for posable corruption, deputies said on Tuesday. “The 
public funds protection committee meets on Wednesday to 
discuss foe report,” committee member Ismail Al Shatti told 
Reuters at Tuesday's weekly plenary session of parliament. 
“This report is highly confidential... the committee has only 
one copy,” said fellow committee member Nasser Al Sanea. 

Lebanese foreign minister flies to Britain 

BEIRUT (AP) — Foreign Minister Fans Bouez left for 
London Tnesday on a five-day official visit at the invitation of 
British Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd. The Middle East 
peace process “will be the prime topic” of his discussions in 
Britain, Mr. Bonez said before departing. “Britain's under- 
standing of the intricacies of Middle Eastern issues will enable 
the British government to play an energetic role at this critical 
stage of foe peace process,” he said. 

U.N. denies Israeli accusation 

TEL AVTV (AP) — Israel accused United Nations peace 
keeping forces in Lebanon Monday of denying aid to a' tank 
crew that came under guerrilla attack, and the U.N. dismissed 
foe complaint as a misunderstanding. The incident occurred 
Friday when an Israeli tank was hit by a missile launched from 
an area controlled by Hizbollah in South Lebanon. One Israeli 
crewman was killed and another was injured. The army said 
Monday that members of the Finnish contingent of the United 
Nations Interim Force In Lebanon (UNIFIL) refused a 
soldier's appeal for medical assistance and to radio an Israeli 
outpost for help. The peacekeepers were approached as the 
closest outpost to foe attack site. “The UNIFIL soldiers' 
behaviour contradict basic United Nations principles," foe 
army statement said. Timor Goksel, spokesman for the 
peacekeepers, rejected foe accusation saying what had hap- 
pened was “a case of a communications breakdown. 

3 Islamist activists killed in Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — Security forces have killed three Islamist 

‘ ' ' deadly attacks on 
They said the 
separate incidents in 
the Qena region on Sunday. Two of the suspects were killed in 
a clash with police near the town of Qena after fleeing on a 
boat across the River Nile. Police said a third militant was shot 
dead as he resisted arrest in the village of Deshna. 

Stateless Arab hanged for murder 

KUWAIT (AP) — A stateless Arab convicted of murder was 
hanged Tuesday, the Kuwaiti News Agency reported. 
Kuwait's second execution, since its liberation from Iraqi 
occupation in February 1991 was carried out in prison and 
attended by a representative of the prosecution, KUNA said. 
Kamel Matar Itxhakh was found guilty of shooting Rafeh 
Nasser Banoon in a remote desert area and setting his body on 
fire. The hanging was scheduled for Nov. 16. but was 
postponed. No reasons were given then. The ages of the victim 
and foe convicted were not known. KUNA did not give the 
motive for foe killing. In May, an Iraqi found guilty of 
infiltration and killing a border guard was hanged. 

Turkey promised to expel rebels— Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Turkey has promised to expel members 
of the Iranian rebel group, Mujahedeen -e-Khalq. who are 
accused of waging cross-border attacks. Interior Minister 
Mohammad An Besharati said Tuesday. Mr. Besharati. 
quoted by newspapers here, said the killing in Baghdad of a 
Turkish diplomat by the Iraqi-based Mujahedeen would 
expedite the expulsion of foe rebels from Turkey. Iraq said 
Sunday that members of the Mujahedeen had been arrested 
for Saturday’s murder of Caglar Yucel. an administrative 
attache at the Turkish embassy. The mujahedeen said it shot 
foe diplomat “by mistake” and blamed foe mix-up on the 
Iranian authorities. 

Russia evacuates families from Algeria 

MOSCOW )R) — Russia has withdrawn some 200 members of 
Russian families from Algeria since Saturday because of death 
threats from Islamic militants, ITAR-TASS news agency said 
Tuesday. Foreign Ministry spokesman Grigory Karasin was 
quoted by foe agency as telling a news conference that 69 
people would be evacuated on Tuesday from foe strife-torn 
country. He said that most wives and children of Russian 
embassy, military and trade mission staff would be evacuated 
before foe end of foe year. Mr. Karasin did not sav how many 
Russians were expected to be withdrawn in total. 
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U.S., EC clear way to GATT world trade treaty 


GENEVA (R) — The United 

- States and the European Cora- 
' in unity Tuesday cleared the 
•way fbr a long-awaited world 
1 trade treaty. 

After marathon talks 
•throughout the night, the 
.announcement was made at a 
“news conference by the ex- 
hausted but dearly relieved 

• top trade official's of the 
I -world's most powerful trading 
•powers — Mickey Kantor of 

• the United States and Sir Leon 
! Brittan of the 12-nation Euro- 
l-pean Community (EC). 

"I think it's obvious I'm de- 
;; -lighted to announce the United 
; States... has reached a compre- 
hensive agreement with the 
' European Community," de- 
clared Mr. Kamor, U-S- trade 
representative. 

- - A smiling Brittan, EC trade 
commissioner, said he believed 
the accord between the two 
“augurs well for the successful 
conclusion of the (GATT Uru- 

' guay) round tomorrow 
(Wednesday).” 

Both men had been under 
intense pressure to settle their 
_ .differences so that a global 
'" -trade treaty could be agreed by 
a looming deadline 0500 GMT 

on Thursday. 


The treaty, still to be final- 
ised among the 115 nations 
involved in the seven-year 
round, aims to cut tariffs and 
other barriers to world trade in 
goods and services. 

Major financial institutions 
say it will give an immediate 
psychological boost to interna- 
tional markets and could be 
pumping up to S300 billion 
more into the ailing world eco- 
nomy annually by the year 
2005, a decade after it goes 
into effect. 

“It means, I believe, a 
much-needed breath of fresh 
air for a somewhat be- 
leaguered European economy 
and, as well, a dose of oxygen 
for the world economy,’* Sir 
Brittan said. 

But for the total package to 
clear the U.S. Congress as one 
package without risking wreck- 
ing amendments. President 
Bill Clinton has to tell legisla- 
tors on Capitol Hill he intends 
to sign it by midnight in 
Washington on Dec. 15 (0500“ 
GMT Dec. 16). 

The round was launched 
under GATT, the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade, in 1986 and has missed 


Ukraine plans new 
economic measures 
for next year 


KIEV f R ) — The government 
said Monday it planned to 
boost Ukraine’s crumbling 
economy with a budget ana 
anti-inflation measures to 
promote reforms and limit 
Soviet-style subsidies. 

Government leaders at a 
'news conference also deflected 
rumours that Ukraine planned 
.to introduce its full-fledged 
currency, the hryvna, this 
week to replace the hyperinfla- 
tionaiy interim unit, the karbo- 
vanets. 

Economy Minister Roman 
Shpek said the government 
wanted to stabilise the eco- 
nomy with emphasis on priva- 
tising state-owned firms and 
make those remaining in state 
hands earn their keep. 

' Most state firms next year 
mil not be guaranteed supplies 
of energy under the state 
budget, but will have to earn 
money to buy oil and gas them- 
selves, Mr. Shpek stud. 

. “We know who the potential 
bankrupts are. Either we can 
.'do nothing or try out these 
measures." he said. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Vasyl Yevtukhov dismissed 
suggestions that the govern- 
ment was introducing an “eco- 
nomic state of emergency" in 
Ukraine, which is suffering de- 
clining production and a severe 
fuel shortage. 

“We are not talking about 
•an economic state of emergen- 
cy," he said. "We are talking 
about concrete measures to 
address the situation we are 
.in," he said, adding the mea- 
sures were reworked versions 
of drafts rejected earlier by 
parliament. 


But be and other ministers 
had few details on die mea- 
sures and budget for 1994, to 
be presented to parliament this 
week. 

Mr. Yevtukhov said the gov- 
ernment wanted to move 
away from state orders, stand- 
by of Soviet economics, for 
production by state enter- 
prises. 

"State orders will remain, 
but there will be a different 
understanding of them,” Mr. 
Yevtukhov said. “They way we 
did it before didn’t work — we 
would issue the orders, but we 
didn’t have die funds to buy 
the production." 

Finance Minister Hryhory 
Pyatacbenko said the proposed 
budget would limit inflation by 
forbidding emissionary credits, 
which this year bloated the 
money supply and helped drive 
monthly inflation to 70 per 
cent. 

At least one Ukr ainian and 
one Russian news agency had 
published reports that the 
hryvna was about to be intro- 
duced. 

The karbovanets has steadily 
plummeted since it was intro- 
duced last year, rendered all 
but worthless by hyperinfla- 
tion. Black mariceteers ex- 
changed karbovanets Monday 
at 32,000 to the dollar. 

“We plan to introduce the 
hryvna on Thursday — but on 
which Thursday, I won’t tell,” 
National Bank Chairman Vik- 
tor Yushchenko said amid 
laughter. 

Mr. Yushchenko said the 
central bank and government 
planned to start setting the 
official exchange rate of the 
karbovanets from this week 
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by three years its original De- 
cember 1990 target for an 
accord. 

. Although the United States 
ind the European Community 
ast week cleared a farm trade 
iispute which had long pre- 
dated progress, new problems 
surfaced as zero-hour 
approached. 

The most difficult of these — 
the sharing of revenues from 
potentially lucrative new tech- 
nologies in the audiovisual in- 
dustries as well as cinema and 
video-cassette royalties — 
proved intractable and Mr. 
Kantor and Sir Brittan set it 
aside. 

But it was not dear, as 
daimedf in Paris by Com- 
munications Minister Alain 
Carignon, that the EC had 
achieved the "cultural excep- 
tion” from the GATT treaty 
that France had demanded. 

Mr. Kantor told the news 
conferences that he and Sir 
Brittan had been unable to 
overcome their differences on 
this- issue.* “To advance the 
round, we agreed to disagree 
but our differences remain,” 
he said. 

He said he and Sir Brittan 
had "agreed to disagree" qnd 


would work “shoulder to 
shoulder" to clinch a global 
accord that will cut tariffs by at 
least 30 per cent and bring 
services, term trade and tex- 
tiles under GATT rules for the 
first time. 

Mr. Ran tor said later he 
spoke on the telephone to Mr. 
Cbntoo at about 0600 (0500 
GMT) to discuss the new deal. 

The treaty has the strong 
support of most developing 
countries and former commun- 
ist states who see it as opening 
major markets to their pro- 
ducts and a chance to earn the 
foreign currency they need for 
economic development. 

But negotiators still have to 
dear some hurdles. India and 
Pakistan want better market 
access to the United States and 
the EC for textiles and Latin 
American countries want 
wider openings for farm and 
tropical produce. 

At GATT headquarters on 
the shores of Lake Geneva 


They were being rushed to 
diplomatic missions accredited 


to the world trade watchdog, 
set up in 1948 and now ex- 
pected to be absorbed into a 
new multilateral trade orga- 
nisation od a par with other top 

r irld economic institutions. 

Officials said GATT chief 
¥eter Sutherland, who has 
travelled the globe in the six 
months since he took over as 
director general to badger and 
cajole world leaders into wrap- 
ping up the talks, was delight- 
ed with the breakthrough. 

To get to the agreement, 
both sides appeared to have 
made concessions — the Un- 
ited States on financial services 
and on the audio-visual sector 
and the EC on civil aviation 

subsidies. ■ — 

In financial services, a lucra- 
tive and rapidly growing sector 
covering H ankin g ana insur- ■ 
ance, Washington had insisted 
it would only fully open its 
market to countries who frilly 
opened theirs, creating a "two- 
tier” system. 

This would have violated 
GATT’s most favoured nation 
(MFN) principle — "that con- 
cessions made to one trade 
partner in the world trade body 
should be extended to all 
others. 


Mr. Kantor finally agreed 
the United States would sus- 
pend an exemption from MFN 
it planned to seek for six 
months, pending better offers 
of reciprocal openings from 
other countries. 

On aircraft subsidies, partly 
negotiated outside the round, 
the two agreed to maintain a 
1992 bilateral accord limiting 
the funds governments can 
give manufacturers. 

They would continue discus- 
sions over the coming year to 
see how that accord — the 
results of which have been 
criticised by aerospace giants 
on both sides of the Atlantic — 
can be incorporated into a 
GATT deal among many na- 
tions. 

Mr. Kantor told the news 
conference conclusion of the 
treaty now “is essential to sus- 
tain economic growth and the 
creation of good jobs in Amer- 
ica, in Europe, throughout the 
world." 

"Over the next decade, 4he 
global economy will be $6 tril- - 
flon wealthier... for having re- 
duced barriers and opened 
markets in this round,” he. 
added. 


Japan’s prime minister 
take the plunge on rice 


TOKYO (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Morihuo Hosokawa, over- 
riding fierce domestic opposi- 
tion, said early Tuesday a re- 
luctant Japan would open its 
rice market to limited imports 
and help clinch a GATT world 
trade treaty. 

After weeks of agonised de- 
bate, Mr. Hosokawa’s pola- 
rised coalition partners finally 
agreed at a meeting at 3.30 
a.zn. (1830 GMT Monday) to 
back his plan to partially open 
Japan's protected rice sector 
and help wind up global trade 
talks. 

“I have formally decided to 
accept the GATT proposal (to 
partially open our nee mar- 
ket),” Mr. Hosokawa said af- 
ter winning the endorsement of 
tire coalition and his cabinet. 

“If Japan would have re- 
jected tins plan, the Uruguay 
Round would have collapsed 
and our country would have 
become the target of world 
criticism,” he said on national 
television, apologising for what 
be described as the unavoid- 
able. 

With the decision, Japan has 
finally yielded on what had 
long been regarded a sacred 
symbol — blocking rice im- 
ports to ensure domestic self- 
sufficiency for food security 
reasons. 

It has also removed one of 
the main obstacles to the suc- 
cessful conclusion of the seven- 
year-old Uruguay Round of 
global trade talks, due to wind 
up Wednesday. 

For its part, Japan agreed to 
import from four to eight per 
cent of its domestic rice needs 
from 1995 in exchange for a 


minimum six-year grace period 
before replacing its import ban 
:with tariffs as originally prop- 
osed by GATT (the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade), Mr. Hosokawa said. 

He said Japan would try to 
negotiate an extension of the 
grace period beyond the sixth 
year to avoid imposing tariffs. 

“The history of rice is the 
history of Japan... so we made 
great effort to win an exemp- 
tion (on the tariff plan),” said a 
serious-looking Hosokawa. 
“Right now, were not thinking 
that we should accept tariffs in 
the seventh year.” 

Tokyo University policy ex- 
pert Masahiro Kawai hailed 
the derision as the be ginnin g of 
the end ofgovenunent control 
over the agricultural sector. 

“This m eans an end to the 
wartime system of food control 
that had long outgrown its use- 
fulness,” he said. “Hopefully 
it’ll lead to efficiency and inde- 
pendence in the farm sector." 

The Japanese government 
holds a monopoly over the 
production and distribution of 
rice, controlling production 
levels and rice prices, in order 
to ensure self-sufficiency. 

The system protects rice far- 
mers, who cultivate tiny ineffi- 
cient paddies, and provides 
them with generous subisidies. 
The same system, however, 
forces Japanese consumers to 
pay up to seven times world 
prices for their rice. 

While the decision to prise 
open the market has been a 
foregone conclusion for 
months, strong dissent from 
the largest coalition party, the 
hard-left Socialists, forced Mr. 


Hosokawa to postpone a for- 
mal announcement three times 
in the past week. 

In marathon talks extending 
into early Tuesday, Socialist 
lawmakers threatened to quit 
their party if it dared to side 
with Mr. Hosokawa on rice. 
Party leaders, worried about 
sparking the downfall of the 
four-month-old government,, 
stalled for time m order to 
avert a possible split. 

In the end, party chairman 
Tomiichi Murayama took sole 
responsibility and announced 
the Socialists would back Mr. 
Hosokawa on rice and remain 
within the Tilling coalition. 

“The party is opposed to any 
rice market concessions but we 
have greater responsibilities,” 
Mr. Moray ama told reporters. 
“The Hoso kawa government is 
putting all its efforts now into 
achieving political reforms and 
measures to end the reces- 
sion.” 

While a number of rural- 
based Socialists looked poised 
to defect from the party, media 
reports said the future of the 
ruling coalition would not be 
threatened. 

Although Japan has few full- 
time rice farmers — only about 
one in 10 — the farm lobby 
wields considerable political 
clout under an outdated elec- 
toral system where the rural 
vote has up to three times the 
weight of a city ballot. 

But Mr. Hosokawa’s gov- 
ernment hopes to enact a new 
electoral law in the coming 
weeks that would reduce the 
formers' clout and give more 
power to city voters — another 
issue that had the Socialists up 
in arms Monday. 
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Yeltsin 
provides 
tax relief 
in new 
populist 
move 

MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin, facing a new 
parliament where nationalists 
and communists are expected 
to outnumber reformers, has 
decreed tax reliefs for millions 
of Russians despite finance 
ministry proposals to raise 
taxes. 

A Yeltsin decree which took* 
effect Saturday raised the in- 
come bracket for the minimum 
12 per cent fox to three qjjllfon 
roubles' ($2,440).- a year .from 
one* million ^5813) previously. 

The tax relief would be re- 
troactive for the whole of 1993. 

The highest income tax rate 
of 30 per cent for those earning 
over six million roubles a year 
($4,880) was unchanged, de- 
spite finance ministry propos- 
als to raise the top rate to 40 
per cent. 

The decree provided further 
relief for 1994, setting a 10- 
million rouble ($8,130) 
threshold for the 30 per cent 
tax rate and a five million 
($4,065) threshold for the 12 
per cent rate. 

Annual incomes of between 
five to 10 million roubles will 
be taxed at 20 per cent next 
year. This rate applied to in- 
comes between three to six 
million roubles in 1993. 

The new tax rules are 
embarrassing .. for Finance 
Minister Boris Fyodorov. 


Algeria plans 
If® 1 agreement 

without rescheduling 

up more thad 75 per cent of its 

ALGIERS (R) — Algeria said export earnings, has ham- » 

Monday it J™ strong the country’s economy 

because of shortages of spare * 
tronal Monetary Fund (IMF) ^ traits. — 

while avoiding a comprehen- r ^ absorbing more -than 
ave rescheduling of i s three quarters b* export earn- 

. . _ ings, the foreign debt service 

The . strategy , announced by not just economic de* 

the prime ministers office, is but the social and 

avold political stability ofthe conn- 

econormc rcft^ whfle sgk- the ^ minister's 

mgdebt relief from selected ^ £ a 

creditors. “jf this option has been de- 

*The Algerian government finitively chosen in exchange 
has finally chosen multilateral for a structural adjustment 
refinancing of its foreign debt, programme spread out over 
once more ruling out the ex- time, it shows that the IMF has 

treme option of rescheduling," backed the need fbr the gra- 
offirial news agency APS said dual correction of the eco- 
in a commentary on the prime nomy’s imbalances,” APS 
minister’s announcement. added. 

"(Rescheduling) would have „ An IMF team left Algiers, 
plaited the country's economic Sunday without _ reaching an ^ 

policy in the hands of the Paris agreMaenw ^ 

and London dabs, with all the APS said a straightforward 
stringent conditions that go reschedulin g woul d have re- 
with it, in an environment quired an e xc essi v e devaaia— 
already full of threat,” it turn of the dinar, a severe 
added. tightening of credit and balanc- 

Algeria pays about $9 hOhoa mg the government budget, 

per year to service its $25.7 which would imply cancelling 
" billion foreign debt. many social support payments 

The debt service, which eats fbr the disadvantaged. 
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Child poverty up in Canada 

OTTAWA (AFP) — More than one in five Canadian 
children, or 1.3 milli on, are living in poverty, a new report 
says. 

The Campaign 2000 report fbr 1991 was commissioned after 
parliament passed a resolution pledging to eliminate poverty 
by the end of the century. 

It found that between March 1989 and March 1992, the 1 
number of children from families who needed government aid 


had increased by 50 per cent. 

And the number or children having at least one paren 
unemployed was up 41 per cent between 1989 and 1991. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 15, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL- TENDENCIES: 
Plans that yon have been work- 
ing on for several days now have 
a good dance erf bang put into 
effect. Make sure your bOIs are 
paid (Hi- time and plan how to add 
to your savings accounts... 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Now you have found you can 
find out exactly what members of 
your family would Re yon to do 
to improve conditions beneath 
your own roof and enhance. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
A perfect day to get out and do 
the Christmas or other shopping 
you have to do and finding the 
right presents for you various 
intimate loved ones. • 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You see a better and more well 
rounded course of action for 
attending to your property and 
financial activities ana put new 
ideas right into effect 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to • 
July 21) You are endowed w31 
considerable charm and magnet- 
ism today and tonight so you go 
after what you want with a good 
chance to obtain it quickly. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Get 
off a tittle while alone and devise 
a course of action whereby the 
tilings you want of both a person- 
al and career nature can be more 
easily yours. 

VIRGO: (Anenst 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Iran day to be less 
reticent and to get out of whatev- 


er rut into’ which yon have: 
grooved- yourself, be gregari us 
and see A many friends- and 
tequaintances as poaribie. 
LIBRA: jSepteoiber 23 to Oob 1 
ber 22) The world is your obiter : 
Today so get out early and do 
whatever faces you of a civic, 
credit or community nature and 
you make out well. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Many new ideas 
occur to you that can be most 
useful to you so don't overtook 
any of them make notations and 
then go after the most appealing. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21} Your tttach- 
ment will appreciate a little more 
emotions fervour , in your rela- 
tionship with that person so show 
your most affectionate side. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Be less practical and 
show more sentiment in dealing 
with an emotional partner ana 
associates now and you gain far 
more loyalty, support from 
them. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to- 
Fcbruary 19) Your day to look at 
all facets of your activity and. 
dea d what your priorities are 
and t hen pot them quickly into 
actual exedtioa. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Consider well the enjoyment 
that means the most to yon and 
arrange to make them an active 
part of yonr life during the com- 
mg festive period. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Fred Toole 


ACROSS 
1 A US president 
5 Give — up 


9SdKK8 

workplaces 

13 At any time 

14 Barton or Bow 
1SUS author 

James 

leewrw place 
17 Kingly 

16 Hamlet was one 

19 Edge 

20 Bess. Lady Bird, 

Nancy 

22 Nourishment 

24 Representative 

25 Untt of work 

26 Restaurant 
paaon 

28 Ultimate 
possibflfty 

32 Circuit 

35 Fidgety 

36 Garland 
37U880 

33 Calendar 
division 

40 Part of 
Washington 

eulogy 

42 Squabbles 

44 FUSS 

45 Begin 

47 Kind ol dance 
. 51 "The Last 
of— - 

54TLCgwera 

55 Betsy or Dtena 

56 Overweight 

57 High flat area 

58 Division word 

59 Extracted ora 
80 John — Jones 

61 intend 

62 Concordes 

83 Wine glass part 

DOWN 

1 Tropical fish 

2 Use 
3Setentlst 

Enrico — 

4 — tala 
SWIde awake 
6 Falls behind 



BIWSTrtuneMwaate 

7QED word 

8 Dashing 
5 Fireman's aid 

10 Once more 

11 Stephan 
Vincent — 

12 Perceives 
14 Cower 

20 Water transport 

21 Crow older 
23 Shea Stadium 

team 

26 Busy ones 

27 Eye part 
2§ Young chap 

29 Co le ct io n of 
, anecdotes 

30 Pigpen 

31 Cut 

32 Attorney at — 

33 One-time 

34 Golf word 

£ Goes horseback 
38 — Slaughter 

40 Maritime 
measures 

41 Thrashed 


Vawwihf » Pmzfa Smell. 


nuHun nnnri 
ninnri rinnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
irIGE Dnnn umnnnn 
nnnonn nnnnnin M 

nnunni nnnn 
Ui Finn nnfarin 

"HES™ nnnn 
nnnnnn nnrinnn 

nKrIS Rnnnnnnnnri 
nnriFin nnnn 
nnnn ^nnniin nnnn 


42 Bhttcai 
strongman 

43 — tarn 
45 Glowed 

j* Seed covering 
47 Desert fenfla 
spots 


48 Pay for 

49 Follow 

50 Sacred song 

51 OfpdosSy 
“WWtogbW 
S3 Penny 

57 Army "cope" 


lirkr** 


'=* V... 


: W;.. 


• :X ... 




- v^.rlre.. 






3 to 






• n Canal 


...... v- 

•' -h* 


•••■ v 


on 



c>e^«L>-<p 


JORDAN 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1993 


U*S. postal service 
tost $371 m in 1993 

W^HINCTON (AFP) — The U.S. postal service lost $371 
aulaoQ tn 1993, out postal offici&Ss hailed the result as better than 


Losses ror tne year had originally been expected to ascend to 
$2.2 billion, but postmaster general Marvin Runyon said losses 
were reduced byincreased productivity and mail volume. 

Besides the $371 million loss, the post office paid out $537 
- mil lion in one-time debt-refinancing costs and r eimb urs ed the 
federal government $850 million for past retirement costs of 
postal workers. 
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WISM/I BAM. 
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ARAB LIFE C ACCX&Orr mSOHAItCT 
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iMir oxswzci BuscmzeiTT 





VEHICLOa CMFEM FEBKRATICWi 
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Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Times 

in co-operation with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


US. Dollar in Interna turn! Markets 




French Franc 

5. 8405 

5.8378 •• 

Japanese Yen 

T0&.99 

108.84 

Enropcan Cnrreay Unit 

1.1285 

1.1302** 


* «o> r»r sn: ' 

* 1 Enpa Opnriae '•»*«. tJWT 


Metal 

UJjD/Oi 


[ Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm 

Gold 

387.00 | 

7.50 

[ Silver 

5.16 

0.174 


CanUal Badk of Jordan Prrhawfle Rata Bulletin 

Dat 


Currency 


U.S. Dollar 


Starting Ponnd 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yea "' 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


Italian Lira*- 


Belgian Franc 


1.0446 


0.4102 


0.4779 


0.1200 


0.6430 


0.3661 


>: 14/12/1993 


Offer 


0.7030 


1.0498 


0.4125 • 


0.4803 


0.1206 


J .646 


0.3679 




Saadi Riyal 


Kuwaiti Dinar 



0.040425 


0. 1630 


2.2250 


0.1865 


0.2050 


1.7800 


.1685 


0.2835 


1 . 5455 


0.041355 


0.1883 


2.3200 


0.1915 


0.2220 


1.8230 


0.79/5 


0.3245 


1.3*45 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the daUar at mdregion 
on the* Loudon Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One ; stating 
One ounce of gold 


1.3286/96 

1.7105/15 

1.9161/71 

1.4680/90 

35.80/84 

5.8458/08 . 

1689.S/1.3 

10932/42 

8.4041/41 

7.4255/05 

6.7030/80 

$1*4880/90 

$387.40/387.80 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


To the readers of 


Jordan Times 

Home delivery service now covers 
the following districts: 


Jabal Amman - from Second Circle to BiaderWadi Seer, Abdoun, 
Urn Uthaina. Sweifieh. Shmeteani. Ai Hussein Housing Estate. 
Rabieh Housing Estate. Tlaa At Ali, Khalda, Um AI Summaq. 
Wasfi Tell Street, Mecca Street. AI Rashid District, area opposite 
University oi Jordan, University of Jordan Housing Estate and 
Jubeiha. 


We will soon be covering more districts 


For information and subscription call: 
Td.: 667171 extension 247 
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KLM 


Bestours 


AMSTERDAM & LONDON 


XJi/tcuL & NewflfecUi Vcuxitixm 

7 DAYS 

3 Nights in Amsterdam / 3 Nights in London 

For JOD 695 

Package Includes > 

* Round trip ticket , . 

* 3 nights accomod ation in a deluxe hotel 

C five stars ) AMSTERDAM . ^ 

*3 nights accomodation in ( 4$tars) hotel 
LONDON . il KLnjB ' (maj 

Package coaid be combined with normal travel “ 

or be tailor made for your convenience . 

Bestours Tel : 669532 , 668608 , 602456 , 602457 , Fax : 682560 


u/uier ... euertf drop counts 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
- THE REUABLE 


PACKING. AK FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 




. Only 

The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 

Abdoun 

Real 


TeL No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 


The Best Oriental Food in Town 

THE 


The Inn Place to be.. 



(It ' Uh 


RESTAURANT 


- Chinese , Thai. Philtlplno 
Indonlslan & Malaysian Spe- 
cialities. 

- Five Branches ALL Over The 
World And Now One in 
Amman. 

- Live Classical Music. 

- Lunch ( Special ) Every Busi- 
ness Day. 

72:00 - 3 : 30 p.m igggf$ 
6^0- ii:30p.m 
(7 days a week) bbSsm 




I nd Circle. Joint Amman 
Opposite French I oar 

Tel- 653482 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


Fully Serviced Flats 
In Grand hotel style ! 



PEKING 

RESTAURANT 

MITHENgC chuesc-cubine 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30 - Midnight > 



SZECHWAN GARDENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical 


Opn lt»- JJOa &ffl. VUm&t 


Take away is available 

Shat M- Arab Strati 
Um Utt&nah Comments/ Centra 

f nec lasted ALkujs Loved 



The firsts best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls Scboof 

Tain away Is a nUabim 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. $38968 


mb*** 

1 “*' Rastaurant 


Best Pizzas 8 Sandwiches 







One visit will make yon 
a steady , we beUevdn 


Veritable Cuisine Franpaise 
Liv e Entertainment 

685746 

Shmessani 
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Dc-slauranl & Tapas 

/ts'A ^ 

Jehel Animjn, 3rd circle 
Tel. ol 50 01 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get> 

* JUMBO photo 

size 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 


TALK OF THE TOWN 




Qpwt notify flow 9 M PM to W AM 
Bnp( Sunday F/HR4 JO PJf (03JO All 

Tuaada y Clo— d 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmosani 


Daily Lunch 

TXewtx, 


-NIGHTLY- 
Fine Dining 


live Music 


Parole 


Aodoun - Jordan Supcrmsrkei BLDC. 
Jnt: iV '-° r Tel: 824677 


Shmdsani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



DAIfOTEL 


Amman - Td. 668193 
P .O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriate&and 
Businessmen 


j? Restaurant 'With 
%n Artistic Ambiance 


Valentino 

"besthubxnt 


rrTTTWT 1 "I. ’ 


Soft 8t Alcoholic Drinks. 

§ — ^ — 

^ Take-Away Service 


trjAt/tf* 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11 JJO pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 

Happy Hour 

At 

l^V' ! ~\/ r 

From 6- to S pm. 
One drink free for 
each drink 

please call for reservations 
Td 6F967I/2 - 666140 
Slnncisani - sXcxt to 
Sight ct Sound 


.s. exotic ® 

AMSTERDAM 


KLM TICKET & 7 DAYS IN 
5 STAR DELUXE HOTELS FOR JD 700 

mmmmKmmm mmammmmmmmwmmmmKammmammimmmmrnmmimmmmammmmmaMmmmmammaamm i , “ M 

CALL HISHAM INTERNATIONAL TOURS Tel. 698180 / 698181 
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Mandela: Democracy will go 
ahead with or without right 


JOHANNESBURG 
African National congress 


(AFP) 
Congre„„ 
(ANC) President Nelson Man- 
dela warned Tuesday that 
South Africa's democracy pro- 
cess would go ahead despite 
opposition from the black and 
white right-wing, but said he 
was prepared to pursue nego- 
tiations. 


“The elections are 
Freedom Alliance, 


take 


j going to 

lace, with or without the 


dela said on his 


Mr. Man- 
return here 


from a trip to Europe, during 
with 


the 


which he received, along 
President F.W. De Kleri 
Nobel Peace Prize. 

He was referring to the 
alliance between the black 

homelands of Kwazulu, 
Boputhatswana and Ciskei, the 
Zulu-based 


Inkatha Freedom 
Party and the white pro-apar- 
theid Conservative Party (CP) 
and Afrikaner Volksfront 
(AVF). 

“We have made concessions 
to meet their demands.” Mr. 
Mandela said. “If they want 
more, they must accept the fact 
that we will go without them” 
to the country’s first non-racial 
election scheduled for April 
27. 

Mr. Mandela told an airport 
news conference on his arrival 
that he was “aware of the 
dangers... (of) threats from the 
right wing,” but that South 
Africa would continue on the 
path to democracy. 

He was speaking the day 
after suspected white suprema- 
cists killed two blacks and 
wounded five in a racial mur- 
der near Randfontein, west of 
Johannesburg — condemned 
bv both the ANC and the 
AVF. 

Mr. Mandela said he had 
met shortly before leaving for 


Oslo — where he received the 
Nobel Award Friday — with 
right-wing leaders Constand 
Viijoen of the AVF, Ferdi 
Hanzen berg of the CP and 
Andries Brewer of the Trans- 
vaal Agricultural Union. 

He gave no details on the 
talks. 

About an hour before Mr. 
Mandela landed at the airport 
here, a joint AVF- ANC de- 
legation returned to Johannes- 
burg from a fact-finding mis- 
sion to Belgium and Switzer- 
land to look at the workings of 
multi -cultural democracies. 

Come Mulder, an AVF rep- 
resentative on the team, said 
the 10-day trip had helped 
widen options for finding a 
solution to the rightist group's 
demands for a volkstaat — a 
separate white homeland. 


ly Monday by a group of armed 
white men wearing what 
looked like uniforms of the 
new-Nazi Afrikaner Resist- 
ance Movement, said that in 
- the end, the blame lay with the 
■government. 

“We have a government 
which lacks decision, which has 
will to maintain law and 


no 


ANC representative Penuel 
Maduna said the journey had 
been an investigation into the 
feasibility of a Volkstaat and 
that be had no objections as 
long as such a homeland was 
approved by majority decision 
ana was non-racist and non- 
sexist. 

Mr. Mulder told reporters 
that the Freedom Alliance 
could still re-enter the demo- 
cracy process, and that 
although rhe AVF's main 
stance remained unchanged, 
die trip may have modified 
“some key points.” 

He did not elaborate. 

’ Team members said they 
would report Tuesday to their 
respective organisations before 
the AVF ana the ANC hod a 
bilateral meeting Wednesday 
to discuss the outcome of the 
trip. 

Mr. Mandela, questioned 
about the attack on blacks ear- 


order," he said. "These atroci- 
ties wfli only come to an end 
when there is a democratic 
government in this country." 

Meanwhile gunmen raided a 
ilice station in Johannes- 
’s violence-tom East Rand 
ty Tuesday and escaped 
with a dozen weapons, police 
said. 

A police report said five 
gunmen erupted into the KKp- 
rivier Police Station early 
Tuesday, overpowered the 
officer on duty and forced him 
to open the weapons safe be- 
fore making off with one R1 
and two R5 assault rifles, five 
shotguns and four nine mm 
handguns. 


The raid came as both right 
parties conde- 


and left . 
mned the killing Monday by 
suspected white supremacists 
of two blacks, one of them an 


11 -year-old boy in what police 
cold-blooded racial 


called a 
attack 

The ANC and AVF used 
nearly identical terms in con- 
demning the killings near 
Randfontein, in which five 
otheT people were wounded. 

In a statement, the ANC 
said it was “deeply shocked 
and horrified” by die killings 
and “the increasing number of 
vicious attacks on people for 
no other reason that they are 
black." 

Spokesman Steven Manag- 
er said die AVF was “outraged 


at this attack," adding: “This 
■ level of barbarism... is not only 
disgusting but also (reminis- 
cent) of die level of barbarism 
utilised by the ANCs ‘people’s 
courts.' 

“The fact that our oppo- 
nents practise similar acts of 
barbarism does notjustify the 
discarding of Christian 
values." he said. 

A survivor of the attack said 
white men in camouflage fati- 
gues, led by a blond man dres- 
sed in a black uniform, forced 
two care carrying blacks off the 
road, told the blacks to run 
into a nearby field and then 
opened fire on them. 

The attack occurred on the 
road between Randfontein and 
the Western Transvaal town of 
Venteisdorp, headquarters* of 
the neo-Nazi Afrikaner Resist- 
ance Movement (AWB). 

AWB commandos wear 
camouflage uniforms and the 
AWB’s elite Ystergard (Iron 
Guard) wear black fatigues. 

In other acts of violence, 
police said they found three 
bodies Tuesday in the East 
Rand townships of Tokoza, 
Katlehong and Vosloorus, and 
police in Durban said four peo- 
ple were killed overnight, in- 
cluding two men attacked by a 
mob armed with AK-47 assault 
rifles. 


The home of a white town 
councillor in the western sub- 
urbs of Johannesburg was 
attacked late Monday by a 
mob of about 50 people that 
hurled Molotov oocktails at the 
house, police said. 

They said the crowd scat- 
tered when the councillor 


opened fire, but did not know 
whether there were any in- 



Rescne workers form a Sue to dear debris from a tunnel dog 
through the collapsed Highland Towers apartment block in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia (AFP photo) 


Malaysia rescuers work in 
bid to reach buried survivors 


Junes. 


Burma 


drugs 


warlord 

declares 

independence 


BANGKOK (R) — Golden 
Triangle opium warlord Khun 
Sa has declared an indepen- 
dent state for Burma's Shan 
ethnic minority with himself as 

!J ~ .. _ j - f t n 


president and written to U.S. 
President Bill Clinton asking 


for help to eradicate drags. 

Khun Sa. who is half Shan 
and half ethnic Chinese, told 
reporters the independent 
state of Shan had been proc- 
laimed by a local parliament 
over the weekend. 

Senior Shan rebels criticised 
Khun Sa’s action, saying an 
indicted drug trafficker had no 


right to lead the Shan minority, 
which has been fighting for 


autonomy from Rangoon vir- 
tually since British colonial 
rule ended in 194S. 

"It is a phony idea. He 
doesn’t represent the Shan 
people at all. No Tai (Shan) 
people support him. We feel 
quite ashamed to have his 
organisation around,” a senior 
rebel official told Reuters by 
telephone. 

"He is a drug dealer, not u 
freedom fighter as he claims.” 

Khun Sa's Shan State Res- 
toration Council on the Thai- 
Burma border set up a parlia- 
ment to govern the new state 
before new year celebrations 
this week, to which reporters 
and exiled ethnic Shans were 
invited from all over the re- 
gion. 

Khun Sa is the dominant 
leader in the poppy-growing 


area at the juncture of Laos. 
Thailand ana Burma known as 


the Golden Triangle, which 
produces 70 per cent of the 
world’s opium according to 
U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) esti- 
mates. 

Wanted in the United States 
on charges of heroin traffick- 
ing, he admits opium is grown 
in his area but says he only 
taxes it just like any other 
commodity. Heroin is made 
from opium. 

In his letter to Mr. Clinton 
— the latest of several he has 
sent to U.S. leaders on the 
drugs issue — Khun Sa said the 
international community must 
help the Shan people find an 
alternative livelihood to 
opium-growing. 

He said the people in his 
area would destroy their opium 
crops if the international com- 
munity could force Rangoon to 
withdraw from the ethnically 
and politically distinct state in 
northeastern Burma. 

For now-, they only wanted 
assistance in the form of rice, 
salt, cooking oil and medical 
care, he said in the letter, 
excerpts of which were pub- 
lished in the Bangkok Post 
Tuesday. 

In the medium term, they 
needed help to "build roads 
and other means of com- 
munications. and to give them 
the necessary assistance in 
their substitution program- 
mes,” the letter said. 


Seoul: Northern attack can be repelled 


SEOUL (R) — President Kim 
Young-Sam said Tuesdav that 
South Korea and the United 
States would be able to repel 
any attack from North Korea. 

"South Korea and the Un- 
ited States are doing their best 
to stop North Korea's nuclear 
development, but if it works to 
their disadvantage. North 
Korea is capable o? provoking 
a stir....’’ Mr. Kim said' daring 
a visit to an army camp ' in 
Seoul. 


"But forces of South Korea 
and the United States are cap- 
able of repelling the attack.” 
South Korea and its Western 
allies fear the Stalinist North is 
building a nuclear bomb, a 
charge, Pyongyang denies. 

Some recent news reports 
from Washington have said the 
North would be able to launch 
a quick, massive strike across 
the demilitarised zone dividing 
North and South. 

South Korea said such 


re- 


ports were creating concern. 
“...The recent report by the 
)t da 


Washington Post of dangers in 


the peninsula is making South 
Korean citizens nervous and 
worried,” a Defence Ministry 
statement on Tuesdav said. 

The Washington Post said 
Sunday the U.S. diplomatic 
campaign to thwart North 
Korea's nuclear programme 
had been driven by an overrid- 
ing fear that even a non-nuc- 
lear skirmish on the Korean 
peninsula would be catas- 
trophic. 

The Defence Ministry state- 
ment said North Korea would 
probably solve the nuclear 
issue by peaceful means as 
“there would be no winners or 
losers should a war on the 
peninsula break out... Hie 
most important filing is to stop 
a reoccurence of war on the 
peninsula." 

The Washington Post said 
any second Korean war would 
result in tens* or hundreds of 
thousands of casualties as well 
as wreaking wide-ranging eco- 
nomic havoc. 

South and North Korea have 
remained technically at war 
since the end of the 1950-53 


Korean War. 

Meanwhile, North Korea, 
apparently trying to improve 
ties with Washington, Tuesday 
returned what it said were the 
remains of 33 U.S. soldiers 
killed in the 1950-53 Korean 
War, including some with iden- 
tification cards. 

The handover at the border 
village of Panmunjom is the 
third of its kind in less than two 
months and signals Pyon- 
gyang's desire to ease mount- 
ing tension over, .its suspected 
development of nuclear 
weapons. v 

U.S. Colonel Forrest Chil- 


ton, secretary of the Military 
Armistice Commission (MAC) 


of the United Nations Com- 
mand (UNC) stationed in 
South Korea, accepted the re- 
mains which will be moved to 
the U.S. Army Identification 
Laboratory in Hawaii. 

Some sets of remains were 
sent back with ID cards show- 
ing names, dates of birth and 
fingerprints. One also carried 
what appeared to be a photo of 
family members. 


China, Britain head for 
clash over Hong Kong 


HONG KONG (AFP) — Chi- 
na and Britain are heading for 
direct confrontation . as Gov- 
ernor Chris Patten submits his 
controversial electoral reform 
bill to the legislative council for 
debate Wednesday despite 
Beijing’s objection. 

Chinese sources close to 
Xinhua News Agency, China's 
de facto government repre- 
sentative in the territory, said 
direct confrontation was “un- 
avoidable.” 

Mr. Patten expects the Leg- 
islative Council to pass his 
electoral reform package by 
March as Britain prepares’ to 
return the colony to China in 
1997. 

“China will, have to watch 
every measure taken by Britain 
in the territory.” a Chinese 
source said. 

“Any measures that will 
affect the territory's smooth 


transition will be met tit for tat 
in order to avert any possible 
turmoil that may break out 
during the transition," the 
source said. 

Lee Wai-Ting, Xinhua Hong 
Kong branch director's assis- 
tant, said: “China will not just 
sit on one side and allow chaos 
to happen in Hong Kong." 

Mr. Patten decided two 
weeks ago to present the par- 
tial package of reforms in a bid 
to buy time for more negotia- 
tions on thornier issues after 17 
rounds of Sino-British negotia- 
tions since April collapsed. 

The reforms to be tabled 
Wednesday would lower the 
minimum voting age from 21 to 
18, as it is in China, abolish 
appointed local government 
seats, and enshrine the princi- 
ple of single-seat geographic 
constituencies. 


Woerner urges France to 
participate fully in NATO 


PARIS (R) — NATO Secret- 
ary General Manfred Woerner 
appealed to France Tuesday to 
participate fully in the Atlantic 
alliance even if it did not put its 
forces under NATO military 
command. 

Speaking at a Paris confer- 
ence less than a month before a 
key NATO summit, Mr. 
Woemer said the French de- 
fence minister and chief of staff 
should attend alliance meet- 
ings and France should share in 
NATO's planned combined 
joint task forces, which may 
also operate under Western 
European Union (WEU) com- 
mand. 


France is completing a de- 
fence review which officii 


officials say 
should lead to the defence 
minister attending some 
NATO meetings for the first 


time since 1966, without going 
back on the late President 
Charles De Gaulle’s decision 
to withdraw French troops 
from the U.S.-dominated 
military command. 

Mr. Woerner said the other 
15 allies realised France would 
not return fully to the NATO 
military command and Paris 
realised the alliance would not 
abolish its integrated military 
structure. 

“So we should avoid wasting 
our time debating unrealistic 
and. for the most part, purely 
uicureiicdi scenarios. We 
would do tetter to practice the 
art of the possible," he said. 

Mr. Woerner said NATO 
had made fundamental 
changes and France could play 
a full role in influencing further 
changes. ■ 


57 killed in 
Congo clashes 


BRAZZAVILLE (R) — At 
least 57 people were killed in a 
fresh wave of violence between 
government and opposition 
supporters in Congo’s capital 
Brazzaville, hospital sources 
said Tuesday. 

Violence broke out Friday in 
the city's southern districts. 
Residents who fled the fighting 
said presidential movement 
supporters, were taking - re- 
venge against the opposition 
for clashes last month in which 
at least 43 people were killed. 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — 
Rescuers were working franti- 
cally- last Tuesday in a bid to 
reach survivors buried under 
tonnes of mangled steel .and 
concrete three days after a 
luxury apartment block top- 
pled over after being hit by a 
landslide. • 

The multinational effort was 
spurred Mpnday night when at 
least one survivor responded ro 
French rescuers by tapping five 
times -on a concrete beam. 

“It is a matter of time before 
they are rescued." Kerfc Chao 
Ting, deputy works minister, 
declared after visiting the 
scene of the disaster where the 
12-s to rev block fell off a. hill- 
side 10 kilometres from Kuala 
Lumpur. 

Rescue officials had all but 
given up hope of finding any- 
one alive under the rubble 
until French tracker dogs, 
flown here, homed in on possi- 
ble survivors. 

.-.•■Major 
heading 
team. si 
entered the rubble Monday 
night tapped five times when 
they reached a beam. 

“Someone on the other side 
responded with five knocks. Jt 


is the psychology of people in 
such circumstances to respond 
with an equal number of 
knocks," he said. 

Maj. Garrigues said that five 
knocks were also picked up 
several metres away. _ 
“But they could be from the 
same source because such 
noise can easily be carried 
along a bea m," he said. 

A Malaysian rescue official 
said that there could be five 


people under the rabble, sepa- 
rated from rescuers by a thick 
wall and debris. 

Garrigues said that the survi- 
vors were about six to -seven 
metres under the rubble, 
adding it would take several 
hours to reach them. 

He said, that two French 
dogs, hailed as heroes of the 
search by a local TV station, 
were acclimatising well. 

Four more dogs and 39 res- 
cue experts are expected,, to 
arrive here early Wednesday to 



lieved trapped or dead under 
the rabble after rescuers pulled 
out two women, a Japanese 
and an Indonesian, and a baby 
within hours of the disaster. 


U.K., Ireland make good 
progress on N. Ireland 


LONDON (R) — British 
Prime Minister John Major 
and Irish leader Albert 
Reynolds made good progress 
towards a Northern Ireland 
peace agreement during a 

S hone call Tuesday, senior 
iritish officials said. 

They said that after a 15- 
minute conversation the two 
tiers were still on course 


las to lay down their arms in a 
campoaign to end British rule 
in Northern Ireland but also 
reassure the province's Protes- 
tant majority, which fervently 
wants to stay part of Bri tain. 


Mr. Major sounded gloomy 
Monday about the chances of 


premie 

for a meeting in London before 
Giristmas to try to end one of 
the world's most protracted 
guerrilla conflicts. 

“Everything is on plan,” one 
official said. He stressed that 
the two leaders were making 
“good progress rather than 
progress." 

Mr. Major and Mr. 
Reynolds are searching for a 
form of words that encourages 
Irish Republican Army guerril- 


agreeing on a peace formula. 

But officials Tuesday were 
more optimistic, suggesting 
that the British prime minima - 
could make a statement to 


parliament before it adjourns 
Friday for the Christmas holi- 


days. 

Mr. Major, who conferred 
Tuesday morning with Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd and 
junior Northern Ireland Minis- 
ter Michael Ancram, may 
speak again with Mr. Reynolds 
before setting a date for a 
summit, the officials said. 


Bosnian 

Muslims 

attack 

Croat-held 


area 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
government' troops were re- 
ported to have launched a 
fierce attack on Croat-held 
territory Tuesday, with a bar- 
rage of artillery, tank and mor- 
tar fire that sent people fleeing 
to shelters. 

Croatian Radio said special 
units of the 3rd Corps of the 
Muslim-led government army, 
including some foreign “mu- 
jahideen” holy warriors, fired 
more than 100 shells at the 
Zepce area in central Bosnia. 

The radio said Zepce town 
and nearby villages were 
attacked from Muslim stron- 
gholds near Zeljezno Polje and 
Golubinje. sending residents 
diving for shelters. 

The report, which could not 
be immediately confirmed, 
gave no details of casualties. 
However, the radio said units 
of the Bosnian Croat Army 
(HVO) were holding their 
positions, and returning fire. 

In Serb-besieged Sarajevo 
the United Nations announced 
that the airport, which is under 
its control, was closed because 
of fighting in the area which 
erupted in mid-morning Tues- 
day after a relatively quiet 
night. 

To the east of the Bosnian 


capital Serbs were reported by 
Government- con trolled 


Sarajevo Radio to have attack- 
ed two Muslim enclaves that 
are supposed to be U.N. “safe 
areas . 

The radio said four people 
had been killed ana two 
wounded over the past few 
days in artillery attacks on 
Gorazde, south-east of 
Sarajevo, and five people were 
wounded by shelling in Srebre- 
nica, north-east of the 
capital. 

U.N. peacekeepers in 
Sarajevo said they would try to 
get an aid convoy into Gorazde 


Tuesday. Two convoys gave up 
and turned around! Saturday 


after local Serbs refused to 
allow U.N. military escort 
vehicles to leave die city. 

But the long-running prob- 
lem of U.N. escorts appeared 
to have been solved when a 
.spokesman .for. the. U.N: - Pro-, 
tection Force (UNPROFOR) 
announced Tuesday it had 
agreed to let Bosnian Serb 
police escort aid convoys 
through Serb-held areas. 

Brigadier Angus Ramsay, 
cbief-of-staff on UNPROFOR 


operations in Bosnia, and 
Gei 


neral Manojlo Milovanovic, 
Bosnian Serb army chief-of- 
staff, met Monday and reached 
an understanding on escorting 
convoys, a UNPROFOR 
spokesman said. 

The United Nations has 
complained repeatedly about 
delays to aid convoys caused 
by Bosnian Serbs and by Serbia 
itself. It has accused them of 
using both military force and 


bureaucracy to prevent aid get- 
Mus- 


ting through to Bosnian 

Iims - 

UNPROFOR spokesman 
Idesbald Van Biesebroeck said 
the two officers did not sign 
any agreement but came to a 
verbal understanding. 

“We have agreed that provi- 
sion of fuel for the police 
escorts should be given for 
each convoy," Van Bieseb- 
roeck, a Belgian, said. But he 
denied this meant UNPRO- 
FOR was lifting last week’s 
restriction on providing fuel 
for road maintainance to the 
Serbs. 


Clinton is 4 not surprised’ by Russian poll trend 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton said Monday 
he was pleased at Russia s 
adoption of a new constitution 
and .was not surprised by the 
strong showing of ultra- 
nationalists opposed to Boris 
Yeltsin's reforms. 

’Tra not particularly sur- 
prised by the showing of the 
ultra-nationalist party because 
the Russian people have suf- 
fered a lot in the last few 
years,” Mr. Clinton said at a 
news conference during a trip 
to Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania, a 
Philadelphia suburb. 

“It’s hard for people to go 
through these changes and not 
have a certain percentage of 
them vote for candidates who 
articulate protests most for- 
cefully,” Mr. Clinton said. 

It was his first comment on 
the surge of support in Sun- 
day’s parliamentary elections 
for Vladimir Zhirinovsky, who 
advocates restoration of a Rus- 
sian empire on the territory of 
the former Soviet Union. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky success was 
a blow to President Yeltsin's 
reform backers and sent shock- 


waves through Russian politic- 
wner 


al circles where critics regard 
Mr. Zhirinovsky as a fascist. 

Mr. Clinton said he planned 
“no change .in my policy in 


general terms toward Russia." 
He was “very pleased” at the 
approval of a constitution 
establishing democracy and a 
strong presidency. 

“This now lays a foundation 
for a long-term legitimacy for 
democracy and for egression 
of popular rule that will not be 
just solely dependent upon the 
occasional elections for presi- 
dent,” the president said. 

He was expected to look for 
pointers to the developments 
in Russia from Vice President 
Al Gore, who arrived in Mos- 
cow Tuesday to meet senior 
officials. 

Administration officials said 
the. poll showed no major irre- 
gularities and certified the 
move toward democracy that 
Washington and its allies have- 
sought to promote. 

But they admitted the par- 
liamentary results were troubl- 
ing and some experts went 
further, envisioning potentially 
disastrous consequences for 
Mr. Yeltsin’s economic reforms 
and cooperation with the 
West. 

The administration, which 
has invested considerable 


will be 
new parlia- 


Yeltsin candidates 
members of the 
meat. . 

“I don’t think we know 
enough at this point to estab- 
lish a trend,” State Depart- 
ment spokesman Mike McCur- 
ry said. 

He said what was important 
was tfie strength of the legisla- 
tive core that will direct the 
nation's political life. 

“We don't, at this point, 
know a lot about how this new 
parliament will function, what 
its political ideology will trend 
towards, nor how tne different 
institution developing within 
Russia’s democracy will in- 
teract,” he said. 

U.S. Ambassador to Russia 
Thomas Pickering said the vo- 
ters had given Mr. Yeltsin a 
“legal basis to move ahead” by 


to believe at this time... We 
won’t know what parliament 
looks like for a month or 
more. ” 

He said Mr. Zhirinovsky’s 
bloc will not claim even 20 per 
cent of the parliament seats 
and various reform grou 
could together account for 


could together account for 40 
per cent, leaving the rest up for 
wooing by Mr. Yeltsin and his 


approvin^the constitution but 


capital in Mr. Yeltsin and his 
reiorn) cause, sought to play 


he said Mr, Zhirinovsky may 
be a long-term disruptive influ- 
ence to Mr. Yeltsin. 

Harley Balzer, director of 
the Russian Studies Program- 
me of Georgetown University 
shared the administration's 
caution. 

“The bottom line is, ‘don't 


down the feet that early returns 
showed many virulent anti- 


.get carried awayY’ Mr. Blazer 
5. “The situation is 


allies. 

Mr. Balzer stressed that 
under the new constitution Mr. 
Yeltsin still appoints the gov- 
ernment, has considerable con- 
trol over the political agenda 
and could, in event of a stale- 
mate six months from now, 
dissolve parliament and call 
new elections. 

Bat Gabriel Schoenfeld of 
the Centre for Strategic and 
International Studies called the 
poll results a “potential disas- 
ter... A very strong protest 
against the direction of econo- 
mic reform.” 

“It does seem that' N Ru$sia 
could unravel now,” Mr. 
Schoenfeld said in an inter- 
view. He added that the results 
have greatly narrowed the op- 
tions for economic policy, even 


told Reuters, 
no way near as bad as... Mos- 
cow intellectuals would lead ns 


though Mr. Yeltsin and other 
smoei ‘ ‘ 


members of his government 
have vowed to proceed with' 
reforms. 



6 lost Haydn 
sonatas found 


LONDON <R) — Six tost 

ptnwo sonatas 'written by the 

18th eentray composer Joseph 
Haydn have been found M- 
Germany, the Times Of Lon- 
don reported Tuesday. The 4 ., 
paper said an elderly woman m 
Munster showed the manu- 
script, which die had 
for some time without 


their importance, to a. ^ 
rntmc teacher. Tte Times sod 


Haydn experts had authenti- 
cated the manuscript, it sakf 
after the discovers- was. 
announced in London Tuesday 
by Professor H.C. Robbfatt- 
Landon, the leading Haydn 
biographer, the sheets will 
auctioned at a date yet to he 
decided. Scholars have tong 
known that sonatas dating 
from the middle trf HaydnV 
fife, probably from 1766-1769, 
were missing, because the 
composer had compiled a cafe- • 
logue that listed the first few 
bars of each piece. The newly- . 
discovered manuscript is not m". 
Haydn's hand and was a later 
copy, made in Italy and dating 
from about 1805. But the 
Times said nmsicologisB ; were 
Convinced they were the mis- 
sing sonatas. They are believed 
to nave been among the first 
sonatas written by Haydn spe- 
cifically for fee Fortepiano, a - 
forerunner of the modern • 
piano, and aro also crucial as 
they came . at a time when he. 
was trying to express tiie turbu- 
lent sentiments of the “stunn 
and drang” (Storm And 
Stress) literary movement. The 
Austrian pianist Paul Badura- 
Skoda is to give the first mod- 
era performance of the sonatas 
at Harvard University on Feb. 
12. They will be pubF c h:d in 
ApriL 


Toddler survives 
10-storey fell 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — A 
three-year-old boy survived af- 
faffing 10 


ter 


floors from a 


Kuala Lumpur apartment 
block Tuesday, the Malaysian 


Employer punishes 
child by cutting off 


ear 


DHAKA (AFP) — A nine- 
year-old boy lost his right ear 
as a punishment for falling to 
get adequate fodder for his 
employer’s cattle in a northern 
Bangladesh district, the daily 
Inquab reported here Tuesday. 
The enraged employer severed 
Kttle Ami n il’s right ear, the 
newspaper said, the incident 
took place recently in Shikdar- 
para village, Sherpur district, 
the newspaper said. The lad is 
being treated at a local hos- 
pital- 


Garbo letters sell for 
more than $30,000 


LONDON (AFP) — Letters 
from the reclusive film star 
Greta Garbo describing her 
hatred of Hollywood and her 
despondency with the glitter- 
ing movie career she eventual- 
ly abandoned sold Monday for 
more than $30,000. The 40 
tetters, written mostly in Swed- 
ish between 1923 and 1984, 
fetched £21,850 ($32,775) in 
the sale by auctioneers 
Sotheby’s. The letters reveal 
her innermost thoughts on life 
and marriage as well as her 
dislike of Hollywood and her 
career, the auction house said. 
They were written to Swedish 
actress Mhni Poliak, whom 
Garbo described as “the only 
one whom I confide in.” “You 
have no idea how it hurts to be 
as confused and unhappy as I 
am ,” she wrote just after hear 
arrival in the United States'' 
from Sweden in 1925. “It is so-* 
awfel this ugly, ugly America. 
It is sou] destroying. The gla-' 
mour with which we surround 
the American film -world hard-, 
jy exists,” she wrote, describ- 
ing her film career as factory - 
work. 
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News Agency, Bernama, said. 
The Toddler was in serious but 
stable condition in hospital, 
Bernama said.' A neighbour, 
Rosnah Seem, 35, said she saw 
the boy, identified only as 
Izwan, lying face down on the. 
ground, alive. “I shouted for 
help but the people who 
crowded around were too 
afraid to lift Izwan,” she said, 
adding that a doctor from a 
nearby dinic was also unable.;', 
to do anything, until an ambu- 
'lanfce arrived.* - ' i!~ '' 
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Jackson returns to 
defend himself 


LOS ANGELES (R) — : 
Michael Jackson has returned 
to the United States to deferitf 
himself against sex abuse. 
allegations, and police want to 
question him as soon as possi- 
ble about a boy’s daimt font .j ■ 
the pop star molested him, ' 
officials said. “Mr. Jackson is r - 
back,” his lawyer;. Jo hnni e 
Cochran, told reporters; M He 


ty 

Fd^an.^lWimi'ldtev^ 

attorney, said Jackson was now 
m hiding at his spra wling ? 
Neverfand Ranch in Santa Bar- ' 
bara County.’ . -< 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


•’ Prince urges detailed recruitment plan 

\ AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah Ibn 
•i , ■* ' , W A1 Hussein, chairman of the Jordan Soccer Federation (JSF) 
... ^ Ji V has underlined the need for a comprehensive and detailed plan 
V. to recruit and tram Jordanian national football teams. Speak- 
>ng at a federation council meeting Monday evening. Prince 
i’ ' i Abdullah said the projected plan should take into considera- 
. ■ ■■■ , /-SiO tion various aspects that would ensure the sustainability of 

, ' these national teams and guarantee their high standard. To 

V achieve this goal, the plan ought to provide for financial 
. - , j resources to cover various costs incurred in the course of 
-y recruitment and training, the Prince said. Prince Abdullah 
praised the idea of regular meetings by football dubs in 
; -v, various govemorates with the purpose of stimulating sports 
- v ' • activities m their respective regions. 


% i: ■' 

."V -s-.i 


. ( • ift.' 

: • .. '.'^1: 
. j "“v 

. 

• 1 • 






*yr? punisto 
;y cii&ngef 


’f»T*ors 


•V 


Hurley in horror car crash 

SACRAMENTO. California (AFP) — Sacramento Kings star 
Bobby Hurley has been badly hurt in a car crash: The 
22- year-old basketball playmaker suffered multiple injuries in 
the accident Sunday after being throw from his car after a 
collision, one hour after his side’s defeat against the Los 
Angeles Clippers. Club spokesman Travis Stanley said Hurley 
suffered head, neck, back and lung injuries. He also broke 
several ribs. 

Baggio tops world soccer poll 

LONDON (AP) — Italian striker Roberto Baggio has edged 
Dutch stars Dennis Bergkamp and Ruud Gullit as world 
soccer’s player of the year, according to voting by readers of 
the prestigious British magazine. Baggio, whose goals helped 
Juvenrus triumph in last season's UEFA Cup. polled 13.5 per 
cent of the votes. Inter Milan’s Bergkamp was runner up for 
the second year in a row with 1 1 per cent and Sampdoria's 
Gullit, who won the award in 1987 and 1989, was third with 9 
per cent. Brazilian star Romario. who plays in Spain for 
Barcelona, placed fourth and Colombia's Faustina Asprilla, 
who plays for Italy's Parma, was fifth. Parma, winner of the 
Cup Winners Cup, placed first in. the team voting ahead of 
Colombia and Machester United and United's Alex Ferguson 
was named Manager of the Year ahead of Parma's Nevio Scala 
and Egfl Olsen of Norway. Olympique Marseille, who won the 
Champions Cup but then was hit by allegations of bribery, did 
not figure in tne top 10 dubs and had no player in die top 20. 

Aouita named Morocco athletics chief 

RABAT (AFP) — Former world and Olympic 5.000m 
champion said Aouita was named technical director of the 
Moroccan Athletics Federation. Aouita takes over from 
Mohammad Mediouri. chief of security to King Hassan II, and 
his assistant is Nawal Moutawakil, the women's 400m hurdles 
champion at the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics. After his post 
was confirmed, Aouita expressed his wish to boost the image 
of Moroccan athletics. Aouita was Olympic 5.000m champion 
in Los Angeles in 1984 and world champion in Rome in 1987. 
He was unbeaten over 5.000m from 1979 to 1989, and broke 
world records from 1.500m to 5.000m. 

Fashanu wanted by Nigeria 

LONDON (AFP) — John Fashanu, the former England 
striker in trouble with the Football Assodatison for elbowing 
Tottenham defender Gary Mabbutt. is being lined up by 
Nigeria for next year's World Cup finals. Nigerian FA 
Chairman Chief Akinwunmi told the People newspaper that 
he plans to visit England Wednesday to speak to the 
Wimbledon captain after being given the go-ahead by FIFA, 
football’s governing body. “Weill definitely consider him,” . 
said Chief Akainwunmi of the 30-year-old Fahanu, who was 
born in London, but has a Nigerian father. Although Fashanu 
was capped twice by England against Chile and Scotland four 
years ago, those games were friendlies and do not count as 
regards eligibility any more. A FIFA spokeswoman told the 
British tabolid: "Our new circular slates that players who are 
eligible for more than one country make a choice when they 
play in a competitive tournament. "But, as far as we’re 
concerned. Fashanu is still eligible for England and Nigeria.” 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Located in Shmeisani. Three bedrooms, with 
telephone, central heating and air conditioning. 

Please contact tel. 665213 
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The bidding: 

■' North East Sooth West 

1 * 1 <V 1 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: ? 

The American Contract Bridge 
League has nekcted New York’s Ed- 
gar Kaplan w its Honorary Member 
for 1993 — s most felicitous choice. 
For more than tour decades Kaplan 
has contributed significantly to the 
’ game as theoretician , teacher, play- 
er and laws expert His partnership 
with Norman Kay of Philadelphia is 
} among the most successful in the 
history of the game. If there is one 
problem with Kaplan, it's getting 
him to remember a good hand tor a 
column. When you ask. the stock 
reply is “I didn't do anything spe- 
cial. Try Norman!" 


Kaplan- Kay sat East-West on 
tlii» deni from the Venderbilt Teem 
Championship a few years ago. As 
West, Kay was faced with two prob- 
lems. First, Norman had to decide 
whether or not to bid at the two- 
level m the suit the opponents had 

opened — Kaplan-Kay phy that a 
two-club bid here would have been 
natural. That contract would have 
been made, probably with an. over- 
trick. After he elected to pass, the 
next barrier waa to justify that 
decision- 

It hurt Norman not to be able to 
lead partner's suit — even with a 
void he feds it is a breach of trust. 
The obvious choice was a dub and 
we hazard a guess that 99 J percent 
of defenders would make the “test- 
book" lead of the ten. top of an 
interior sequence. That would not 
only have presented declarer with 
on extra trick fay winning the Jack, 
but "I«Q the tuning to make at least 
seven tricks. Kay bit on the killing 
lead of the queen of clubs, smother- 
ing the jack. 

Declarer could have limited the 
loss to down two by going after 
hearts, immediately. However. 
South hoped that West held only 
one tost entry and played on dia- 
monds instead The result was a 
very handsome 300 points to Best- 
West. 


Robson replacement debuts with win 

LISBON, Portugal (AP) — Sporting's new coach Carlos 
Queiros debuted in style, guiding his team to a 1-0 victory 
against Beira Mar to finish out the twelfth round of Portuguese 
first division soccer. It was Sporting's first appearance under 
Queiros, who replaced former England manager Bobby 
Robson last week. Robson was dismissed by Sporting Presi- 
dent Jose Sousa Cintra after tactical errors led to a costly 3-0 
upset by Austria's Salizburg in UEFA Cup play. Sousa 
Cmtra's decision marked the first time in Robson’s 23-year 
coaching career that he had been fired. Sportingn played 
unevenly on the rain-soaked home pitch in the first minutes, 
then gathered composure. Top striker Jorge Cadete Snuck 
past Beira Mar's Brazilian keeper Acacio Barreto in the 44th 
minute and blasted the team's only goal from one metre out. 
The victory pulled Sporting up into first place, tied at 19 points 
with crosstown rivals Benfica. Benfica won an easy 1-0 victory 
Friday, against low-ranked Amadora. 

St. Anton to stage downhill race 

VIENNA (R) — The town council in St. Anton have stepped 
in with financial help to enable a women’s World Cup downhill 
race to go ahead in the Austrian resort Friday, organisers said 
Tuesday. The race, moved from Veysonnaz in Switzerland 
because of warm weather there, had been called off Monday 
when organisers said they were unable to find a sponsor. But 
on Tuesday they said the town council in St. Anton, which had 
already been scheduled to host two other women’s races 
Saturday and Sunday, had now agreed to finance the extra 
event. "The downhill race will be help in St. Anton Friday 
before the originally scheduled combination downhill and 
slalom events at the weekend,” a member of the organising 
committee said. 

Christie shelves retirement plans 

LONDON (AFP) — World champion Linford Christie looks 
set for a U-tum over his retirement plans after hinting he could 
defend his Olympic title in Atlanta in 1996. “Keep your pens 
ready — I'm not counting out the Atlanta games at all.” said 
Christie, who is already the oldest man ever to win Olympic 
gold. I’d be 36 by then, but every year I seem to get better and 
I don't think I’m anywhere near’the pinnacle of my career yet. 
Whatever I do. I'll make sure I eo out at the top.” Christie, 
who predicted next season would be his last after winning in 
Stuttgart, said his immediate target was a double at European 
Championships and Commonwealth Games next year, adding: 
"Retirement isn’t on my mind at the moment. The only thing 
that will be on my mind next year is winning those two titles.” 
Christie also believes he can still break Carl Lewis* world 
record of 9.86secs. 

Yorath may stay as Wales manager 

CARDIFF, Wales (AFP) — The Welsh Football Association 
looks set to extend Teny Yorath's reign as coach of the 
national side, despite speculation linking Terry Venables with 
the job- Ex-Spurs boss Venables was tipped as Yorath’s 
successor after contract talks stalled last week. But FA 
Secretary Alun Evans denied any contact with Venables and 
said talks with Yorath would resume Wednesday. “We will 
offer what we think we can afford and hopefully we will be 
able to announce Thursday morning that Terry Yorath is 
continuing as team manager,” he said. "It will solve a lot of 
problems and end speculation about a new man.” Yorath said: 
"We had talks and now I’m waiting to hear from them. We are 
not that far apart. I want to stay as manager of Wales, 
providing terms can be reached.” 

Robson ready for Everton job 

LIVERPOOL (AFP) — Former England manager Bobby 
Robson could take, over as Everton’s new manager. Robson, 


who parted company with Sporting Lisbon last week is one of 
the favourites to take over from Howard Kendall, who quit 
nine days ago. Former Everton player and Manchester City 
manager Peter Reid. Oldham manager Job Royle and Bolton 
boss Bruce Rioch are also expected to be interviewed by the 
Everton board. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Range Rover, model 1988, in very good 
condition, customs duty unpaid 

Pis Call Tel. 656510, 651959 
between 9.00 a.m. and 4.00 p.m. 


In Jewellery 

The latest designs 
in gems & gold. 
The best present ever. 

AJAN1 


Amra Hotel — Amman. 


Quaker Service Information and 
Legal aid Centre, East Jerusalem 

The above centre is Interested in candidates for the post of director 
Candidates should have the following qualifications: 

- Minimum 3 yea/s institutional experience including edminrstrabon. 
management, finances and supervision of professional staff, 

- Academic training and/or experience in law, legal services, human 
rights, community organising or other relevant field, • 

- Facility in written and oral communication in Arabic and English. 

Salary according to experience and qualifications. 

Please send resumeVcurricufum vitae to: 

Quaker Service I LAC, 
p.O. Box 830805, Amman 111 83, JORDAN 

Closing date: December 31. 1993 


Norwich spike Leeds title 
challenge of Manchester United 


NORWICH, England (AFP) 
— Never-say-die Norwich 
striker E£an Ekoku bounced 
back from a horror perform- 
ance to spike Leeds’ title chal- 
lenge here Monday — and all 
but hand the title to Manches- 
ter United. 

Leeds, 13 points behind the 
leaders, desperately needed a 
win to maintain their chal- 
lenge. 

But Ekoku missed a stream 
of chances before stealing the 
game 2-1 at the second attempt 
after another miss fell straight 
back into his path. 

Norwich’s other hero was 
Scottish international goal- 
keeper Brian Gunn, who 
looked unbeatable until Rod- 
ney Wallace's neat second-half 
equaliser, his eighth goal in 
eight games. 

Norwich, after going into the 
break 1-0 up through Chris 
Sutton, battled desperately to 
stay in the game as Leeds took 
control of the rain-lashed 
second half. 


But Ekoku used his pace to 
latch onto a Sutton flick on 
only to scuff his shot. 

He found his feet, however, 
to slot home the rebound off 
goalkeeper Mark Beeney. 

Ekoku said: “I just had to 
keep on plugging away and 
hope I got another chance. 

A It was my first league goal 
at CaiTow Road — I didn't get 
a good contact by I managed to 
suck the second chance away.” 

Leeds were left stunned by 
the defeat after totally domi- 
nating the second half. 


Wallace seemed to have set 
up their victory charge in the 
67th minute when be cut inside 
from the right and fooled 
Gunn by sliding a shot through 
a ruck of players and into the 
bottom right corner. 

That was Gunn's only lapse, 
however, and he was at his best 
moments before when pulling 
off a double save, first blocking 
a Tony Dorigo free-kick low 
dwn to his left and then turn- 


ing Brian Deane’s follow-up 
onto the post. 

Gunn said: “It was impor- 
tant for me to get a touch to 
Deane's shot — I just threw 
my fourreen-and-a-half frame 
at the bail.” 

Wallace saw another effort 
blocked on the line by Cotin 
Woodthorpe with 20 minutes 
to go — and even after Eko- 
ku’s clincher, there was time 
for Leeds to waste two more 
good openings, Wallace drag- 
ging a shot wide and Gunn 
pouching another Dorigo 
drive. 

Yet the opening period had 
belonged to the Canaries — 
although Ekoku did his best to 
try ana hide that fact. 

He and attacking partner 
Sutton provided a huge con- 
trast, Sutton looking danger- 
ous with every touch while 
Ekoku continued to blunder. 

First he was put dear in the 
Uth minute but, with only 
Beeney to beat, managed to let 


Follow-up the keeper snatch the ball off 7,-' 
his toes. 

s impor- Sutton set him up again ten , 
touen to minutes before the break, deft- § ' ' 
ist threw hr laying off a right-wing centre 
ilf frame from niel Fox right into ms ' t 

E ach but Ekok*, this timwliced ; , 
is shot wj; 1 * of the left post. „ . 

by Cotin Leeds’ b e $t early chance 
minutes came fro® g swerving 25-yard 
ier Eko- shot from left back Dorigo , ■ .• 

was time which was turned round the . 

wo more left post and seconds later in- - .*■- 
ice drag- fiuential Leeds playmaker .: •* 
id Gunn Gary McAllister threaded a 
Dorigo low shot just past the right ."I 
upright. • ' * m 

iriod had But Sutton gave Ekoku his . ^ 


crucial scoring lesson with a 
minute of the first half remain- v 
ing. A brilliant through ball : 
from Dave Smith was cut back '"‘I 
by Welsh international Mark v; 
Bowen and Sutton calmly shot : ^ 
home off the right-band post. . 

Leeds did put the ball into * * 
the Norwich net seconds later 
but the effort was cancelled out ; I 
by a Wallace handball. ' i. 


German clubs kept apart in UEFA Cup draw 


GENEVA (R) — The three 
German dubs were kept apart 
when the draw for the qnarterfin 
als of die UEFA 'Cup was 
made Tuesday. 

But Italy, also with three 
representatives, did not avoid 
a domestic derby as holders 
Juventus were drawn to play 


Borussia Dortmund, the 
team Juventus beat to win last 
season’s final, ended up with 
the toughest task when they 
were matched with Intema- 
zionaie of Milan. 

The other German clubs 
fared better by. being drawn 
against the outsiders in the last 
eight 

Ejntracht Frankfurt were 
paired with Austria Salzburg 


and Karlsruhe, playing for the 
first time in Europe this sea- 
son, with Boa vista of Portugal. 

First leg matches, will bp 
played on March 2 or 3 and 
second leg fixtures are on 
March 16 and 17. 

Roberto Baggio's Juventus, 
dear favourites for a second 
successive title, were by no 
means disappointed with their 
draw, especially as the first leg 
will be played in Sardinia. 

Their main rivals may well 
prove to be Internazionale, 
wboi are likely to improve 
steadily through the season as 
Dutch striker Dennis Berg- 
kamp settles in. 

The Milan side were origi- 
nally drawn to play their first 
leg with Borussia Dortmund at 


home but a clash with AC 
Milan's European Cup Cham- 
pions’ League game against 
Werder Bremen prompted 
UEFA to switch the order. 

So Dortmund, whose form 
has dropped this season, must 
play die first leg at home. 

After leading the German 
League for most of the first 
half of the season, Einfracht 
Frankfurt have plunged into a 
spiral of reverses. 

But their tie with Austria 
Salzburg looks none too thre- 
atening and the 1980 UEFA 
Cup winners may be relishing 
the prospects of a semifinal 
place. 

Karlsruhe President Roland 
Schmider accurately predicted 


in advance that his team would 
play Boavistn of Portugal. 

“It’s a good draw for us 
but 1 wouldn’t say our chances 
are any better than 50-50,'’ he 
said. “It's our first time in 
Europe and we’re just happy 
to be in the draw for the fourth 
time.” 

Schmider started the day 
badly when his wallet was 
stolen but he looked happier 
after UEFA reversed the order 
of matches so that Karlsruhe 
play the first leg away. 

The switch was made to 
avoid Boavista playing the 
second leg at home which 
would have clashed with Por- 
to’s Champions's League game 
against Anderlecht of Bel- 
gium. 


Witt plans classical programme at German meet 


BONN (R) — Despite a dis- 
astrous start to her comeback, 
Katarina Witt will try to give 
high- jumping teenagers a les- 
son in classic figure-skating at 
the German Championships 
tins week. 

The glamorous queen of 
German figure-skating is re- 
turning to competition after a 
six-year absence at the cham- 
pionships in Herne near 
Bochum from Thursday to 
Saturday. 

Witt, whose strength was 
never in jumping, will empha- 
sise the subtle artistry that won 
her two Olympic, four world 
and six European titles for 
East Germany in the 1980s. 

She is up against today’s 
prodigious female figure-ska- 
ters who show off with seven 
triple jumps in the free prog- 
ramme, spending almost more . 


time in the air than on the ice. 

“The generation is getting 
very young,” Witt told repor- 
ters earlier this month. “They 


are 15, 16 and they are awe- 
some. They are doing tech- 
nically great jumps. 

“But... this is figure skating. 


It is not just all about jumping. 
There should be a chance for a 
different generation. 1 think 
we can do something else, 
show maturity and more 
sophistication on the ice.” 

Witt’s new routine is accom- 
panied by the melancholy 
music of the anti-war melody 
Where Have All Flowers 
Gone? — a tribute to war 
ravaged Sarajevo where she 
won her first Olympic gold in 
1984. 

But Witt, who is bidding for 
a place in the German team at 
February’s LQlehammer Win- 


LA MAI SON 

Shortly 
In Sweineh 
Saleswomen needed 

* Sweifieh, opposite Shakhshir Centre, above Jeru- 
salem Household Appliances Exhibition, first 
floor. 

* Jabal Amman, 3rd circle-beside the Ministry of 

Tourism, Tel. 643656 


SPACE TRAVEL + ROYAL JORDANIAN 


YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT 'LONDON* 

5 NIGHTS 16 DAYS UP TO 31 MAY, 1 994 

DEPATURK MON/THURS - RETURN SAT/TUES 
PRICE INCLUDES: RETURN TICKET A STAY AT ONE OF THE 

HILTON HOTELS, bed a continental breakfast. 

HILTON OLYMPIA OR PLAZA ON HYDE PARK 
PER PERSON: IN TWIN JLD. 520 IN SINGLE J.D. 605 

KENSINGTON HILTON OR REGENTS PARK HILTON 
PER PERSON: IN TWIN JJ>. 550 IN SINGLE J.D. 635 

EXTENSION OF STAY CAN BE ARRANGED $ 


FOR MORE INFORMATION A RESERVATION PLEASE CALL US 
668069/669068/688075 OR YOUR TRAVEL AGENT. 


ter Olympics, had a dramatic 
fall as she unveiled her free 
programme in Frankfurt on 
Dec. 3 — her 28th birthday. 

She tried a triple toe-loop in 
her first jump but slipped and 
later blamed the lacklustre per- 
formance on nerves. 

“Only triples count in com- 
petition,” said Elfriede Beyer, 
a German judge who will be in 
Herne. “If the jumps are not 
there then the programme is 
not worth anything.” 

Experts would not write off 
Witt, saying she was a fighter 
who could win a top-three 
placing — enough to qualify 
for the European Cham- 
pionships in Copenhagen next 
month and keep alive her 
Olympic hopes. 

Witt said after the Frankfurt 
fiasco that her goal was to make 
the Olympic team, not to win 
gold. 

“Of course the triples are 
important and they have to be 
part of it and I am going to do 
triples as well. But I am not 
doing seven triples because I 
feel four triples are enough for 
me and for my programme,” 
she said. 

Witt, helped by her old 


trainer Jutta Muller, said she 
had been training hard since 
announcing her comeback in 
January and her left leg and 
back were hurting from prac- 
tising jumps. 

She joined professional ice 
shows after winning Olympic 
gold in Calgary in 1988, 


FOR SALE 
DUTY FREE CARS 

Renault 25, 1989 

Automatic, aircondition. silver 
metallic, full options. <8, 5 00. 

Volvo 740 GL, 1990 

Automatic, air-condition, red. full 
options. <11,000 

Pontiac Lemans “Daewoo” 
1989 

5 speed, aircondition. Burgan- 
dy, 2000cc engine. < 5,500 

All cars m excellent condition, 
and accident free. 

Please call 823789 
after 11:00 




The French Cultural Center 
and Goethe-Institut 


present 
the film 


"NOSFERATU” 

with live musical accompaniment 
by the French pianist 
** Jean - Marie SENIA ** 

On Thursday 16 December 1993 at 8 pm 
at the Royal Cultural Center. 


Tickets for JD 2 each are available at : 

- The Royal Cultural Center, Tel 669026 

- The french Cultural Center, Tel 637009 

- Goethe-Institut, TeL 641993 




Harnson Ford — in 

PATRIOT GAMES 

Stow* i: ja. MU. IkU. 8:30. UiJO 


Tel.: 677420 



CONCORD *T 

Clint Eastwood — in 


Stows: 12 JO, 3 JO, 6:13, 8:30, 1030 

CONCORD ‘2’ 

Kim Basinger — in 

Two Hot To Handle 

Shows: 1-15. 6. 8:15, 10:15 


KIRK RIVERA. STEVE 
MESSINA 
in 

HOT STEPS 

Shows: 1230. 3:15. 5. 6:30, 8:30. 10-30 


TeL: 675571 

Nabfl AI MafHnl Tbntra 


presents 




A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer issa. Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan AI Shaer. Fuad Shomali 
In addition Jo .otfter comedians 
Every 'night at 8:15 
ftfikeK cv< sold an day 


Nabfl & Htehaiffs Tel.: 625155 


The political comeay 


Daily 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis a vailable 


. V " 






News 


Saddam frees French 


and German detainees 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein ordered 
the release Tuesday of the last 
two Westerners held for illegal 
entry into Iraq, officials and a 
lawyer said. 

Frenchman Jean-Luc Bar- 
riere. who was arrested on the 
Kuwaiti-Iraqi border in June 
and sentenced tn eight years, 
said at a news confemce in 
Baghdad's A1 Rashid Hotel 
that he was “happy” to be free. 

’“I would like first of all to 
express my gratitude to Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein and 
thank the prison authorities for 
the facilities they provided on 
several occasions.” said Mr. 
Barriere, who smiled and 
looked relaxed. 

Lawyer Khaled Guirguis,. 
who has represented Wester- 
ners held in Iraq, said Presi- 
dent Saddam and pardoned a 
German, “Kai' Sondermann, _ 
who was also jailed for eight 
years after being arrested at 


win Mr. Bam'ere's release. 

Mr. Barriere, . a Kuwait- 
based technician with the com- 
pany France-Electronique. was 
arrested on June 18 with a 
Moroccan. AH Qitout, who 
was freed in October. 

Mr. Boidevaix, a former 
secretary general of the French 
foreign ministry and a member 
of France's top administrative 
review body, the state council, 
met Deputy Prime Minister 


Israel, Vatican plan 
ties by year’s end 


Yassin: 

Hamas 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel and 
.the Vatican expect to establish 
diplomatic ties by the end of 
the year, a big step in impro- 
ving relations between Jews 
.and Catholics after a long his- 


Tareq Aziz and Foreign Minis- 
ter, Mohammad Saeed Al 


toiy of friction, Israel’s ambas- 
sador in Rome said on 
Tuesday. 

“We believe that in the 
soonest possible time we will 
be dosing the agreement with 
the Vatican, signing it in Jeru- 


Land. 

Jewish-Catbolic relations 
were revolutionised in the 1965 
“Nostra Aetate" (in our 
times), a major second Vatican 
coundl document that urged 


dialogue with Jews and repudi- 
ated tiie idea of collective Jew- 


Sahaf. 


salem and forging diplomatic 
relations,” Ambassador Avi 


the disputed border in May. 
Word of Mr. Sondemann’s 


In Amman, the German 
embassy said Mr. Aziz also 
met a German delegation on 
Tuesday and informed them of 
Mr. Sondemann's pending re- 
lease. 

Mr. Sondermann, accompa- 
nied by a delegation which was 
headed by a former German 
minister. Hans-Juergen Wis- 
chnewski of the opposition So- 
cial Democrats, was expected 
in Amman on Wednesday. 


PazneT.told Israeli army radio. 
“There’s almost no doubt 


we'll finish this matter by the 
end of the year," be tola the 
radio by telephone. 


release first came from the 
German embassy in Amman. 

The Iraqi News Agency said 
President Saddam had ordered 
the release of foreign prisoners 
for “humanitarian reasons af- 
ter threats failed to shake 
Iraq's firm resolve." 

Tne president freed three 
Britons last week who were 
serving sentences of up to 10 
years for illegal entry after a 
mercy mission by former Prime 
Minister Edward Heath. 

President Saddam pardoned 
the Frenchman after a senior 
French official. Serge Boide- 
vaix. and a parliamentary de- 
legation arrived on missions to 


He worked for a German 
telecommunications firm and 
was arrested around the border 
port of Umm Qasr along with 
Simon Dunn, one of the Bri- 
tons freed last week. 


Iraq released three Swedes 
in September, a Filipino in 
October and an American in 
Nbvember, ail of whom had 
been jailed for illegal entry. 
However, an unknown number 
of Asians are still held in Iraq 
for the same offence. 

The releases come as Iraq 
tries to break out of interna- 
tional isolation dating from its 
invasion of Kuwait in August 
1990. 


“Only the smallest and final 
details remain to seal the 
agreement, details that in my 
opinion pose no problem,” 
Mr, Pazner said.- The Vatican - 
said on Monday a joint com- 
mission set up to establish di- 
plomatic relations had almost 
completed its work. 

The agreement, following 
two years of secret negotia- 
tions, is expected to dear the 
way for a visit by Pope John 
Paul. The last papal visit to the 
Holy Land was 30 years ago. 

Asked if the Pope would 
make the trip, Mr. Pazner said: 
“It's dear tnat after the estab- 
lishment of diplomatic rela- 
tions, it will be easier and more 
natural. But at the moment 
there is no date.” 

Diplomatic sources dose to 
the negotiations said last 
month the agreement would 


ish guilt for Christ s death 
2,000 years ago. 

But relations remained chilly 
because of the Vatican’s refus- 
al to establish diplomatic rela- 
tions with Israel. 

A joint Israeli-Vatican com- 
mission was set up in 1992 and 
negotiations moved more 
rapidly than expected after 
Israel and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
signed a peace accord in 
September on Palestinian self- 
rule. 

The commission reached 
fundamental agreement on M 
points including the legal status 
of the church, religious tour- 
ism, taxation and a ioint stand 
against anti-Semitism. 

Issues such as international 


may take 
part in 
elections 


guarantees for Jerusalem and 
the Palestinian issue were left 


to Middle East peace talks. 
The Vatican, which supports a 


most likely be signed to coin- 
cide with the 30th anniversary 
of the late Pope Paul VTs Jan. 
4-7, 1964, visit to the Holy 


The Vatican, which supports a 
Palestinian homeland, has al- 
ways recognised Israel's right 
to exist within secure bor- 
ders. 

Sources have said the Pope 
and Israeli President Ezer 
Weizman will most likely ex- 
change personal representa- 
tives before the formal 
appointment of ambassadors. 
This will allow time to iron out 
tiie church's tax status in the 
Holy Land and give the Israeli 
parliament time to ratify the 
agreement. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — The jailed founder of 
the Islamic group Hamas has 
said the group might go for the 
ballot as well as the bullet to 
show its strength in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, con- 
tradicting Hamas officials out- 
side the occupied territories, 
said in a rare interview that the 
group could take part in elec- 
tions next July for an assembly 
to run Palestinian self-govem- 
raentr - ' - - — — 

The assembly is part of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) agreement, which 
Hamas opposes. 

Sheikh Yassin said Hamas 
would continue to attack 
Israeli soldiers and Jewish set- 
tlers as long as they occupied 
“Palestine” but he said he did 
not approve of killing the 
elderly, women and children. 

Sheikh Yassin was answer- 
ing written questions carried 
through an intermediary. He is 
serving a life sentence plus 15 


serving a life sentence plus 13 
years For ordering the killing of 
Israelis and Aram suspected of 


6 


Japan ready to help as long as 


Israelis and Arabs suspected of 
collaborating with Israel. 

Hamas, which Sheikh Yassin 
founded, is the biggest rival to 
Yasser Arafat's Fateh whig of 
the PLO in the territories. It 
said it has killed at least 11 
Israelis since the peace agree- 
ment was signed in September. 


Jordan is willing to help itself’ 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Japan will con- 
tinue its assistance to Jordan 
to help develop its economy 
but the Kingdom has to work 
very hard along the lines 
Japan did to help itself in the 
aftermath of World War II, a 
veteran Japanese ec on omic 


expert says. 

Yoicfairo Nagatomi, who 
sport decades in Japan&£ 
poficy-making in : finance and 
foreign affairs, before becom- 
ing adviser to an influential 
semi-government think-tank, 
said be admires Jordan's per- 
formance in addressing its 
economic problems and be- 
lieves that it should continue 
and intensify its efforts. 

“Japan is very interested in 
Jordan because (Tokyo) be- 
lieves that Jordan's pragmatic 
and realistic role has contri- 


buted significantly to the 
(Middle East) peace pro- 
cess,” said Mr. Nagatomi, 
who is visiling Jordan on 
what is billed as a famfliarisa- 
tioa visit. 

Once peace is achieved, be 
said, there will be numerous 
opportunities .for joint ven- 
tures and Ibusjnesss chances, 
and “Jordan win see more 
Japanese assistance coming 
in various forms if it works 
hard and continues its self- 


help efforts.” 

By the same token, J: 


By the same token, Japan, 
which holds several hundred 
millions of dollars of Jordan's 
foreign debts, does not be- 
lieve in debt write-off and 
Jordan should not pursue 
such an objective regardless 
of the tircumstances, he said. 

Mr. Nagatomi cited the ex- 
ample of Malaysia and In- 


donesia. The two countries, 
he said, borrowed heavily 
from Japan in yen-denomin- 
ated loans over the years but 
fonnd themselves owing 
Tokyo three times the amount 
they borrowed because the 
Japanese currency was re- 
valued several times. 

Both countries exerted in- 
tense efforts on their own 
without seeking debt relief 
and managed to register im- 
pressive results in their eco- 
nomies, an objective that 
would not have been 
achieved if they bad received 
debt relief, he said. 

On the other side of the 
equation, he said, were 
Egypt and Poland winch no 
longer qualify for Japanese 
assistance since they secured 
massive write-off of their 
foreign debts. 

The Japanese philosophy 
of helping people who help 
themselves derives from 
Japan’s own experience, said 
Mr. Nagatomi, who served as 
a senior diplomat and then as 
secretary-general of the 
Ministry of Finance before 
becoming adviser to the Insti- 
tute for Fiscal and Monetary 
Policies of the ministxy. 

“The Japanese people 
worked very hard after 
World War n, when it was a 
recipient of external assist- 
ance and-loanst-to -repay its 
debts and gradually surpass 
the United States and be- 
come the world’s largest 
donor today,” he pointed 
out. 

"The Japanese people 
know the importance oi 
peace." said Mr. Nagatomi. 
adding that his recollections 
of Japan's economic experi- 
ence came from those years 


when he served as finance 
attache at his country's 
emhassy in Washington and 
negotiated loans. 


hi the case of Jordan, the 
expert conceded that the 
Kingdom could not hope to 
address its problems if it fo- 
cused solely on its scarce 

natural resources. 

Jordanians have to" be 
aggressive in pursuing busi- 
ness op p or t u nities unrelated 
to national resources and de- 
velop own industries, and this 
is where Japan and Its people 
could help the Kingdom in 
the immediate phase, be said. 

Jordan survived die econo- 
mic crisis that started in 1988 
and exacerbated by the 1990- 
91 Gulf crisis, he said, noting 
that the Km^tom posted im- 
pressive growths in its gross 



Asked if Hamas would run 
in elections, the wheelchair- 
bound Yassin replied: “I be- 
lieve that it depends on the aim 
of the elections and their con- 
ditions and circumstances. If 
-there were legislative elec- 
tions, for example, I would 
support taking part because of 
the impact they would have on 
the Islamic movement in the 
future.” 

Sheikh Yassin, who set up Hamas 
(zeal) in Gaza in 1988, said it 
was the largest movement in 
the occupied territories, com- 
manding support from be- 
tween 40 and 50 per cent of 
Palestinians. 


Yoicfairo Nagatomi 


domestic product in 1991 and 
1992 anti expects a similar 


Jordan has to see itself in a 
regional context encompas- 
sing Saudi Arabia. Syria. 
Lebanon. Iraq and Egypt as 
well as Iran, and develop its 
economic approach as a key- 
centre for trade and com- 
merce. he said. 


Mr. Nagatomi, who met 
with Finance Minister Sami 
Ganunoh and Central Bank 


Of Jordan (CBJ) Deputy 
Governor MidaeLMartcLoa . 


Monday, said he would con- 
vey his views on Jordan to 
Japanese policymakers at the 
concerned institutions, in- 


also influenced by reports 
compiled by (be Japanese 
embassy in Amman that re- 
flect “love and affection” for 
die Kingdom. 

Mr. Nagatomi noted that 
Japan chans the working 
• group on environment stem- 
ming from the multilateral 
phase of the peace process 
and is vice-<hairmau of the 
working groups on water and 
regional economic coopera- 
tion. 

He said Japan stood ready 
to contribute to the success of 
the peace process and help 
the parties individually as 
well as in a regional context 
without “any political ambi- 
tions.” 

Such a Japanese stand, he 
said, means that Tokyo will 
deal with the countries collec- 
tively as well as individually 
.on— the hasis_oL-the- agrees 
ment.s that the countries 
reach anionc themselves- 


By keeping the election 
pen Sheikh Yassin is putting 


pressure on Mr. Arafat to 


show an increasingly sceptical 
Palestinian public that the 


Palestinian public that the 
agreement with Israel can im- 
prove their lives and end the 


occupation. 

Sheikh Yassin said that where 


eluding the Overseas Econo- 
mic Cooperation Fund and 


the Overseas Development 
Agency. 

“My views on Jordan are 
very favourable,” Mr. Naga- 
tomi said, adding that he was 


" I lie Japanese people ami 
government are sincerely 
hopeful that the peace pro- 
cess will result in economic 
development of the Middle 
East." he said. "We highly 
evaluate your country's con- 
tribution U' the peace pro- 


Hamas had run, such as in 
university or chamber of com- 
merce elections, it had won. 

Palestinian political com- 
mentators think that by ex- 
ploiting discontent with the 
PLO-Israel accord Hamas 
could do well in free elections 
for an executive council next 
July. 

For that reason some com- 
mentators believe Mr. Arafat 
may postpone the election, 
arguing tnat Israel and the 
PLO should leapfrog difficult 
negotiations about interim self- 
rule and begin talks on the 
final status on the occupied 
lands. __ _ 

The accord is already look- 
ing shaky. Both sides failed on 
Monday to meet their first 
deadline — the start of a four- 
month-long troop withdrawal 
from Gaza and Jericho. 

As part of Israel’s pressure 
on Mr. Arafat to gain conces- 
sions, Israeli officials disclosed 
on Monday that they had been 
meeting members of Hamas, 
which is outlawed. 


Jordan’s investors see profit, danger in W. Bank 


By Suleiman Al Khalidi 
Reuter 


AMMAN — From atop an 
Amman high-rise, Ghaith 
Sukhtian runs a thriving 
group of companies on both 
sides of the Jordan River 
producing everything from 
cosmetics to green houses. 

Since prospects of Middle 
East peace rose in Septem- 
ber. the Jordan-based 
businessman has injected 
more than $4 million into his 
pharmaceutical plant in the 
West Bank town of Beit Jala. 

“We never left tire West 
Bank as a company... there 
was no room to expand but 
with peace we intend to beef 
up these operations and in- 
vest more in whatever field is 
open," said Mr. Sukhtian, a 
Jordanian of Palestinian ori- 


gin who hopes for strong eco- 
nomic ties between Jordan 


nomk ties between Jordan 
and an emerging Palestinian 
entity. 

Traders, businessmen, 
bankers and teams from Am- 
man-based foreign com- 
panies have made explora- 
tory visits to the West Bank 
since the PLO-Israel accord. 
Others have formed part- 
nerships with residents and 


registered companies under 
pre-1967 Jordanian laws. 

“We have spent the last 
three months intensively 
probing the market to see any 
opportunities to expand our 
businesses that have been 
neglected for the last 27 
years,” said Khaled Abdnl 
Qader Shahid, manager of a 
diversified trading and in- 
dustrial concern with a plant 
producing 60,000 tonnes of 
vegetable ghee annually. 

Since the accord raised 
economic hopes, prominent 
Palestinian and Jordanian 
businessmen, including Gulf- 
based entrepreneurs and in- 
dustrialists, have been 
assembling a $200 million 
fund to invest in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

This month founders, who 
have visited Amman and 
Dubai to enlist other share- 
holders, [dan to announce' 
establishment of the Pales- 
tine Development and In- 
vestment Company. 

The company, the first 
snch venture, will match 
West Bank entrepreneurs to 
the skills and money of di- 
aspora businessmen, who- 
have an estimated $7 to $10- 


billion in assets. 

Dealers and agents are 
rushing to sign agreements 
with foreign firms for exclu- 
sive dealerships of brands 
without distributors in the 
West Bank. 


“We negotiated with South 
Korea's Goldstar that exports 


to the West Bank with our 
plant’s easy access to its mar- 
ket would be through ns,” 
said Mohammad Khalili, de- 
puty chairman of Middle East 
Vehicles and Manufacturing 


Company, Jordan's sole tele- 
vision assembly plant. 

A leading shipper, Rudain 
Kawar, said his company had 
prepared for a proposed 
Gaza port by appointing a 
Gaza representative and 
notifying ship owners of plans 
to set up an office. A sister 
company got the dealership 
for Apple computer in the 
territories. 


But everyone admits the 
future depends on the nature 
of the Palestinian administra- 
tion and links between Jor- 
dan and the occupied terri- 
tories. 

“We may get an agency on 
paper for a product to sell in 
the West Bank but without 


an agreement on tariffs and 
customs between Jordan and 
Palestine... it could be ren- 
dered useless,” Mr. Kawar 
added. 

For many businessmen in 
Amman, most of whom are 
of Palestinian origin, uncer- 
tainty over the future busi- 
ness climate in the Palesti- 
nian area continues to delay 
in vestme nt. 

Mr. Sukhtian, despite ex- 
panding his pharmaceutical 
business, said: “What we 
need is not joint ventures but 
a business environment to 
allow us to invest direct- 
ly... only then will construc- 
tion, tourism and telecom- 
munications' sectors pick 
up fast." ^ _______ 

Despite lucrative prospects 
in an underdevelops Palesti- 
nian entity with a flood of 
foreign aid to rebuild infras- 
tructure, traditional political 
tensions could cloua future 
links . 

The first deadline set in the 
self-rule accord was missed 
when Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat failed to 
agree on Sunday on Israel’s 
withdrawal from Gaza and 


Jericho, which had been 
-scheduled to begin on 
Monday. 

Businessmen are rushing to 
position themselves but few 
feel secure enough to begin 
transferring funds until laws 
fo r busines s become dearer. 

Many believe private pro- 
jects in tourism or industry 
will not begin before the 
Palestinian authority resem- 
bles a normal administration, 
with a free market economy 

“W^te^aSestinian^^fal 
is still waiting to see the 
nature of the government," 
said Mnnib Al Masri, a scion 
of One of the most prominent 
Palestinian families. 

Investors expect no strong 
investment before early 1995. 
Only small trading concerns 
with little investment are 
moving in, looking for quick 
gains. 

“Without dear answers on 
who will be in charge of 
economic decision making, 
taws governing business, and 
the political relationship 
(with Jordan). ..its natural 
that the establishment of pro- 
jects will remain suspended,” 
Mr. Shahin said. 
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Japan and Holland 
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announce assistance 


TOKYO (Agendes) --.Japan 
j will provide $25 million m 
emergency aid to help improve 
Palestinian living conditions, 
the Foreign Ministry said 
Tuesday. 

The aid is foe first part at a 
$200 million package Prime 
Minist er MorimrO HOSOkawS 
pledged in September in New 
York at the U.N. General 
Assembly to Palestinians, 
ministry officials said. 

The assistance includes 
$16.5 millio n for tire U.N. Re- 
lief and Works Agent? for 
Palestine refugees to help im- 
prove living conditions and 
constnet temporary housing, 
the ministry said. 

A further $5.4 nrilHon has 
been earmarked for the World 

Health Organisation to im- 
prove medical facilities in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
"Strip, wi th 300 - nrBhotr yen 


on Monday it would provide 65 
million guilders ($34 million) 
in aid and soft loans for de- 
velopment of the Palestinian 
territories in Gaza and Jericho. 

*Tbe habour (planned for. 
Gaza) would cost 100 million 
guilders ($52 mflHon) and the 





economics mans 
told Reuters in 
The spokesnu 


Hague. 


25 milli on guilders ($13 mil- 
lion) would oe offered for the 
Jericho area. 

The decision was announced 
shortly after the departure of 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
from the Netherlands. 

Mr. Arafat met Dutch minis- 
ters and businessmen on a one- 
day visit to promote invest- 
ment in the fledgling Palesti- 
nian territories. 

-Most ^of-tinT Dutch' money 
will come from the develop- 
ment minis try, the spokesman 
said. 

Earlier on Monday .the. 
European Commission said it 
bad granted 5.7 million Euro- 
pean currency emits ($6.5 mil- 
lion) in emergency humanita- 
rian aid to Palestinians in the 
Gaza Strip and elsewhere. 

Mr. Arafat visited the com- 
mission last month and be re- 
ceived broad backi n g from 
European Union foreign 
ministe rs for a five-year pan 
worth 500 millio n ECUs ($570 


$2.8 million) being sent 
ihrougfa the Japan Red Cross 


Society to provide equipment 
for a hospital in the West Bank 
town of Jericho. 

The aid was announced on the 
eve of a two-day international 
meeting here to discuss the 


Middle East peace process. 
The fourth multilateral 


The fourth multilateral 
steering group meeting of the 
Middle East peace process be- 
ginning Wednesday will be co- 
chaired by the United States 
and Russia. 

Eleven delegations headed 
by deputy minis ter-level offi- 
cials are expected to attend the 
meeting to dis enss the future 
management of the Middle 
East peace process, according 
to the Foreign Ministry. 


Clinton praises 
3 who subdued 
train gunman , ■ ; 

NEW YORK (R) — President 
Bill Clinton personally thanks 
ed three men wbointerwnetL 
to stop a shooting spree on 1 *! 
Long Island commuter train 
that killed six passengers and 
wounded 17, and later pubikdy 

■ Jf iffu 


J? 


praised their heroism. Mr. 
Qinton’s accolades fix- Kevin 
Blum, 42, Mark McEntec, 34 
and Michael, O’Conner, 32* 
at a political ftind-raising 
dinn er at which he tirgOCr 
Americans to become ‘Tdr 
more intolerant” of conditions 
that have caused an upsurge of 
violent crime in America: 
“They had aJot to_ lose: (but), 
" that acted. They just took re- 
.sponsibility, and they saved 
fores,” he said in praising the 
men who tackled and subdued 
the accused gunman, New 
Yoric resident Colin Fereusoa, 
last week. Before the SliQO&a j 
plate dinner for New York's 
Democratic Senator Daniel 


til 


Moyniban, Mr. CEntcm met 
with the three and their farm- . 
lies at his arite at the Waldorf* 
Astonia Hotel ‘T just wanted 
to see them, and talk to them, 
and ask them how they were 
feeling and figure out, why did ' 
these rays do this — take 
responsibility?” he said. The 
three jumped Ferguson aboard 
the commuter train as Ire was 
fMfaiBng his semi-automatic 
pistol for the second time, 
with 160 additional rounds qf 
ammunition in a canvas bag, 
authorities believe Ferguson 
would have kept firing if tire 
three men had not acted. In his 
speech, Mr. Clinton urged 
other Americans to emulate - 
them and take responabflify^ 
for eradicating the social eviL; 
that lead to crime and other 
domestic problems. 


million). 

At the international donors' 
meeting in Washington last 
October the PLO was pledged 
over $2 billion to Irelp Palesti- 
nians bmld the infrastructure 
and economy of the occupied 
territories over the next five 
years. 


Dutch to provide $34m 
The Dutch government said 


S. Lebanon exiles 


return home today 


MARJ AL ZOUHOUR, 
Lebanon (Agencies) — A 
group of around 200 Palesti- 
nian exiles are to return to the 
Israeli-occupied territories on 
Wednesday, they said here 
Tuesday. 

The exiles told journalists 
at their tent in southern Leba- 
non that they had received 
authorisation to return in a 
letter from the Israeli army. 

The' letter, delivered by d 
driver, called on the tides « to 
show up early Wednesday at 
the Zemraya crossing into 
Israel’s “security zone” on the 
border. 

In occupied Jerusalem, de- 
fence ministry spokesman 
Oded Ben Ami confirmed the 
.letter and said the ■ exiles 
would be brought back on 
Wednesday. 

“They will be detained for 


processing and ihost of them 
will remain in jail,” Mr. Ben 
Ami told AFP. 


MiKtaiy sources said Mon- 
day the Palestinians would be 
detained for 96 hours in milit- 


ary camps on the Israeli-occu- 


pied West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip as soon as they arrived at 


Strip as soon as they arrived at 
the Israeli border. 


0U1 


Those suspected of having 
committed ^‘crimes against 


seefirify*’ would slay iii deten 7 
tion, the sources added, with- 


out giving details. 

The leader of the 215 exiles, 
Abdnl Aziz Al Rantisi, 
announced to the jubilant men 
that the letter asks them to be 
at Zemraya at 8 a.m. (0600 
GMT) Wednesday from where 
they would be driven in buses 
back to Israel. Zemraya is two 
kilometres south of the camp. 
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Landslide kills at least 


30 in Cairo slum area 


CAIRO (J 
30 people 


es) — At least 
in their beds 


JU people died m tneur oeas 
early Tuesday as cliffs over a 
southeastern suburb of Cairo 
collapsed in a landslide and 
sent boulders crashing down 
onto a shantytown, pobce said. 

They said 21 people were 
ring out afore, including an 
eight-year-old boy. But around 
Id others were still missing, 
many of them feared dead. 

Residents said far more peo- 
ple were still buried, trapped in 
their beds by the landslide 
from the 100-metre-high 
Mokattam hill that struck be- 
fore dawn. Bat they gave no 
figures. 

Hundreds of tonnes of boul- 
ders rained down from the 
Mukattam stone quany onto 
buildings in the heavily-popu- 
lated Dweqa shantytown, 
home mostly to the "zebbalin” 
who collect and recycle Cairo's 


Colonel Waguih Shafik, in 
charge of the rescue work, said 
more than 10 apartment budd- 
ings were destroyed along with 
several one-storey homes. 
Many other homes were dam- 
aged or cracked. 


Brigadier Osama Moham- 
mad Mansour, head of area 
police, said 21 people were 
rescued. At least seven others 
were injured in houses at the 
edge of the collapse. 

Subhi Sader, 21, whose 
house was left with a huge 
hole, said he was awakened By 
.what sounded like an explo- 
sion. 


Trip to Bermuda 

turns into battle r - 

for survival J/i 

NEW YORK (AP) — Two 1/IU 
.men who survived a ferocious 
storm by cHn gmg to a lifeboat 
for 12 hours said drey were so Alt 1 
busy trying to stay’ alive — and -[/LI J 
so confident dm US. Coast 
Guard would find them — that \ ^ 
they never felt afraid. “It’s ',‘.V 
very difficult to 'be. frightened . 

When you. have to. do some ^f’ 5 ’ 
tiring for survival," Farced * ; 
Suraleigh said in a ship-to- 
shore interview Monday. ■ ■ 
“When, you’re in a situation f 
and you have to focus, there is- ~ 
no time for fear: Whenever j - 
fear enters, you make mistakes 
and you fail.” “We had no 
great concern,” said tire other 
man, Herbert Clarity. “We < 
knew the Coast Guard was m sa 
going to find us. They rescue * 
many, many people and we 0 
had confidence. It was just a -asv- . 
matter of waiting/’ A snmlar^'-r »• 
scenario off the Florida coast 
apparently ended in tragedy. > 

Two fishermen were rescued 
but their two friends, were still 
missing Monday, two days aft r , 
ter their fishing boat sank in i a::j- . 
rough seas. Suxaleigb, 47, and" 4 V- 
Clanty, 63, are both experi- 
enced sailors. They set out : " 

Wednesday from New York’s 
City Island in tild^ _ 304o5^"^^ l ^" ,l 
(9-metre) sailboat, The Light- ^> '... 
root, on a 740-urile (1,190- 
kilometre) trip to Bexmnda. ^ ^ 


'■3.1: r» 


iit jjj..- . 


225 miles (360 kilometres) ^ ‘ - ; 
.southeast of Long Island, they. 
encountered 70-knot winds, 40- ^ 
foot (12-metre) seas, and a driv- 
ing fain. The Coast; Guard R IQoi 
picked up their emergency si& 
nal and a search plane tourer 
them, but the storm made an |u * • 
air rescue impossible. The sail- Pfli, 
boat capsized. as the plane bo- If < 
vered overhead, anti the two 


“We thought it was an earth- 
quake,” Mr. Sader said. “I 


woke up my brothers and my 
sisters. When all the dost went 
away, we looked and saw that 
the mountain had fallen.” 


UT- 

Jussi 

Hit 


men got in their lifeboat. The . v . 
plane was forced to return IQ 


Ex-British minister claims 
Jordan bust sanctions 


LONDON (Agencies) — A 
former British minister testify- 
ing Tuesday at an inquiry into 
arms sales to Iraq accused Jor- 
dan of being “notorious” for 
breaking sanctions against- 
Baghdad and questioned Bri- 
tain’s trust in Amman. 

“I never understood the 
level of trust which was re- 
posed in Jordan, which seemed 
to me to over-reach an objec- 
tive assessment of what was 
happening,” said former' 
Munster of State for Defence 
Alan Gaik. 

“I would assume that wider 
diplomatic considerations 
came into it,” he told a judicial 
inquiry into Britain’s sales of 
arms manufacturing equip- 
ment to the government of 
President Saddam Hussein be-' 
fore the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Jordan “was notorious for 
their role in breaking sane- 


country, which Iraq cert ainl y 
wasn't.” 


tions” against Iraq, Mr. Garik 
asserted. “I don’t think much 
was done about it because Jor- 
dan was classified as a friendly . 


Mr. Gaik said the govern- 
ment had been concerned that 
Jordan was being used as a 
staging post for weapons to 
Iraq before and even dnrin p 
the 1991 Gulf war. 

“I was so angry about this 
that I did my best, unsuccess- 
fully as it turned out. to pre- 
vent the King of Jordan befog 
invited to take the sovereign’s 
parade at Sandhurst fo 1991 , 
because I thought it wrong and 
insulting,” he ^ said. 

King JEfussein is a graduate 
of Britain's elite Royal Military 
Academy, at Sandhurst in 
southern England, and it is 
considered a high honour to be 
invited to review a parade 
there. 

Mr. Gaik, who gave evi- 
dence m court that led to tire 
collapse last year of the trial of 
three British businessmen ac- 
cused of illegal exports to Iraq, 

was speaking on die second of 
three days of testimony to the 
inquiry (see page 2). 


its base as darkness fell, anti 

for several hours the Coast v ‘^, . 1 

Guard lost contact withtireA.' ... 

But another search plane, dU 

its third and final sweep of the “v't*.. 

area, finally saw their ‘strobe 

light, and a Coast Guard jet ’ 

sped to the site. J 1 


Trials in Beverly i . 

Hills mansion ‘ ^ ; ! 
slayings end : ~ ^ 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) 

Separate trials of two broth*#]: 5 7 ,:*‘ M 
accused of kflline tbekpamto ^ ' •Vr 
in their Beverly iHfflk mans® *h u -; 

are drawing to a dose as jurwS J V 
weigh defence arguments that 
the two acted in $elf-<fefex& i ^ ^ \ „ 
after bring sexually 
Verdicts were befog awaitfiQ m 
after more than four mouths trf 
evidence - presented .asafc&f 


: 1 ^ 1; 


tbeir parents. Jose and Kfoj 
Menendez, m thrir S4 mflfiw: 
home. A total of 101 witness? \ 

■has testified and 405 exfcfflfr 4 „ * ' 

have been shown in tiie two 
triate, and Jurors Monday werf ”■ 

deliberating fo the trial of Lyfe 
25, white another pm&lfeara 4ft '* * - 
doting arguments m the cap vAa 1 ^ 

against bis 2£year-old brotiuci JV 7^. 






